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WEEK I. 

FIRST DAY. 

*' Thus spake Jesus again unto them, saying, I am 
THE Light of the world." — John viii. 12. 

Light of the world ! by whom alone 
** The way, the truth, the life," are known ; 
Help me to search my heart, and see 
If that Great Light hath shined in me. 

Far from the mark they wander wide, 

Puffed up with scientific pride ; 

Who think philosophy can tell 

Where God, the unknown God, doth dwell. 

They know Thee not, who fail to trace 
In Thee, the Father's power and grace ; 
They know Thee not, who bow the knee 
To any other God, but Thee. 
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They know Thee not^ whose earthly mind 
Doth in this world its portion find ; 
Who^ while they name thy sacred Name^ 
Can " glory" only " in their shame." 

They know Thee not, whate'er they say 
In word, who turn in heart away ; 
Or place an idol on the throne, 
With homage due to Thee alone. 

They know Thee not, who think to bring 
Their feigned obedience ; call thee King ; 
And yet a selfish end pursue 
In all they say — in all they do. 

They know Thee not, who dare draw nigh. 
Before thy searching, piercing eye. 
In robes of human merit drest. 
Defiled, defectiTe, at the best. 

They know Thee not, most Holy Lord, 
Who hear, but do not keep, thy word ; 
Who, though they make their boast in Thee, 
Depart not from iniquity. 



WEEK I.; FIRST DAY. 

They know Thee not, who will not wear 
Thine easy yoke, thy burden bear ; 
Content their daily cross to take. 
And all at thy command forsake. 

They know Thee not, great Lamb of God I 
Who in the sprinkling of thy blood. 
Seek not, for every day and hour. 
Its cleansing, sanctifying power. 

O ! my blest Saviour ! if so few 
Can prove their hearts to Thee are true ; 
Who shall have confidence to claim 
The knowledge of thy Holy Name ? 

All those whose faith on Thee relies ; 
Whose hope is fixed above the skies ; 
Who in thy Spirit walk and live. 
And to thy grace, the glory give. 

Thus, Lord, in me, thy light reveal ; 
Place on my heart thy Spirit's seal ; 
And while my life is hid in Thee, 
Let Thine be manifest in me. 
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SECOND DAY. 

" I AM THE Light of the world : he that followeth 

E SHALL NOT WALK IN DARKN 

LIGHT OF LIFE."— Jofcn viii. 12. 



ME SHALL NOT WALK IN DARKNESS, BUT SHALL HAVE THE 



How shall this passage be reconciled with 
another in Isa. 1. 10; where we read of a 
person, who, fearing God, and walking in 
obedience to the voice of his servant, is still 
said to walk in darkness, having no light? 

It may be replied, the terms light and 
darkness, which are often used emblema- 
tically in the Scriptures, are not always so 
used in relation to the same subjects. 

They are said to be in darkness, on whom 
the light of the gospel has never shined. 
They also walk in darkness, who wilfully 
close their eyes against the truth. — See 
John iii. 19. They do the same, who, while 
they make a profession of godliness, are 
living in a course of sin. — 1 John i. 6. Af- 
fliction also is called darkness. Ps, cxliii. 3. 

The darkness spoken of in Isa. 1. 10, evi- 
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dently relates to uncertainty respecting the 
issues of providential dispensations. And a 
servant of God thus exercised, is bid to trust 
in the gracious guidance and protection of 
his heavenly Father, and to stay himself 
upon his God ; like a little child, who is led 
by the parent's hand, or is carried along as 
it reposes in the parent's arms. 

In John viii. 12, the word darkness is used 
in a much more enlarged and comprehensive 
sense : it has reference to moral and spiritual 
blindness — to that darkness which fell upon 
man, when man fell from God — to that sha- 
dow of death in which all the children of 
Adam are involved, and in which all are 
walking, into whose hearts the light of the 
knowledge of the glory of God in the face of 
Jesus Christ, has never shined. Ignorance 
and unbelief, supei*stition and prejudice, con- 
stitute the fourfold darkness in which they 
w^lk, who know not God, '*the only true 
God, and Jesus Christ, whom He hath sent." 
Such persons know not whither they go," — 
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(See John xii. 36.) They know not where, 
or in what, that road will terminate in which 
they are walking. They have no spiritual 
light — no perception of eternal and invisible 
realities — no right apprehension of heavenly 
things — no discernment of the nature df 
truth or of holiness. Heavenly wisdom is 
derived from Christ alone; therefore none 
but his true disciples (they who have learned 
of him) believe in him, love him, serve and 
follow him ; they, and only they, will be 
found walking in the light of truth and ho- 
liness, safety and peace, assurance of hope, 
and heavenly consolation. 

To darkened minds. Lord Jesus ! be Thou 

light ; 
To fainting hearts, impart thy Spirit's might ; - 
To souls in sorrow, give, and still increase 
Aa griefs abound, thy more abounding peace. , 
Let those who walk, thy cheering glory see ; 
Lei those who rest, find sweet repose in Thee. 
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THIRD DAY. 

'' J^us Christ, who of God is made unto us wis- 
dom."— ^ ^^' i- 30' 

** My doctrine shall drop as the rain, my 
speeclji 3h^ distil as the dew." Thus sang 
Moses, the great prophet and lawgiver of 
IsraeL But a greater than Moses is here; 
Qven Hitu of whom Moses spake when he said, 
" A Prophet shall the Lord your God raise up 
unto you, of your brethren, like unto me. Him 
shall ye hear." From Him, Moses under the 
Old Testament, and the apostles under the 
New, alike, as His servants, received their 
commission. And not only their commission, 
but also their power : not only their instruc- 
tions, but also the very form of words, in which 
they were to be delivered. " Go, and I will 
be with thy mouth, and will teach thee 
what thou shalt say." — Exod. iv. 12. " I 
will give you a mouth and wisdom ; which 
all your adversaries shall not be able to 
gainsay, nor resist." — Luke xxi. 15. And 
again, " It is not ye that speak, but the 
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Spirit of your Father that speaketh in you." 
—Matt. X. 20. The Spirit of God and of 
Christ is the same ; for the Father and the 
Son are One. The Spirit of Jehovah 
Bfmke in me/' said David, "and His Word 
hy my tongue." Jesus is the "Word of 
Jehovah ; God manifest in the flesh ; for 
" the Word was made flesh, and dwelt 
among us, full of grace and truth." And, 
" God, who ••••spake in times past to the 
fathers hy the prophets, hath in these latter 
days spoken to us by His Son ;" to whom 
He bare testimony at his baptism, and again 
at his transfiguration, saying, " This is my 
beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased — 
HEAR YE Him." " Who of God is made 
unto us wisdom." " He is the true Light 
which Ughteth every man that cometh into 
the w(Mrld." " The Light of the world :" for 
the light of reason and the light of revelation 
are alike from Him. He is the Teacher sent 
from God— the Revealer of the mind and will 
of the Father, — in whom, as in one vast 
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treasury, are laid up, for the benefit of his 
people, " all the treasures of wisdom and of 
knowledge ." Hence, when he began to 
teach and to preach in Capernaum, the word 
spoken by Isaiah the prophet was fulfilled : 
" The people that sat in darkness saw a 
great light : and to them which sat in the 
region and shadow of death, light is sprung 
up." (Compare Matt. iv. 16. with Isa. ix. 2.) 
Reader ! has this blessed light ever shone 
into thy soul? It has arisen upon thee 
in the ministration of the word •, — thou art 
favoured with the external revelation ; truth 
is shedding its bright radiance around thee, 
in the publication and spread of the gospel ; 
knowest thou any thing of the internal il- 
lumination? has it broken in upon the 
darkness of thy mind ? If so, bless God for 
that wisdom which cometh from above. Sit 
down with humble thankfulness at the feti 
of Jesus, and receive of His words. The in- 
strumentality of man can reach no further 
than the outwaird ear : it is Jesu^ Christ 
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alone, who by his Spirit, can write His law 
upon the heart, with power and saving effi- 
cacy. He alone can say, " The words I 
speak unto you, they are spirit, and they are 
life." Learn of Him " who is meek and lowly 
of heart, and ye shall find rest unto your 
souls." Say to Him, " Open thou mine eyes, 
that I may behold wondrous things out of 
thy law." " Lead me in thy truth, and 
teach me ; for thou art the God of my sal- 
vation." " The law of thy mouth is dearer 
to me than thousands of gold and silver." 
It is light and life ; it is power and peace ; 
it is sanctification and salvation. Jesus is 
the Light of Life : and to walk in that 
light, is to walk in the ways of wisdom, 
" whose ways are ways of pleasantness ; 
whose paths are paths of peace." 

Lord Jesus ! at thy feet. 
Where none shall wait in vain ; 
My soul would humbly take her seat, 
And heavenly wisdom gain : 
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For Thou wilt teach the meek. 
And meek my soul would be ; 
Would ask that grace, that Spirit seek. 
Which dwelt, O Lord ! in Thee. 



FOURTH DAY 



" I AM THE Way, the truth, and the Life." — 

Jokn xiy. 6. 

This is the way, O Reader ! — the blessed 
way on which the light of God is always 
shining. And whatever obscurity, whatever 
intricacy may attend the working of his pro- 
vidential dispensations; the way of grace, 
the way in which the favour of God may be 
enjoyed, and the soul everlastingly saved, 
is made beautifully clear and open. ** No 
man,'' said our blessed Lord, " cometh to 
the Father, but by me :" but, glory be to 
God, any man, and every man, has full war- 
rant and permission to draw near to the Fa- 
ther in the name of Jesus ; and in that tiam% 
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to " ask and receive; seek and find ; knock/' 
and have the door of mercy thrown open to 
receive him : and this, day by day, and for 
ever ; seeing Jesus, our great High Priest, 
" ever liveth :" therefore this way is called 
" a living way " — a new and living way." 
Living, for Jesus is the life; not only the 
way to life — He is Himself life ; its medium, 
its substance, and its crown. "God hath 
given to us eternal life, and this life is in His 
Son;"— ''he that hatli the 'Son ^liaiA life" 
— *' life eternal." This way is also called a 
new way, because it belongs to the New 
Covenant; and, by the setting up of the 
kingdom of heaven, or, in other words, by 
the preaching of the gospel, it is newly 
and openly made manifest. The types and 
shadows of the Old Testament, the rites and 
sacrifices of the tabernacle service, were but 
as so many signs and finger-posts, pointing 
to Jesus Christ, the promised Messiah, who 
was yet to come. He is " the truth," the 
soul, and the reality, of which these were 
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but the shadows ; and now that he has ap- 
peared — now that the way into the Holiest 
is plainly revealed — the signs and the figures 
are needed no longer. He is the truth ; in 
whom all the prophecies have their accom- 
plishment — in whom all the promises are 
yea and amen." He is therefore the way of 
life — the true and living way — the way of 
salvation — the way of happiness — the one, 
and the only way to heaven, to glory, and 
to God. 

What remains, therefore, but to pursue 
it? It is the way of holiness and of peace. 
** And thine ears shall hear a word behind 
thee, saying, ' This is the way ;' walk ye in 
it ; when ye turn to the right-hand, and 
when ye turn to the left." — ha, xxx. 21. 
" As ye have received Christ Jesus the Lord, 
so walk ye in Him." — Col. ii. 6. 

O ! guide my feet, and keep them in the way — 

The way of pleasantness, the path of peace ; 

Shine. on my soul, and to the perfect day. 

Brighter and brighter still, thy light \Y\e.xe^<^\ 

c 
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That blessed light, which from the world abore 
Points out the footsteps where thy saints have trod, 
And marks in wisdom, righteousness and love, 
The road to heaven, to glory, and to God. 



FIFTH DAY. 

" The Father of Lights, "—James i. 17. 

God is the " Father of lights ;'' the Foun- 
tain Spring from whence all light emanates. 
Whether the word be used in its simple and 
legitimate meaning, or figuratively and em- 
blematically, in every sense and in every 
variety of its manifestation, whether it be 
the material light, he hath created it; or 
whether it be intellectual, moral, scriptural 
illumination — all are of God. He is the 

Father of lights." 
God is light." He is so called in the 
Scriptures (1 Johni. 5.); and the term is 
appropriated to the Father, to the Son, and 
to the Holy Spirit. The law of God is also 
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called light; his word; his truth; the revela* 
tion he has been pleased to make of himself 
to his creatures ; his Name and Perfections^ 
and the effect of this revelation ; or, the 
knowledge of God, his favour, its great and 
glorious results, holiness, joy, life, and sal- 
vation, with everlasting blessedness, are all 
designated by the same name as this beau- 
tiful element, light : and " whatsoever doth 
make manifest, is light." 

Jehovah, the Elohim of the Scriptures, 
is Light; ''and in him is no darkness at all.'' 
He is said to " dwell in light which no man 
can approach unto.*' ITiw. vi. 16. "Whom 
nd man," with the material organs of a 
mortal and corruptible body, or with the 
blinded perceptions of a darkened under- 
standing and an earthly mind, ever " hath 
seen, or can see." He is said also to "clothe 
himself with the light as with a vesture ;" 
or to spread it out over the expanse of the 
visible universe. — Ps. civ. 2. 
. When the earth was " confusion and em^- 



16 THOUGHTS FOR THE DAY. 

tiness^ and darkness was upon the face <^ the 
deep ;" God said, " Let there be light," and 
light appeared. He filled that splendid lamp 
with its glory — that " greater light that 
rules the day,'' and forms the centre of the 
planetary system. He also gave the moon, 
that " lesser light that rules the night," to 
receive and reflect with softened lustre and 
with milder radiance, his glowing and daz- 
zling beams. " He made the stars also," — 
those innumerable suns of innumerable sys> 
tems, which bear their fires, and diffuse their 
brilliance throughout the circuit of heaven's 
vast canopy ; in number and in magnitude, 
extending far beyond the power of human 
thought and calculation. By Him who 
created the light, its rays were parted, and 
endued with their different powers. It is 
at His command, they give to the circling 
atmosphere its fair celestial hue : and when 
the passing cloud brings a dark shadow over 
its surface, God bids the falling drops of 
water to display, in bright and vivid colpur- 
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ing, the beautiful and blessed sign of His 
covenanted mercy. He causes those varied 
rays of light to robe the earth, and dye the 
flower, and sparkle in the gem ; and, in all 
the rich variety of their blended as well as 
simple tints, to cast over His diversified 
creation every colouring, and every appear- 
ance of living beauty. 

Light, the most lovely of all the elements, 
does therefore form a suitable and striking 
emblem of gifts the most excellent and glo- 
rious, with which it has pleased the Qod of 
all grace to enrich the soul of man. The 
faculties of thought and reason ; the powers 
of the understanding; perception, conscience, 
knowledge, and wisdom ; knowledge and 
wisdom in their highest sense — the know- 
ledge of the " Holy Ones;" the " wisdom that 
Cometh from above;" not only proceeding 
from God, but also leading to God : all of 
these are properly designated, light. 

Let the contemplation of this subject raise 
our thoughts upwards, to the loftY ^^^^^^ 

c2 
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of the high archangel, or lead them down- 
wards, to the instinct, that with undeviating 
regularity directs the motions of the smallest 
insect that fits through the air, or creeps 
upon the ground ; from the greatest to the 
least, or from the least to the greatest ; the 
light of instinct, of understanding, of intelli- 
gence, of wisdom, is from God, and Him 
alone. 

How blessed is the promise — how gracious 
is the encouragement given to all, who, sen- 
sible of their own ignorance, will humbly 
apply to this inexhaustible and overflowing 
Fountain for the supply of their necessities ! 
" If any of you lack wisdom, let him ask of 
God, who giveth liberally, and upbraideth 
not ; and it shall be given him, — Jas, i. 6. 

Almighty Father ! lo ! to Thee ! 
I lift the heart, and bead the knee ; 
I pray for wisdom from above, 
Thyself to know — thyself to love. 



V 
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Give me the Spirit of thy grace ; 
In Jesus, may T see thy face ; 
The " single eye," O Lord impart; 
And with thy glory fill my heart. 



SIXTH DAY. 



*» If we walk in the light, as He is in the light, 
we have fellowship one with another, and the blood 
OF Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth us from all sin." — 
1 John i. 7. 

" Will God in very deed dwell with man 
upon the earth ?" was an enquiry made by 
one, whose wisdom (raising him, as it could 
not but do, to pre-eminence among his 
fellow men) nevertheless melted down into 
insignificance, and a sense of sinfulness be- 
fore the presence of the Divine Majesty. 
He who dwells in the heaven of heavens 
vouchsafed to give to Solomon a gracious 
answer to his enquiry, in the fire and in the 
cloud ; — but, an answer more gracious, more 
full, more blessed, has been given \ivl\i^'»:^- 



r 
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pearance of Him who came down from the 
bosom of the Father, not only to dwell with 
man upon the earth, but also to lay down 
His life for His people ; thus opening a way 
whereby not the wise only and the learned, 
but also the poor and the unlearned, and 
such as the world count fools, might be 
raised to a state of communion with their 
God. (See Isa. xxxv. 8. 1 Cor. i. 27, 28. 
Eph. ii. 18. Heb. x. 19, &c.) Surely, hu- 
mility and lowliness of mind, self-abasement 
and self-renunciation, must become the cha- 
racteristics of all those who " walk in the 
light." And surely also we may cry, '* 
blessed mystery ! which, while it thus exalts 
fallen man, and brings him into fellowship 
with his Father and his Redeemer, does still 
secure the glory of God's holiness ; for the 
blood of Jesus Christ cleanseth from all 
sin." — Heb. ix. 7 ; and x. 19, &c. 

Lord ! in the soul thus sanctified and saved. 
Be the deep impress of thy name engraved. 
O let me catch the shining of thy rays, 
Receive their image, and reject l\\^ ^px^i^. 
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SEVENTH DAY. 

** There be many that say — Who will shew us any 
GOOD? LORD! LIFT UP the light of thy counte- 
nance UPON us. Thou hast put gladness in my heart, 
more than in the time their corn and their wine 
increased.'' — Paalm iv. 6, 7. 

There is in these words a beautiful transi- 
tion from the enquiry of the many, to the 
concentration of every wish in the one simple 
desire of the renewed and believing mind. 
The heart of man, by nature restless and un- 
satisBed, is constrained to seek elsewhere 
that good it hath not in itself. And good, 
real or supposed, all hearts are seeking. 
For, even the believer is seeking a greater 
measure Qf that good he has already found. 
But, where is good ? The enquiry made by 
many,: implies ^^^^ the search by them has 
hitherto been made in vain ; that with re- 
spect to human dependance and human effi- 
ciency, either through want of will or want 
of power, every experiment has failed. Ha^^y , 
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they who seek it, where it can alone be 
found, in the Divine Presence, the Divine 
Favour ; in Communion with God. God 
alone is good; and in the face of Jesus 
Christ he shines down upon sinful man, and 
gives him to rejoice in the light of His 
reconciled countenance. How is it, O Chris- 
tian, with thee? Art thou thirsting for a 
more abiding sense of the favour of thy 
God ? Then remember Him who said, — 
" Abide in me." As the beams of the Fa- 
ther's glory are always resting with ineffable 
delight upon the Son of His love, so, in 
those who are united to Jesus by a living 
faith, the Father is also well pleased. Is thy 
prayer, *' Lord, lift up the light of thy coun- 
tenance upon me V Look up, and behold 
it in the face of Jesus Christ, *' full of grace 
and truth." *' It is in Him the Father 
makes his face to shine upon his people ;" 
and as the eye of God, looking upon thee in 
Christ Jesus, beholds thee with delight and 
approbation ; so, looking up to God in Christ 
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Jesus, thou mayest behold His Face with 
delight and joy unspeakable, and rejoice in 
its beams for ever. 

Leader of thy faithful few ! 

Faithful, hut as kept by Thee ; 
As our journey we pursue. 

Let our eyes thy glory see 
Shining on us from above, 
God of truth ! and God of Love ! 



WEEK II. 

FIRST DAY. 

*' In this was manifested the love of God toward 
vSf because that God sent his only begotten Son 

INTO the world, that WE MIGHT LIVE THROUGH HiM. 

Herein is LOVE, not that we loved God, but that 
He loved us." — 1 John iv. 9, 10. 

Sweetest and loveliest of those living rays ! 
Which from the fountain of the Godhead flow ! 
On thee the cherubim undazzled gaze ; 
With thee the seraphim adoring glow ; 
Thou art the element of heaven above. 
Yet not to heaven's inhabitants confined ; 
The sacred joys that spring from holy love. 
Can bring their heaven to the lowliest mind. 

With softened lustre thine extended beams 
Have reached the depths of human wretchedness; 
In mercy's gentle, pure, benignant streams. 
Mighty to save, omnipotent to bless : 
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Maternal tenderness less kind appears 
Than His compassionate and gracious voice ; 
Who wept, that He might dry the mourners' 

. tears ; 
And sorrowed, that in Him, they might rejoice. 

Praise Him archangels ! ye who see His face ; 
Children of Zion ! let your songs arise : 
Sing the great mystery of redeeming grace, 
The joy of earth, the wonder of the skies : 
Yet not hy those who in His presence rest ; 
!Not hy archangels can His love he told ; 
Nor can the saints who comprehend it best. 
Its breadths ! and lengths ! and depths ! and 
heights! unfold. 

None but the God of wisdom and of might. 
Can tell His Nature, or declare His Name ; 
For " God is Love ;" Eternal ! Infinite ! 
Almighty ! Love, unchangeably the same. 
Jesus ! Emanuel ! — in Thee alone. 
Can fallen man that Name and Nature know ; 
The burning brightness of Jehovah's Throne, 
Is circled round with thine auspicious boNtf « 
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The rich effulgence of that love, Thou art ; 
Around thy cross its healing glories shine : 
O ! be their radiance shed in many a heart. 
To draw the love of many a heart to thine : 
Then let thy worshippers reflect thy rays ; 
And by their spirit prove their " God is Love ;" 
This shall more truly speak Jehovah's praise^ 
Than songs like those by angels sung above. 



SECOND DAY. 



" He thatdwelleth in love, dwelleth in God, and 
God in him." — 1 John iv. 16. 

What is it to dwell in love ? It is not to 
cherish an idolatrous or exclusive attachment 
to some created object — it is not the flow of 
the natural feelings and affections towards 
those with whom we are connected by the 
ties of nature — it is not the indulgence of a 
weak and indiscriminating kindness, lavished 
equally upon the worthy and the worthless; 
the righteous and the wicked. If to dwetf 
in love^ be to dwell in God^ and to ha?^ 
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God dwell in the soul, this love must in its 
nature resemble His own ; it must be a par- 
ticipation of His Spirit ; the life of God in 
the soul of man : for " God is Love/* 

Love is the expression of goodness — the 
manifestation of moral and spiritual excel- 
lence : it must therefore be wise, holy, dis- 
criminating, unfailing, enduring. " Charity 
never faileth :" and wherefore ? He from 
whom it springs — He who supplies the 
principle, ever liveth : and he has said, 
*' Because I live, ye shall live also/' Perfect 
love (perfect in its nature, however weak in 
its degree) is a fruit of the Spirit— a beam 
of that holy fire which comes down from 
above. It is produced by the knowledge of 
the love of God in Christ Jesus: and in 
proportion as the heart is under the con- 
straining power of this holy and heavenly 
affection, it will cleave to God with delight ; 
seek His glory ; do His will ; keep His com- 
mands ; and promote the welfare and hap- 
piness 6f his creatures. 
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My Heavenly Father ! to my waiting heart. 
Thy sacred presence, and thy grace impart ; 
And may the Spirit that proceeds from Thee, 
Make manifest that Jesus breathes in me ; 
So live in me, that I in thee may live. 
And to thy Name the praise and glory give. 



THIRD DAY. 



««I WILL WRITE UPON HIM MT KEW NaME." 

Rev. iii. 12. 

O ! inscribe it upon my understanding and 
my heart ! — upon my memory and my hope ! 
— upon my spirit and deportment! — ^my 
conduct and my life ! — that I may know and 
comprehend it — that I may love and delight 
in it — that I may call it to remembrance^ 
and meditate upon it — that it may be identi«^ 
fied with every desire of my soul — with ever}!! 
glad and joyful anticipation; that I may 
honour and magnify it — that it may be glori- 
fied in me, and by me, and for ever. O! 
write upon me thy " New Name!** * 
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The new Name has reference to the new 
covenant : that marvellous exhibition of the 
grace and glory of God, in which every thing 
is said to be new : " I will make a new 
covenant with the house of Israel/' &c. 
(Heb. viii. 8,). And it is called (Jer. xxxii. 
40.) " an everlasting covenant." It is a 
covenant of '* grace, mercy, and peace :" by 
virtue of which, there is freedom of access 
to God at all times, through a new and living 
way — everliving; for Christ himself, the 
mediator of the new covenant, is that way. 
He gives to His people a new commandment 
{Johtt xiii. 34 ; and 1 John ii, 7, 8.) ; old, 
as it respects its immutable nature ; yet new, 
as it is enforced and pressed upon us with 
additional and more binding obligations. To 
Him the new song is sung by His redeemed 
people ; — a song that will be for ever new ; 
because the theme will be for ever felt in all 
its power, and sweetness, and freshness- 
awakening anew the quick and glowing 
feelings of thankfulness, and love, and joy in 

D 1 
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ike ransomed church of Christ ; the new 
creation of God; the citizens of the New 
Jerusalem. And to this city we are said to 
be come even now (that is, by faith) ; and, 
looking for that new heaven and that new 
earth wherein dwelleth righteousness, it is 
fitting that our name should correspond with 
our state ; and in the kingdom of God and 
of the Lamb, that Holy Name shall be 
written, not only upon the tablets of the 
heart — not only upon the inward principles 
and affections — it shall give forth its radi- 
ance, and shine as a coronet of glory, and a 
diadem of beauty, on the head of the blessed 
inhabitants of Zion. For behold ! " God 
Himself will be with them, and be their 
God;" and they shall see, and they shall 
reflect His glory. Then will the word that He 
hath spoken be fulfilled — the word of Him 
that sits upon the throne : " Behold ! I make 
all things new!" The tabernacle of God 
will be with men, and he will dwell with 
them, and they shall be his peot>le ^ and God 
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himself shall be with them, and be their 
God, &c. ; and they shall see His face, and 
His Name shall be in their foreheads."— 
Rev. xxi. 2, 3, 4; and xxii. 4. 

Fix CD my brow thy sacred seal ; 

And let my life my Lord proclaim ; 
A nd to my inmost soul reveal 

The hidden glories of thy Name. 



FOURTH DAY. 



**GoD IS Love; and he that dwelleth in love 

DWELLETH IN GOD, AND GOD IN HIM." — 1 Johu iv. 16. 

** Love is the fulfilling of the law ;" and 
the law is a transcript of the divine perfections. 
Love worketh no ill — it worketh good : it is 
communicative goodness. God is in him- 
self, GOOD ; infinite, eternal, unchangeable, 
unmingled good. But, when it is said, 
** God is love ;" an object is supposed, or 
oi^e^ts^ for whose benefit that good is going 
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forth. Love is goodness in the act of bless- 
ing : — " I will bless thee/' said God to Abra- 
ham, " and thoa shalt be a Messing :" — bless- 
ing, and blessed. And this is urged upon 
believers as a gospel motive for love, and 
pity, and coartesy (1 Pet. iii. 9). Bdievers 
are bid to be perfect, as their Father in heaven 
is perfect — merciful, as He is merciful — ^kind, 
as He is kind — to the unthankful and to the 
evil ; yet, this does not preclude the selection 
of the judgment ; the preference of the heart; 
the love of complacency in those with whom 
the feelings are in unison. Crod himself has 
those in whom He takes especial delight ; 
and with whom he holds the closest com- 
munion. And they who love God, will love 
vnth the purest and strongest affection all 
those who most resemble Him — all good and 
holy beings ; and will delight in them in 
proportion as they bear His image. Again : 
This does not set aside, nor weaken, the flow 
of the natural affections; on the contrary, 
they are r^ulated and enforced from higher 
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i holier motives than those of nature, or 
)se of merely self-gratification. Where 
jre is the love of God, there will he the 
e of kindred, for the relative ties are 
med by God himself: and every one of 
5 different relations of life, does powerfully 
i significantly serve to shadow forth what 
! is to His people, and what they are to 
m. And with regard to all other creatures, 
e will take the form of kindness, bene- 
ence, or pity, according to their character, 
idition, or circumstances ; and according 
the opportunity afforded, and the power 
1 ability possessed, will become the me- 
im of good; for Love, being an active 
Dciple, wherever it may exist, it " worketh 
)d ;" " accounting it more blessed to give 
in to receive." 

Though I but darkly in thy word 
Discern the glory of my Lord ; 
O may that little bind me still 
To learn and do thy Holy Will, 
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As saints and angels do above. 

Led by a principle of love ; 

Love to that Lord, who first loved me ; 

Then gave my soul His love to see. 



FIFTH DAY. 

" Love is the fulfilling of the law." — Rom, xiii, 10 

** Love is the fulfilling of the law ;*' and 
'* sin is the transgression of the law :" con- 
sequently, sin is a defect in love. And thii 
may also be inferred from the tenor of oui 
Lord's injunction to his disciples — ** If y( 
love me, keep my commandments.'' Thej 
who love God with all " their heart, and soul 
and strength, and mind," cannot wilfully oi 
willingly transgress against Him ; and thej 
who love their neighbour as themselves, can- 
not intentionally or deliberately do him an 
injury. Love is therefore the sanctifying 
principle ; and properly termed in the Scrip- 
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ture, the " bond of perfectness ;" and " the 
fulfilling of the law ;" for if we truly love 
God, we shall seek His glory : if we truly 
love our neighbour, we shall seek his good. 
Faith is said to work by love. Where the 
incorruptible seed of divine truth takes root 
in the heart, a life of faith and love will be 
the sure and blessed result — that faith which 
leads a man to Christ, and that love which 
makes him His willing servant for ever. For 
while faith will bring a man to God, it is 
love that must keep him from departing 
from Him. It is true, that God has said, 
'' I will put my fear in their hearts, that 
they shall not depart from me." But, what 
is this fear? It is the fear of going astray; 
the fear of doing any thing that might justly 
awaken His displeasure ; the fear of disho- 
nouring His Name, by even the '' appearance 
of evil ;" which, for the sake of Him whose 
name he bears, the Christian would desire 
to watch against. It is not therefore the 
fear that hath torment: perfect love wilL 
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fetst out this. It is not dread oif tefrol:— it 
is a holy fear, springing from love. It is^ a 
holy anxiety to be perfect with God — a hdfy 
desire of enjoying His smile, and of retaining 
that blessed sense of His presence, that high 
communion, which is the believer's greatest 
privilege, his portion, and his joy. He feftrs, 
heeau^ he loves ; and he fears greatly, be- 
cause he loves supremely ; and he fears al- 
ways, because his love to God never beeonMs 
extinguished ; he fears God greatly, but he 
loves Him more. The favour of the Lbrd is 
his treasure, and over this he watches in the 
spirit of holy fear ; for where the treasure is, 
there will the heart be also; atid "both will 
be, where his God is, in heaven. God has 
said, " I will write my law upon their heart." 
And how does He do this ? By the revela- 
tion of His love to the heart, and shedding 
it abroad there. (Rom. v. 5.) He engraves 
His precepts on the tablets of the heart, by 
the manifestation of His favour — by the 
transforming power of His grace — ^by the 
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beaming forth of His " tender mercy and 
loving -kindness'^ upon the soul, in and 
through Christ Jesus. It is by this the 
heart is softened, melted, becomes impres- 
sible, receives His image, and loses it no 
more. " We love Him," says the apostle, 
** because He first loved us.*' Having re- 
ceived mercy, we shew mercy ; and that 
law, which is love, is loved by God's children, 
and kept. 

How beautiful thy light ! 

How wonderful thy love ! 
The beam that falls to bless my sight ; 

The joy of heaven above. 

Lord ! still that light impart ! 

O ! still that love reveal ! 
And on the tablets of my heart 

Impress thy Spirit's seal. 
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SIXTH DAY. 

" By whom also we have access by faith into thm 
araoe wherein we stand, and rejoice in hope of tvs 
GLORY OF God." — Rom, v. 2. 

A scriptural hope of glory is an unfailing 
spring of joy ; we '* rejoice in hope of th6 
glory of •God:" in the hope of beholding 
and reflecting that glory. 

The glory of man is said to be like a 
fading flower — a flower of the field, tran- 
sient, perishing, passing away. It is like 
a meteor-light^ flashing for a moment, and 
— gone. But the glory of God ! — it is 
eternal as His being. Can the hope of man, 
fallen man, be identified with this? Man, 
fallen man, as such, is tending to the dust : 
and without God, he is without hope in the 
world ; but, on redeemed, renewed, restored 
man, the glory of God has already dawned. 

When Adam was first formed, he walked 
forth amidst the works of creation, in all 
the splendour and dignity of his original 
righteousness; he was holy, just and good ; 
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for the law was written upon the tablets of 
his heart ; and he stood erect, and bore aloft, 
and upon his front, the image and likeness 
of his Maker. But he fell by disobedience ; 
tibe law was broken into fragments; the 
crown fell from his head ; and the glory de- 
parted. He could no longer hold communion 
with God — no longer rejoice in the light of 
His countenance. Banished the presence 
of the Divine Majesty, the darkness of death 
fell upon his soul, and joy was no more. 
Bowed down under a weight of guilt and 
soncow, he fled and hid himself. He could 
neither look upward, nor forward, till that 
God against whom he had sinned, was 
plesMied to reveal his grace, and set before 
hkai a gracious promise, which gave birth to 
hope ; the first sure word of prophecy ; the 
commencement of that revelation to which, 
not Adam only, bat all his children, are even 
tlow exhorted to take heed, till the shadows 
of the night shall pass away, and the dark- 
n^yB^, of nature flee before the morning beam 
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of mercy — " until the day dawn, and the day- 
star arise in your hearts." Once arisen ^Aere, 
and it shall go down no more. It is a re- 
surrection unto life — it is the rising: of the 
" Sun of Righteousness/* whose light is the 
*' light of life/' and whose glory is eternal ; 
for It is the glory of God in the face of Jesus 
Christ ; " and we all with open face behold- 
ing, as in a glass, the glory of the Lord, pre 
changed into the same image from glory to 
glory, as by the Spirit of the Lord." True 
it is, " the body is dead, because of sin ; but 
the spirit is life, because of righteousness." 
The soul being renewed after the image of 
Him who created it, the light of Jehovah's 
countenance once more sheds its blessed 
and cheering radiance upon the work of his 
hands; and knowing that He, who raised 
Christ from the dead, will also quicken our 
mortal bodies, by His Spirit that dwelleth in 
us, in this assured expectation, we rejoice 
in hope of the glory of God. " Christ is 
formed in our hearts, the hope of glory /* 
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and by bis grace we will " hold fast the 
confidence, and the rejoicing of the hope^ 
even to the end." 

Jesus ! the hope of glory thou ! — 
Before thy feet I humbly bow : 
Through Thee, thy blood and righteousness, 
My soul to God has firee access ; 
Believing, I rejoice in Thee : 
But O ! what joy will beam on me. 
When faith and hope are changed to sight, 
In glory^s everlasting light ! 



SEVENTH DAY. 



" I BESEECH Thee, shew me Thy glory." 

Exodus xxxiii. 18. 

Little did Moses apprehend the full im- 
port; of his prayer. He will be learning it 
throQghout the ages of eternity ; and it will 
be to his eternal joy. The prayer was a 
gr^^t /One ; and, considering the miracles he 

e2. 
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had witnessed in the deliverance of Israel ;' 
and the terrific grandeurs displayed oA 
Mount Sinai, in the giving of the law ;' it 
must also be considered a bold request. The 
prayer of Moses vfas doubtless the^ ex* 
pression of awakened desire, from the a8« 
Burances he had already received of 6od'« 
favour. " Thou hast found grace in my sight, 
and I know thee by name.'* And thus jit 
will ever be. The revelation of the grace 0f 
God will thus invariably operate : that which 
comes from God, will lead to God : and an 
apprehension of His favour, will always draw 
and bind the heart to Himself. Whea th« 
Almighty sheds down upon the soul QU 
*' grace, and peace, and mercy," that spjol 
will not sit down satisfied with the gift, il 
will press on to the knowledge of the Giv^, 
Nor will that blessed Benefactor be!t<iia^ 
pleased with the fervour, or the boIdneS8,tof 
the prayer which says : " Not thine^ ;eilono^ 
but Thee. It is Thyself I seekv':.:.UuiiS 
said/ ''Jehovah spake to Moees/'^laajilt^Ao 
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&ce/ Sis a man speaketh with his friend.'*'^— 
Ex. xxxiii. 11. 

Christians are sometimes heard complain- 
ing of a want of comfort — they want com- 
fort — they want gladness — they want joy. 
Could they but mould their wish into a 
mored^nite form, and seek the presence of 
thcCoiiFORTEB, their complaints would 
speedily kse^se. No creature can be wholly 
divested of self. There is, however, a danger 
mid >which many are liable to fall, namely, 
that of being wholly absorbed in self: and 
conifort must be derived from a higher 
sotirceJ 'Christians, seeking comfort, would 
di-w^l to examine whether their desires are 
*vague and indistinct; or whether they centre 
ki iny definite object ; and, if they do so, 
whether that object be God, or self . And 
wkatever, or however it may be with them, 
let -them take, for direction and encourage- 
jneiitv the j)rayet of Moses, and then let them 
itieditate upon^ the gracious result—" I will 
make^^U ^my j^oodnesd to pass before thee.'' 
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It is remarkable, that fifteen hundred 
years afterwards, when Christ appeared in 
glory on the Mount of Transfiguration, Moses 
was one of the favoured few who beheld that 
glory, and held converse with Jesus there. 

If it be sweet on earth to seek 
And watch His dawning light ; 

What will it be when He shall break, ^ 
In glory, on the sight ? 



■ I 



WEEK III. 

FIRST DAY. 
'* Because I live, ye shall live also." — JoAnxiv.l9. 

Like to a trembling spark of fire 
Upborne on Ocean's restless wave ; 
Faint, quivering, ready to expire ; 
Which miracle alone can save ; 
Such, Saviour ! seems the life divine 
Kindled in this poor heart of mine ; 
Preserved on life's tempestuous sea. 
And kept from perishing by Thee. 

Thy wond'rous ways I cannot skill ; 
Too high ! too deep ! for mortal sight ; 
Thy paths through mighty waters still 
Thyself alone can bring to light ; 
This, Saviour ! only, I discern ; 
The spark, which Thou hast made to burn ; 
The feeblest life derived from Thee ; 
No power can make it cease to be. 
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SECOND DAY. 

** That \vhich was from the beginning, which wi 

HAVE HEARD, WHICH WE HAVE SEEN WITH OUR EYES 
WHICH WE HAVE LOOKED UPON, AND OUR HANDS HAVl 
HANDLED, OF THE WORD OF LIFE."— IJoAii i. 1. 

" Behold !" said the risen Saviour, to Hii 
disciples, " behold my hands and my feet 
that it is I myself! — handle me, and see;— 
for a spirit hath not flesh and bones, as y< 
see me have.'* Yet, " God is a Spirit ;" anc 
Jesus Christ is *' God ; over all, blessed fo 
ever. Amen." And these declarations an 
indubitable facts; they are scriptural veri 
ties; they are truths, not only in perfec 
harmony and accordance, the one with thi 
other ; but it is also of the highest im 
portance for the safety and happiness of th< 
soul, that they should be received, under 
stood, and had continually in remembrance 

When " the Lord God formed man of th 
dust of the earth," it is said, " He breather 
into his nostrils the breath of lives, and mai 
became a living soul.*' (Gen, ii. 7.) Mai 
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has therefore a fnateirial body, and an im- 
material spirit : and the service and worship 
of both the one and the other are due to that 
God, from whom both proceeded. Homage, 
therefore, of merely an external nature ; the 
service of the lips, with singly the prostra- 
tion of the body ; all outward rites and ce- 
remonies, and forms of worship, however 
studiously and habitually observed ; if thejr 
be destitute of life and power, and are pre- 
sented before God, without the heart, must 
prove a mockery of His Holy Majesty, and 
can only be the result of an utter ignorance 
of his nature. For they who suppose such 
services can. be acceptable to God, must 
think of Him ** as being altogether such an 
one as themselves ; aflPected by exterior shew 
and splendour, and circumstances adapted 
to affect the senses. But far, far otherwise 

is the 6LOBY of THE GREAT JeHOVAH ! 

" God is a Spirit, and they who worship 
Him, must worship Him in spirit and in 
truth." He demands the intelligent homage 
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-^aiihe understanding — ^the sincere and entire 
devotion of the heart. , . 

i ;. Nevertheless, God is the Eternal and In- 
finite Spirit ; and it may be asked. How 
shall finite comprehend Infinity ? ''Who can 
by searching find out God? — who can find 
out the Almighty to perfection? High as 
heaven! — what canst thou do? Deep as 
the grave ! —what canst thou know V Man, 
as the creature of sense, is looking for that 
which may be sensibly apprehended : and 
God, in the greatness of His condescension, 
stoops down to meet the weakness of His 
creature; and, taking upon Him human 
fiesh, becomes, in the Person of the Incar- 
nate Word, " Emanuel "— " God mih m" 
No altar need now be erected./' to the 
unknown God ;" for human eyes havofseen 
Him, and have looked upon Him with de- 
light. " We beheld His glory," says,^e 
beloved apostle, " full of grace and truth.*' 
" We have heard» we have beheld^ <fur 
" hands havje handled, of the Wood of JLife." 
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^'itris'hideed true that he sojourned «tai6cig 

man, only for a very little season. It is true, 

that he is now ascended up on high; and 

^'tftkt with the eye of the body, his people, 

'"^till fittangers and pilgrims upon earth, can-* 

^abt now behold him : yet, with the eye of 

^'faith, they can follow him to the world 

'•libove, and see Him seated on the throne of 

■*^U glory. By faith, they substantiate in- 

''viisible tealities: and, while he is thus by 

E^^tliem, spiritually apprehended, he is so, as a 

"reiil, living, and glorious Object, who will 

" khdrtly be revealed and made manifest to 

^tJMii^ opeii Vision ; and to every humble dis- 

-^ffApte of his risen Lord, yea, to all who with 

•«hisi»€*ftnd ddight anticipate his appearing, 

Sfllettfays, ftd he did to his disciples of old, 

n«^?¥«t,*a' little while, and ye shall see me." 

-9l¥ Tbey shill see him, face to face." 

^Mi£rtbe ctouds and darkness round Thee, 
'^¥Vitti discerns thy glorious light; 
''"Piertws tinrou^ till she has found Thee, 
afiAid liltfl«eeps her Letd in sight 
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THIRD DAY. 

"Grace and peace be multiplied unto you, 

THROUGH THE KNOWLEDGE OF GoD AND OF JeSUS OUB 

LoRD/'—l Pet, i. 2. 

All men have not faith. And many of those 
ji who have faith, many who are true believerSj 

are weak in the faith : and, alas ! even the 
strongest will often have to pray with the 
apostles: "Lord! increase our faith." It 
is evident that when faith is weak, there will 
be little strength, and little abiding peace, 
Nevertheless, let the weakest believer bless 
God for his faith, however small the degree ; 
for even the least is precious. Most pre- 
cious may that well be deemed, which saves 
the soul. Weakness of faith may often be 
occasioned by defective knowledge : for^ 
while it is true, that faith does not spring 
from the mere exercise of the intellect, it is 
also true that it does accord with the rational 
convictions of an enlightened understanding. 
It is the "belief of the truth." And Scripture 
authorizes the conclusion, that he who walks 
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faithfully^ according to the little light he 
possesses^ shall have that light increased 
more and more, even unto the perfect day. 
God will give him to see more clearly, and 
apprehend more fully, the riches of the glory 
of his grace as it is revealed in Christ Jesus. 
And with that growth in knowledge, his 
faith will grow also ; and his peace will be 
according to his faith ; it will be " multi- 
plied." The little strean^ shall become a 
river, and the river will flow on to the ocean. 
" For thus saith the Lord," concerning his 
Church, *' Behold ! I will extend peace to 
her as a river ; the glory of the Gentiles as a 
flowing stream :" " Peace, peace, to him that 
is near, and to him that is afar off;" ''For 
unto us a child is born, unto us a son is 
given; and the government shall be upon his 
shoulder; and his name shall be called 
Wonderful, Counsellor, God, the Mighty 
One, . the everlasting Father, the Prince of 
pe^ce^ .XJ)f],the increase of his government 
and of his pe^ce. there shall be no end." 
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" This," said our blessed Lord, " is life eter- 
nal, to know Thee, the only true God, and 
Jesus Christ whom thou hast sent." May 
we seek this knowledge more and more !-*- 
and may the God of peace, the Prince of 
peace, the Lord of peace, multiply to us, 
its gracious and peaceful fruit ! — Amen. 

Father ! yet more aud more to me impart 
That light which fills aud sanctifies the heart ; 
While streams of grace, of mercy, and of peace, 
Thence springing, multiply with its increase ; 
And flowing on, as rivers to the sea, 
Bear me to heaven, to glory, and to Thee! 



FOURTH DAY. 



'' He that followeth me, shall not walk in dark- 
ness, BUT shall have THE LIGHT OF LIFE/' — 

John viii.'W. 

Yet, many a cloud may pass across ^Hre 
spiritual heavens ; and many a mist m2LJ tH" 
tercept between the believer and tUe gtortiiUs 
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* V. 



Sun. His own spiritual vision^ the ey|^. of 
his mind* or* in other words* his faith* will 
not be always equally strong; nor* conse^- 
quently* his perspective* always equally clear. 
The world through which he is passing has 
its deep valleys* and its dark overshadowing 
mountains : his path will often be wrapped 
in uncertainty ; so as to seem perple^^ed* in- 
tricate* and hidden ; and at times he tnay 
scarcely know where to set his feet : never- 
theless* it shall not be altogether *' darkness;^' 
there shall appear a glimmering of light* 
sufficient to preserve him in the way of duty 
and of safety* and to cheer him as he jour- 
nies on. Also* he shall not abide in dark- 
ness (see John xii. 46). The light will break 
through the cloud* and disperse the sur- 
rounding vapours ; and he shall walk and 
rejoice in that light : for it is the light of 
Ufe; the light that imparts life* cherishes 
and sustains it. '' The path of the just is 
^ the shining light which shines brighter 
andl^ighter to the perfect day. 

v1 '■ 
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He shall not be in darkness as to whait he 
should believe ; — however partially dome 
truths may be revealed, and whatever cfc- 
scurity may rest upon others, he has the 
promise of the Spirit, to guide him into all 
truth ; all, that for the glory of God, anA 
the salvation of his soul, it is needful he 
should know. P 

He shall not be in darkness as to what he 
should do ; for, as the facts and the doc- 
trines of God's Holy Word form the rule of 
his faith, so its commandments and its pre- 
cepts mark the road for his feet ; and Hei 
who says to him, " Follow me," has also set 
him an example, that he should tread in his 
steps. And whatever troubles, whatever dif- 
ficulties may have a threatening or over- 
whelming appearance, God has declared that 
** the mountains and the hills shall be beaten 
down ; the valleys shall be exalted ; the' 
crooked shall be made straight; and the 
rough places plain." ''The light shall shibe 
upon thy ways." And' to him who follows 
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his Lord, the promises shall assuredly be 
fulfilled. "Thy light shall rise in obscurity. 
** The light shall shine upon thy ways."' 
'' And thy darkness shall be as the noon<^ 
day." 

Hail ! blessed Light ! — my guide thou art : ' 

Still on my darkness rise. 
Hail! blessed Light ! whose beams impart ' 

A meetaess for the skies ; 
Life-giving radiance ! shining forth to bless; 
Source of all hope, and joy, and holiness ; 
Until I reach my home^^my heaven, and Thee, 
Shiae— -ever shine — let me thy glory see. 



1 ' • . 



FIFTH DAY. 

"Fob we aee saved by hope: but hope th>t p, 

SEEN IS NOT HOPE : FOR WHAT A MAN SEETH, WHY DOTH 
HE TET HOPE FOR ? BUT IP WE HOPE FOR THAT WE StE 
NOfy THEil DO WB WITH PATIENCE WAIT FOR IT.'*«*^'-"' 

,, , , /IwB. yiii. 24,^2A^ > 

•That Uessedness which is unfolded tol the *: 
ey^.cif' faith/ and for which patience waiter ^i^^^ 
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the substance of the believer's hope. Shoul4, 
the question arise, or the enquiry be mad^yv 
In what does that blessedness consist? H 
may be replied ; that such is its nature^ . and -. 
such also is its magnitude, that even now^ 
even here, in this imperfect state, the ox- 
pectation it awakens, the hope to which > it 
gives life, will be found to impart an elaslji^ 
city to the mind, and a buoyancy to the feel-, 
ings; an energy to the soul, and a joy to tl^$ 
heart ; which nothing else ever did, or ev^ 
can give; and which, at all times, and. in 
every instan^^e, where it is cherished, will 
become a powerful and influential principle; 
pure, holy, sanctifying and imperishable: 
proceeding, as it does, from the communi- 
cation of the Holy Spirit of God ; by the re- 
newal of which it is also maintained. He is 
therefore called "The God of Hope/' '* Now 
the God of Hope fill you with all joy aiid 
peace in believing, that ye may abqunfljY^ 
hope through the power of the Holy Ghofjlj^'! 
Rom. XV. Hence it is necessarily a ,^|;y^Iy(i( 
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" living hope f for the " Spirit is life/' 
ttd by the mighty working of that Spirit 
he Spirit of God and of Christ), He who is 
»th our life and our hope, namely, the Lord 
S8US Christ, is formed in the heart — the 
Hope of Glory/' 

The sinner, out of Christ, can have no 
tre, no saving hope ; for this must spring 
Dm faith in the promises of God : and ** all 
[6 promises of God are yea, and amen, in 
hrist Jesus." (2 Cor. i. 20). 
The children of this world are walking in 
le pageantry of a passing show : they are 
bouring, and wasting their strength, for 
at which ultimately can yield them no sa- 
{faction : their hope, and its fruition, will 
ike make them ashamed. And while they 
e heaping up their stores of glittering dust, 
id ** setting their heart on that which is 
it," they know not, in one short moment of 
bid, who may lay claim to their treasures $ 
I'd^ it may be, scatter to the winds the gain 

ifaany a weary year, the whole of the fruit 



*\ 
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of their manifold cares^ anxieties, efforts, 
ambition, and hope. 

" What have I waited for? and where is 
my hope? — Lord! my hope is in Thee!" 
Thus said the Psalmist, and thus says the 
Christian ; for, principles are the same under 
every dispensation. 

The same Lord is equally and emphati-* 
cally, at all times the Hope of his people ; 
{Joel iii. 16 ; 1 Tim. i. 1.). And their desire 
and their expectation, the consummation of 
all their felicity, was identified in ancient 
days, as it now is, with *' the blessed hope 
and glorious appearing,'' or '* the appear- 
ance in glory," of their, and our, " great God 
and Saviour Jesus Christ." (Titus ii. 13.) 
And well may it be called a " blessed hope;" 
for *' when He shall appear, we shall appear 
with Him in glory :" " we shall be like Him ; 
we shall see Him as He is." (1 John. iii. 2; 
Col. iii. 4.). Such is the testimony of the 
apostles ; and such also was the faith and 
the expectation of Job : "I know that my 
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Redeemer liyetb^ and that he shall stand at 
the latter day upon the earthy 8cc. I shall 
see God, whom mine eyes shall behold for 
myself, and not another." {Job xix. 25. 27.) 
Such was the anticipation of David : " I 
shall behold thy face in righteousness ; I 
shall be satisfied, when I awake, with thy 
likeness." (Ps. xvii. 15.) And such is the 
desire expressed by our blessed Lord in the 
intercessory prayer he offered up for his 
Church before His passion : '* Father ! I 
will that they whom thou hast given me, be 
with me where I am, that they may behold 
my glory." (John xvii. 34.) The appearance 
of Christ ! — the presence of Christ ! — like- 
ness to Christ !•— communion with Christ ! — 
such is the hope, desire, and expectation of 
His children ; — a hope, extending beyond the 
shadowy dreams of a dying world ; to an 
inheritance incorruptible and undefiled, and 
that fadeth not away; — to a meetness for, 
and an admission into, the beatific vision 
OF God. 



e not. Saviour i mi i.^^ .. 
en that bright light shall on my spirit 
Thee — to God — to glory — I awake. 



SIXTH DAY. 



'' Rejoice in the Lord always ; and again 
uoicE." — Phil, iv. 4. 

This is an apostolic injunction ; it if 
3re according to the will of God^ 
eem strange that such a precept sh' 
hrown into the form of an exhortatioi 
3y must be a spontaneous feeling 
' -«:«rr from the souFs delight 
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that can never be dried up. The apostlo 
must therefore be considered as reminding 
t^e believer of this source of his joy, and 
of his consequent high privilege, rather than 
as issuing a command. Nevertheless, the 
privilege is still a duty, as jevery duty will be 
found to be a privilege. Joy in God, implies 
a humble and thankful recognition of His 
grace and His goodness. Let the Christian 
call to remembrance the reasons for his joy, 
tri^ced by the finger of God Himself in all the 
^i£jj^|]^tioi^s, both of His providence and 
qf, I^ijB grace. Let him look back upon the 
i|Vj^j.tb^( Qod hath led him; and surely this 
5JJ1 i^yaken thankfulness : and thankfulness 
M^J^y nji^DSt always go hand in hand. Then 
agf,^^^ ll^t. him. search the Scriptures, and 
JKJ^fyhat Christ hath done for him ; is now 
dfijn^; ,{^n4. has engaged to do in the ages 
Xfi*^l?iW»e? " We joy in Sod," says the 
^]^ile^..|'^y whom we have 'received the 
^ttoD^mentf!' Sin is for ever done away, 
T]|}g^r(4 hath '' put away sin by the sacrificci 

G 
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of himself. " He hath finished transgression, 
made an end of sin^ made reconciliation for 
iniquity, wrought out and brought in ever- 
lasting righteousness." {Dan. ix. 24.) And 
shall we not rejoice in His Holy Name? 
" Rejoice in the Lord always ; and again I 
say. Rejoice ;" in His Person and Perfec- 
tions; His Truth and Grace; His Word, 
His Work, His All-sufficiency and His Glory i 
Who, O Christian! can estimate the un- 
searchable riches of Christ ? And behold ! 
He gives his riches and Himself to thee! 
If thou hast "joy in the Holy Ghost," it is 
from the gift of His Spirit ; for He is the 
Spring and Life of all holy joy ;" He is within 
thee, the " well of water," which, once open- 
ed, will spring up to " everlasting life." 

Yes ! blessed Saviour ! from thyself alone 
Joy to the soul, and sweet refreshment flows: 

Where thou art pleased to make thy glory known, 
There is salvation — holiness — repose. 

Still let thy Spirit to my soul supply 

The joy, that lives — the life, that cannot die. : 
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SEVENTH DAY. 

** Thov, Lord! art a shield for me, my glort, 

AND THE LIFTER UP OF MY HEAD." — Psalm ill. 3. 

This is the Christian's Lord ; the Lord 
Jesus Christ; Jehovah; the Saviour ; 
the Anointed. He who gives '* grace and 
glory ;'' the Sun and the Shield of his ran- 
somed and beHeving people. 

Every child of Adam is born into this 
world in a state of sin and death ; under 
captivity to Satan, and in danger of ever- 
lasting destruction. The perfections of God^ 
and the terrors of His broken law, stand in 
array against man considered as a sinner; 
and the Word of God declares that " all 
have sinned, and come short of the glory of 
God/' {Rom. iii. 19; John iii. 36.) And no 
cue can take up the triumphant language of 
the text, but the soul that has fled for re- 
fuge to the cross of Christ — the man that 
knows the truth, and whom the truth has 
rendered free. {Johfi viii. 12.) He who has 
laid hold of the horns of that altar, Vv^ vi\i^ 



■ 
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has laid hold of Christ, received Christ, 
put on Christ, has around him the shield of 
His Salvation. Yea, the Lord Himself is his 
Shield ; and he may sing with the Psalmist, 
'' Jehovah is my light and my salvation, 
whom shall I fear ? Jehovah is the strength 
of my life, .of whom shall I be afraid ?" Not 
of sin : for it is written, ** He shall save his 
people from their sins *' — from their guilt by 
his blood ; from their power by bis Spirit. 
'* These things write I unto you, that ye sin 
not. If any man sin, we have an advocate 
with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous ; 
and he is the propitiation for our sins :" as 
it is written, " Sin shall not have dominion 
over you ; for ye are not under the law, but 
under grace." He shall not fear the law 
and its penalty ; for " there is no condemna- 
tion to them that are in Christ Jesus ; who 
walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit;" 
Christ having, as their head and surety, ful- 
filled all the demands of the law, and en- 
dured all its penalty. Shall he fear death? 
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Jesus has said, " I am the resurrection an^l 

i--,i»* ■■■■■' '■ '.,1 

th^ life : he that believeth in me, though he 
were 4ead, yet shall he live. And he that 
livetb, and believeth in me, shall never die." 
"He shall not see death." Shall he fear 
^e adversary, the great enemy of God and 
^an ? Satan cannot touch that soul, either 
as accuser or destroyer ; for Christ justifies, 
and Christ saves ! {Rom. viii. 33, 34.) " My 
ijiOrd, and ray God !" Well may I glory 
in Thee ! In myself I will not glory. " He 
that glorieth, let him glory in the Lord." 
" And in this will I glory, that I am thine ; 
and that I know Thee ; and know Thee to 
be '* my shield, my glory, and the lifter up of 
my head." '* My soul foUoweth hard after 
Thee ; Thy right-hand upholdeth me." 

t In thy strength, my bow abiding, 

Though the archers watch to wound. 
In thy shield of love confiding 
I am safe, encompassed round. 

o 2 
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Answering my supplication. 
Over me thy wings are spread ; 

God, the God of my salvation, 
Covers my unguarded head. 

In the Son of God possessing 
Wbdom — power — victory ! 

Lord of Hosts, how rich a blessing 
Rests on all who trust in Thbb ! 
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WEEK IV. 

FIRST DAY. 

"Wherefore take unto you the whole armour 
OF God, that ve may be able to withstand in the 
evil day^ and having done all, to stand. Stand 
therefore, having your loins girt about with 
truth, and having on the breast-plate of righte- 
ousness, AND YOUR FEET SHOD WITH THE PREPARATION 
OF THE GOSPEL OF PEACE." — Eph, vi. 13, 14, 15. 

Child of God ! let nought confound thee. 

Wear thy panoply of light ; 
Gird thy heavenly armour round thee. 

Fight the good, the glorious fight ; 
Standing firm, or pressing onward. 

Strong in thy Redeemer's might. 

Look to Christ, He will direct thee. 
When and where thine arms to wield ; 

He will guide thee, and protect thee, 
Jesus is both Sun and Shield : 

Follow thy victorious Leader, 
Keep thy station in the field. 



68 
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Let His eye with joy inspire thee, 

See it ever on thee r^st ; 
Let His Word with ardour fire thee, 

Wear His Name upon thy breast ; 
Till the height of Zion gaining, 

Thou art in His Presence blest. 



There will He in triumph raise thee, 
CroWiied l^ith joy and victory ; 

O ! how will the sight amaze thee^ 
Beaming forth eternally ! 

God ! in His own light and glory ; 
God ! in cloudless majesty ! 
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Child of God ! let nought affright thee ; 

All that is, thy Lord obeys ; 
To His cross^ by faith unite thee. 

Where He bids, thy standard raise ; 
Go, from conquering, to conquer : 

Thine, salvation — His, the praise. 
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V 

SECOND DAY. 

** With the heart man believeth unto righteous- 
«JEss." — Rom. X. 10. 

" Hearken unto me, ye that follow after 
ighteousness, ye that seek the Lord." It 
s written in God's Holy Word, that " Israel, 
^hich followed after the law of righteous- 
less, hath not attained to the law of 
ighteousness ; and wherefore? Because they 
nought it not by faith, but as it were by the 
works of the law ; whereas, ''the just shall 
ive by faith ;" for, " By grace ye are saved, 
;hrough faith, and that not of yourselves, it 
8 the gift of God." (Eph. ii. 8.) Through 
'aith ; that is, according to Rom. x. 10, be- 
Hevifig with the heart. 

The elementary principles of a righteous 
md holy life, are faith and love : and with- 
)ut these, the outward form of worship will 
lyail but little in the sight of Him who 
* looketh to the heart.*' The external form, 
lestitute of the spirit, resembles a body 
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without the soul : it is like an artificial tree^ 
having, it may be, the semblance of fruit, but 
only the semblance. For, holy fruits must 
proceed from the Spirit of Holiness ; hence 
they are called the " fruits of the Spirit:" 
{GaL V. 22.) and these fruits we learn, in 
Luke viii. 15, proceed from seed sown, and 
taking root, in the heart. 

The expression, " with the heart man be- 
lieveth unto righteousness," signifies, that 
the belief here spoken of is not merely an 
historical faith, or the reception of a state- 
ment of facts ; nor is it simply the assent of 
the understanding to a correct system of 
doctrine. It is the complacent delight of 
the affections ; it is the cordial reception of 
the truth into the heart. He that is made 
wise unto salvation, will hearken to the voice 
of heavenly wisdom. " My son, give me 
thine heart." And the heart must first be- 
lieve unto righteousness, before confession 
can be made with the lips unto salvation." 

True faith is a living and active principle; 
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it lays hold of Him who is Jehovah our 
Righteousness. And in Him, that is to 
say, in Christ Jesus (who is the end of the 
law for righteousness to every one that be* 
lievetb)^ the soul stands complete and with-* 
out spot before God. {Rom. x. 4.) This is the 
garment of salvation ; the bright and shining 
robe, the vesture of glory, in which the soul 
must be arrayed before it can enter into the 
presence of the King of kings. {Isa, Ixi. 10 ; 
and Matt.xKii. 12.) Yet "the King's daugh- 
ter is also all glorious within." The spirit 
and walk of the believer will accord with his 
internal principles ; and his life and conver- 
sation must harmonize with his dignity and 
privileges. From the truth (called by the 
Apostle Peter, incorruptible seed(l Pe^i.23), 
sown and taking root in the heart, springs a 
new, holy, and spiritual life ; a life that pro- 
ceeds from Him who is the Fountain of truth, 
and the Giver of life. Hence believers are 
called " trees of righteousness, the planting 
of the Lord, that he may be glorified." For 
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fied ; tbey serve, not in the ( 
letter, but in newness of spirit 
Ood dwelling in them, by wh 
grace they have their fruit 
and the end everlasting life 
with the fruits of righteousnc 
by Jesus Christ, unto the glor 
God." 

Believer ! while the due c( 
this subject may awaken n 
and feelings in thy heart ; th( 
der ; feelings of love, and thai 
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GiokJ ;*' atld remember who it is that qaith 
lidito'thfee, *' Abide in me/ and I in yoaj^f 
ftjT, '•* sejjarate from me ye can do ndtbing;?' 
^ Hte'-that abideth in me, and I id Win; 
tlj^ * Biimfe - bringeth fortb much fruit ;* »Ad 
<'*he^6in is ttiy Father glorified, that ye b««r 
httMi^fru^. Sd shall ye be my disciples/' • ) 

''. . • « <) l< '^b^m* ttiedc lilnd lowly Saviour I l 

l» rli-.i Oi1nc(lne^so to learn of Thee, > . 

ill. (Tliat the world, in my behaviour, 

ii« -.*r luAfaiyjny Master's image see. 

ii7 iiXil^r^'iB^ richest^ fullest measure, 
SLtii IK. <»V Ay .Spirit into mine; 
-lUw^'^Ml I fulfil thy pleasure, 
l)ii]^ ^ j^^d in tbioe own likeness shine. 

Oil atll l.,it; .' i:. • 

' Mr*Jil!i •♦■..- ;• ; 

i>fit III ^ ... } 



That is to say, the exc€ 
knowledge was, in the apostl 
so transcendantly great, so be 
precious ; that, could he have 
with every kind of knowledg 
in that degree and measure, s 
to excellence in each — could 
enriched with all riches, whei 
stores, or of worldly possessioi 
fame — had he nevertheless, wi 
titute of the knowledge of Ch 
have deemed himself a loser. 
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" If ye had known me," said Jesus to the 
Jews, " ye should have known my Father 
also." And again, " No man knoweth the 
Father save the Son, and he to whomsoever 
the Son will reveal him." (JoA« viii. 19. ; 
Matt, xi. See also John i. 14; and 2 Cor. 
iv. 6.) It is in Christ Jesus, and in him 
alone, that the Name and the Nature, the 
Glory and the Perfections of the Most High, 
are made known to His creatures. 2ndly, 
Without this knowledge, there is no way of 
access to the Father. " No man cometh to 
the Father but by Him." He is the one 
way ; the new and living way, by which we 
are exhorted to draw near to God : by Him, 
and Him alone, we have access with con- 
fidence, yea, with boldness, by the faith of 
Him ; " through him by one Spirit to the 
Father." {John xiv. 6.; Eph, ii. 18. and iii. 
12. See also Heb. x. 20, &c.) 3rdly, This 
knowledge is life and salvation. *' This is 
life eternal, to know Thee, the only true God, 
and Jesus Christ whom thou hast sent." 
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{John xvii. 3.) 4thly, This knowledge is the 
medium of every spiritual blessing : *' Grace 
and peace are multiplied to us through the 
knowledge of God, and of Jesus our Lord ;" — 
grace, mercy, and peace below, and glory in 
the heavens. (2 Pet. 1, 2, 3.) 5thly, It is 
the knowledge of the greatest and most 
glorious of Beings ; with whom it brings the 
soul into the closest union, communion, and 
fellowship, and this for ever ! (1 John i. 3.) 

Reader! think on these things; ponder 
them with attention and seriousness; and 
say, whether the excellency of such a know- 
ledge can be estimated too highly ! 

It is not speculative and fruitless ; it is 
not merely theoretical. It is an appropriating 
knowledge, for it secures what it apprehends. 
It is an experimental acquaintance with Him, 
in whom are hidden " all the treasures of 
wisdom and of knowledge." (Co/, ii.3.) Also, 
according to the degree and measure in which 
it is attained, it will prove transforming, and 
introductory to the beatific vision ; for " with 
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open face beholding, as in a glass, the glory 
of the Lord, we are changed into the same 
image, from glory to glory, by the Spirit of 
the Lord." (2 Cor. iii. 18.) 

Couldst thou the universe explore. 
And call earth's treasures all thine own ; 
Blind wouldst thou be, and poor thy store, 
If God thy Saviour were unknown : 

But, if the Lord thy portion be, 
Riches unsearchable pertain 
To Him ; and in His grace to thee 
Thy vast immeasureable gain. 



FOURTH DAY. 



" That I may know Him, and the power of his 

RESURRECTION." — PhU, ill. 10. 

When Paul was preaching at Athens, this 
was the great theme of his discourse — " Jesus 
and the resurrection :*' from which some of 
his hearers inferred that he was " a setter 
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forth of strange gods." The doctrine was 
novel and foreign to their ears, that One who 
had been crucified as a malefactor, at Jeru- 
salem, had, by His own almighty power, 
broken through the barriers of the grave, 
*• the first-fruits of them that slept," the sure 
and certain pledge of a future resurrection of 
all men, some unto life, some unto con- 
demnation, He being their appointed and 
righteous Judge; and not only so, but who 
was now, in the energy of that same Almighty 
Power, going forth in the ministration of His 
Gospel, making it effectual to the quicken- 
ing of souls dead in trespasses and sins ; and 
raising to newness of life those who had 
previously been buried in ignorance, super- 
stition and idolatry. The apostle knew this 
Gospel to be the power of God unto salva- 
tion to every one that believeth ; and there- 
fore he declares to his Philippian converts, 
that to know Christ and "the power of His 
resurrection," was all that he desired, for 
himself, to know. 
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** That I may know Him/' — in the mystery 
of His person, — " God manifest in the flesh ;" 
in the glory of His righteousness, as having 
magnified the law, and made it honourable ; 
in the perfection of His obedience, as the 
Head and Surety of His believing people. 
! to know Him as my head and surety ! 
to know Him in the completeness of His 
atonement; the prevalence of His inter- 
cession ; the plenitude of His mercy ; the 
sufficiency of His grace ; to know Him as 
having " died for my sins, and risen again for 
my justification/' 

Reader ! dost thou thus know Him ? — hast 
thou received these things into thine heart ? 
— received them, not merely as a creed of 
words into thy memory, but into thy heart ? 
Has Christ arisen there ? and made thee to 
know the power of His resurrection ? Has 
the knowledge of Christ given life to thy 
soul? rest to thy conscience? confidence 
and rejoicing to thy hope? and purity to 
thy affections? Has the omnipotent word 



80 THOUGHTS FOR THE DAY. 

of Jesus reached thine inward ear? Has it 
awakened thee from the dead ? And hast thou 
arisen at his bidding, shaken off the burial 
bonds of thy transgressions, put off and 
put away thy sins, come forth from the 
whited sepulchre of human merit, into the 
day-light, the liberty, the peace, of the truth 
as it is in Jesus, to live in the element of 
His love, the atmosphere of heaven? For 
" our citizenship," says the apostle, " is in 
heaven!" This is to know Jesus, and the 
power of His resurrection. It is to live no 
longer to ourselves, but unto Him *' who died 
for us, and rose again ;" to Him, and by Him, 
and for Him, and hereafter with Him in 
glory — a life of illumination, of rectitude, of 
holiness, and of peace. 



While here I live, the Lord shall be 
Lord of my soul, and live in me ; 
And when I die, I die to death. 
And live to breathe immortal breath ; 
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This blessed death, His death secures ; . 
This blessed life. His life ensures : 
His death. His life, are mine, that I 
lo both. His name should glorify. 



FIFTH DAY. 



" Hereby we know that we are of the Truth." 

1 John iii. 19. 

The Truth is one of those emphatic titles 
which the Lord Jesus hath been pleased to 
appropriate to Himself. (John xiv. 6.) And 
in that solemn moment, when he stood before 
the bar of Pilate, and the question, " Art 
thou a King?" was addressed to Him by 
that unjust judge; He replied, " That thou 
sayest, I am ; a King." And having asserted 
that His kingdom was not of this world, he 
proceeded to teach the nature of His king- 
dom in these remarkable words : " To this 
end was I born, and for this cause came I 
into the world ; that I should bear witness 
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unto the truth." " Every one that is of the 
truth, heareth my voice." That is to say, 
all who are of the truth, are His subjects; 
they acknowledge His Kingly authority, and 
are obedient to His law. 

His reign is therefore the reign of truth : 
and most comprehensive, and most expressive, 
is the term. It sets forth the triumph of 
the Gospel of Christ over infidelity and su- 
perstition ; the prevalence of knowledge and 
the establishment of right principle, in the 
place of ignorance, prejudice, and bigotry; 
and all the systems of falsehood, with which 
the arch enemy of God and human souls has 
covered, as with a thick veil, the under- 
standings and consciences of men. The 
preaching of the truth is the sowing of that 
incorruptible seed, which, wherever it takes 
root, will spring up to life eternal. It is the 
diffusion of that holy, life-giving, transform- 
ing principle, which is, to God's intelligent 
universe, what the light is to the material 
creation. Hence the reception of the truth. 
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and an entrance into the kingdom of Christ, 
is called a deliverance and a translation from 
the power of darkness, and from Satan, the 
ruler of that darkness, into ''marvellous 
light !" (See and compare Ads xxvi. 18.; 
2 Cor. iv. 4 to 6 ; 1 Pet. ii. 9 ; and Col. i. 13.) 

'* The entrance of thy word giveth light ; 
it giveth understanding to the simple." 
(Ps. cxix.) It is therefore properly called a 
"renewal in knowledge." (Co/, iii. 10.) It 
begins with knowledge ; — it is the revelation 
of Christ to the soul through the medium 
of the word, discerned, apprehended, and 
obeyed, through the teaching, grace, and 
sanctifying power of the Holy Ghost. Thus 
the apostle prays for his Ephesian converts, 
that God, the God and Father of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, " the Father of glory," might 
give unto them the Spirit of wisdom and re- 
velation, in the knowledge of Him ; ** the 
eyes of their understanding being enlight- 
ened," &c. (See Eph. i. 17, 18.) 

Truth, in the understanding, is ktvoYi\fed^^% 
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in the affections, holiness ; in the feelings, 
sympathetic discrimination and congruity. 
For instance, the bosom in which the reign 
of truth is established, will not be exquisitely 
touched with the crushing of a worm, while 
it remains unaffected, unmoved, and indif- 
ferent to the perishing of an immortal soul. 
Truth in the judgment, is wisdom; in the will, 
rectitude ; in the speech, sincerity ; and in 
the walk, fidelity to God's commands. Such 
is the glorious reign of Christ over a free and 
happy people ; — a kingdom truly not of this 
world ; yet, it is set up in this world ; and for 
its increase and establishment we are taught 
to pray till it shall universally prevail : and 
the stone, not graven with man's devices, nor 
hewn by human hands, shall become a '' great 
mountain, and fill the whole earth." '* Thy 
kingdom come." {Dan, ii. 34, 35.) 

Send forth thy Spirit with thy word. 
So shall the shades of darkness flee ; 

Let every nation call Thee, Lord ; 
Let all the earth Thy glory see. 
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SIXTH DAY. 
** Thy testimonies have I taken for an heritage 

FOR EVER : THEY ARE THE JOY AND REJOICING OF MY 
HEART." — Ps. CXix. 111. 

Ev^ry heart has individually its own ap- 
propriate and peculiar pursuit, food, recrea- 
tion, and delight. The miser has his trea- 
sure, the object of his secret homage ; that 
to which he gives his devoted, and undivided 
worship. Reader ! thou hast thine ; and I 
have mine. — And that pursuit, that matter 
of supreme interest, that cherished joy, 
that treasure, be it what it may — whether 
openly confessed, or enshrined in the hidden 
recesses of the heart — will give its colouring 
to our existence ; and, maintaining its power, 
will still continue to do so, with yet in- 
creasing influence ; an influence extending, 
(doubt it not) beyond the revolutions of time, 
throughout the countless ages of eternity. 
If it be so, surely then it must be of infinite 
importance what I take for an e\^tVdu^\\w^ 

V 
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heritage ! And of what nature that treasure 
is, which will affect both my character and 
my happiness while I have my being; whether 
it shall be such as will ennoble and dignify 
me, or prove my disgrace and my degrada- 
tion ; — whether it shall be to me the joy and 
rejoicing of my heart, or the fruitful source 
of unabating misery ! 

The Word of God — that revelation which 
testifies of His truth and grace ; His righte- 
ousness and peace; His faithfulness and 
His mercy — a mercy which endureth for 
ever — has been the heritage of His people 
through every successive generation : and is 
to them, while they travel through this wil- 
derness world, a never-failing spring of joy 
and heavenly consolation. The world has 
its pleasures and its joys ; but, like the 
crackling of thorns, they blaze, electrify, 
dazzle, and are gone : but Thy testimonies ! 
— sweet, holy, and satisfying is the joy to 
which they give life and being ; — calm and 
pure, and brightening still as days and years 
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pass on ; and v^rith yet increasing splendour 
and expanding fervour, becoming the joy and 
the rejoicing of the heart, throughout the 
countless ages of an undying existence ! ! 
be these my heritage — for ever ! 

O may the unction, earnest, seal ; 
Thy Spirit, given to reveal 

The truth, abide in me ; 
^ill by the side of living streams. 
Where thine eternal glory beams, 

I joy, and rest in Thee. 



SEVENTH DAY. 



" Ye were sometimes darkness, but now ye are 
light in the lord : walk as children of light." 

Eph, V. 8. 

Note the expression : it is not said, " Ye 
were in darkness, and now ye are in the 
light :" but, "Ye were darkness," and '* ye are 
light in the Lord :" being born fto\xi ^on^. 
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bora of the Spirit, bora of God ; and thus 
partaking, each one in his measure, of the 
nature of God, for " God is Light '* Having 
such a life flowing down from Him, who is 
emphatically denominated your Father which 
is in heaven : a life not inherent, but im- 
parted. " For ye were sometime darkness :" 
a life therefore not natural to you as the 
children of Adam and mortal creatures; but 
altogether spiritual, heavenly, and divine; 
derived from God, and leading to God ; a life 
maintained by a continued renewal of that 
same Spirit of life, by whom it is communi- 
cated, flowing down from the Father through 
Christ Jesus; having this living light, this 
" light of life," let your spirit and walk corres- 
pond thereto. Your Father is the God of 
truth ; Christ is the truth ; the Spirit is the 
Spirit of truth ; truth is light : walk in this 
light; walk in the truth ; let it form your 
principles, and regulate your practice. Your 
Father is the God of Holiness. Christ is the 
Holy One of God : the Spirit is the Spirit of 
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Holiness ; be ye holy in all manner of con- 
versation and godliness ; for Holiness is light. 
Again, your Father is the God of peace ; the 
fountain-spring of all joy and heavenly con- 
solation, in His " presence is fulness of joy." 
" I will go to God," said David, " to God, 
my exceeding joy." And Jesus, in whom is 
all consolation — Jesus the Angel of God's 
Presence — imparts to you His Spirit to this 
end, ** that your joy might be full." He 
would that ye should be filled, not with the 
intoxicating vanities of a delusive world, but 
with "joy in the Holy Ghost." May that 
gracious Paraclete so fill you with joy and 
peace in believing, that ye may be kept from 
the darkness of unbelief, the fruitful source 
of error and of sin; and thus possess as " light 
in the Lord," joy, which no man, no power, 
seen or unseen, can take from you. 

Thy living beam creates the fire, 

With which the radiant seraph glows ; 

Thy light and love the heart inspire. 
That aught on earth of heaven knows. 

1^ 
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My soul drinks in the heavenly ray, 
And 'till I see Tbee as Thou art, 

O let Thy Spirit guide my way. 

And cheer, and fill, and bless my heart. 



WEEK V. 

FIRST DAY. 

"Who shall separate us from the love op 
Christ?" — Rom. viii. 36. 

Christian ! hast thou a passing hour 

With heavenly peace and mercy crowned ? 

While blessings like the summer shower, 

Are falling silently around : 

O remember, here below. 

Thou must changing seasons know : — 

This is a world where dark and gloomy night, 
Will bring its shadows o*er the cheerful day ; 
Yet must the traveller pursue his way. 
And learn to walk by faith and not by sight : — 
Tho' peace be sweet, thou must for war prepare, 
Nor think terrestrial skies will long be fair : 

The cloud will yet return again. 
The wind, the hail , the beating raiu ; 
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Then gird thy clothing round thee ; — still with 

hope 
And holy confidence to Him look up, 
Who bids thee not be troubled nor afraid : 
And then assures thee, neither sun nor shade. 
Nor aught, of things beneath, or things above, 
Past, present, or to come ; though earth depart. 
And heavens remove ; can rend thee from His 

heart, 
For thou art His; — and thine. His everlasting 

love. 



SECOND DAY. 



" The way of the just is uprightness ; Thou most 
upright, dost weigh (level, or make plain) the path 

OF THE JUST." — /«. XXvi. 7. 

By "the just," or the justified, is to be 
understood the believer's state ; and by the 
*' path of uprightness," the believer's walk. 
Nor should these two, however distinct, ever 
be separated : for faith in Christ, true justify- 
ing faith, will always be found productive of 
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its genuine fruits : and whomsoever Jesus 
justifies by his bloody He also sanctifies by 
His Spirit. ** There is no peace," saith my 
God, " to the wicked :" but ** being justi- 
fied by faith, we have peace with God 
through our Lord Jesus Christ," &c. And 
everyone who lives in the enjoyment of that 
peace, will be anxious and careful to main- 
tain the comfort of it, by a holy and con- 
sistent walk, and by the practice of all those 
good works which God hath before prepared 
for his children to walk in. " Thou, most 
upright, dost make plain the path of the 
just." God removes the mountains; God 
takes away the stumbling blocks out of the 
way of His people. Many there be, who 
watch for their halting ; — many there be, who 
would triumph in their fall. But their goings 
are ordered by the Lord ; their soul is upheld 
by their Lord; He is with them as their 
Guide and their Guard, walking with them 
in the way. (See margin, Isa, xxxv. 8.) And 
the wayfaring man, though a fool, oy, ^Ycck^J^fc 
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as to this world's concerns, shall not err 
therein, nor go astray. He shall not err as 
it respects the way of salvation ; — shall not 
go astray from the path of duty ; for God 
will make that path plain before him, and 
he shall walk therein, and his footsteps shall 
not stumble. 

Or, if the text be understood to signify 
the consideration or pondering of the mind ; 
if the preference be given to the sense of the 
passage, in which it is commonly read and 
understood, "Thou, most upright,dost weigh, 
ponder, consider, take cognizance, of the path 
of the just ;'* it is still a word full of encour- 
agement and comfort, as it is written, ** The 
Lord knoweth the way of the righteous." 
Knoweth, noticeth, approveth, delighteth in, 
his way; for, it is a way of God's own ap* 
pointing ; it is a way of holiness and peace ; 
it is that " way of life, in the path-way of 
which there is no death." It is a way of 
wisdom ; a departing from all iniquity. It 
18 the way of truth ; the way of God's com- 
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mandments ; the way of the Lord. It is 
walking in Christ Jesus : for He is Himself 
pre-eminently *' the way, the truth, and the 
life ;" " the path of the just, shining brighter 
and brighter to the perfect day.'* 

Reader! in what way art thou walking? 
There is a broad and much-frequented road, 
which leads to destruction ; and there is a 
strait and narrow path leading to life. Art 
thou walking the course of this world ? Its 
end is to be burned. Art thou walking in a 
way of darkness, of sin, of infidelity, heed- 
less of that abyss to which it is leading 
thee ? O, pause ! stop short : consider thy 
ways : take not another step, until thou hast 
lifted up thy soul to God, and put up one 
prayer to Him for lights for grace, for 
guidance, for help, for blessing. Go no- 
where without God ; for His way, and His 
alone, is the way of salvation. Say to Him, 
*' Lead me, O Lord ! in thy righteousness ; 
lead me in thy truth, and teach me : lead 
me in a plain path ; make straight thy wa.^ 
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before my face : lead me in the way ever- 
lasting." 

Believer ! " it is God who girdeth thee 
with strength, and maketh thy way perfect.'* 
Thou canst say with His servant Job, " He 
knoweth the way that I take :" or, with the 
Psalmist, " My soul followeth hard after 
Thee; thy right-hand upholdeth me." " Hold 
up my goings in thy paths, that my footsteps 
slip not." The Lord thy God is with thee ; 
fear not ; faint not. *' As thou hast received 
Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk thou in Him." 
Go on thy way rejoicing, and He shall make 
plain thy paths. 

In Jesus let thy mind and thought. 

With confidence abide; 
The soul that hath His succour sought. 

Shall be with strength supplied. 

The Lord shall make thy pathway plain ; 

And till thy journeyings cease. 
He shall thy feebleness sustain. 

And bless thy soul with peace. 

Isaiah xxvi. 4. 
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THIRD DAY. 

" O MAGNIFY THE LoRD WITH ME, AND LET US EXALT 
His NAME TOGETHER." — P8, XXXiv. 3. 

Those sacred hours which are spent alone 
with God, hours of holy and blessed inter- 
course with the Father and his Son Jesus 
Christ, are the happiest seasons of a Chris- 
tian's life; yet it must not therefore be in- 
ferred that the principles of the Gospel of 
Christ have a tendency to induce ascetical 
and solitary habits. On the contrary, they 
are directly opposed to that selfishness which 
absorbs the heart in its own individual con- 
cerns. The love of self, and the love of the 
world (which is but the love of self under an- 
other name), contracts the heart and deadens 
its sympathies; but the knowledge of Christ, 
while it wins and concentrates the affections, 
renders them also expansive ; the love of God, 
while it fills the heart, will also make that 
heart to overflow with feelings of kindness 
and benevolence ; and " joy in the H.0V5 
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Ghost" is communicative. It was in the 
ear of her friend and relative that the blessed 
and humble Mary poured forth her song of 
glad and devout thanksgiving ; " My soul 
shall magnify the Lord, my spirit shall re- 
joice in God, my Saviour." And thus the 
Psalmist, in the same spirit, exclaims, — 
" O ! magnify the Lord with me and let us 
exalt his name together ;" we who have 
tasted of the same mercy ; we who live by 
the same faith ; we who feed on the same 
spiritual food, and drink of the same living 
fountain ; we who are walking in the same 
narrow road, and are bound to the same 
heavenly rest ; let us unite in the same song 
of praise, let us animate each other's heart, 
let us cheer each other's spirit, let us incour- 
age each other's soul, let us be helpers to 
each other's joy ; by magnifying, not our- 
selves, but the Lord ; by speaking of His 
righteousness, not of our own righteousness ; 
by telling of His goodness, not of our own 
ffoodness; by shewing forth His salvation 
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from day to day. His truth and His faith- 
fulness. His mercy and His love. His grace 
and His glory ; we who shall sing one song 
in heaven, let us now begin it upon earth" 
'* and exalt His Name together." 



Come then, ye little flock, ye chosen few. 
And as our heavenly journey we pursue. 
As season after season rolls along. 
Let Christ and his salvation be our song ; 
Still let the Lord's disciples by the way. 
Thus pass the hours of many a hallowed day ; 
And speak of Him who once was crucified ; 
Hemember how He lived and how He died. 
Again, on Jesus and His sorrows dwell; 
Again, of Jesus and his glory tell ; 
For well may Christ our great Deliverer be 
Dear to the souls, his love hath rendered free. 
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FOURTH DAY. 

" I WILL ALSO PRAISE ThEE WITH THE PSALTERY, EVEN 

Thy truth O my God ; unto Thee will I sing with 
THE harp, OThou Holy One of Israel." — P«.lxxi. 22. 

Every attribute of God is glorified in the 
salvation of His people; nevertheless, this 
salvation being conveyed to them by the 
promise and the oath of God, and the pro- 
mise being laid hold of, and confided in by 
faith, the truth and faithfulness of God be- 
come, in an especial manner, the ground of 
their trust, the stay of their hope, and, (in 
the assured expectation that whatsoever He 
hath engaged to do in their behalf. He will 
also perform) the joyful theme of their con- 
tinual praise. They know the truth of God 
to be the guarantee of his mercy ; and, that 
while " his mercy is everlasting," it is in 
connection with that truth, which ** endur- 
eth to all generations." 

Many persons will express their hope in 
the mercy of God ; having an inward con- 
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viction that all stand in need of it, and that 
all are lost without it ; at the same time that 
they are altogether ignorant of the way in 
which it is manifested, and the medium by 
which it is dispensed. They know nothing 
of the spring from whence it takes its rise, 
the free and unmerited grace of God in 
Christ Jesus ; nothing of the channel through 
which it is communicated, the propitiation 
and sacrifice of a Divine Mediator ; nothing 
of the oath and promise, the covenanted love 
of God, by which it is assured to every be- 
liever; nothing of the teaching of that Spirit, 
who is the Revealer and the Sealer of the 
truth of God. Consequently, they are desti- 
tute of faith, without which it is impossible to 
please God ; for faith is affiance in His word ; 
the belief and cordial reception of His truth ; 
a firm and filial trust in His faithfulness ; a 
simple and childlike reliance on the promises 
of Him who cannot lie. Faith does thus there- 
fore give glory to God, it honours his word, it 
sets to its seal, that God is true ; it jud^e.^ tvoi 
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from the report of sight, or sense, or natural 
feelings, or human wishes, or the current of 
human opinion, but relies singly and alone 
on a Divine testimony. It is the response of 
the heart to the declarations of God. " Every 
one," said Jesus, " that is of the truth heareth 
my voice.'' God speaks, and faith is the 
soul's amen. Even so be it. my God ! 

No unauthorised assumption, 
Is the confidence of faith : 
Filial trust, and not presumption. 
Rests on what the promise saith. 

Can God's covenant be broken. 
Of the night, and of the day ? 
Shall the word that he hath spoken. 
Into nothing, pass away ? 

Yea ; — though sun and moon should perish. 
And the heavens be removed ; 
Still will God for ever cherish, 
Those he bath in Jesus loved. 
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FIFTH DAY. 

"And hast kept my word." — Rev. iii. 8. 

There are few persons who do not count it 
both an honour and a privilege to be in alli- 
ance with the great apd the wise ; whether 
it be by the ties of kindred or of friendship ; 
nevertheless. He who is higher than the most 
exalted of the children of men, ; greater than 
the greatest, pre-eminently the righteous One, 
and before whom all created excellence falls 
into the shade. He has pronounced them to 
be more happy, who hear the word of God 
and keep it. (Luke ii. 28). We naturally 
treasure up, and carefully preserve, that on 
which we set a high value ; and Jesus Christ, 
estimates the love which the people bear to- 
wards himself, by their observance of His 
word : " If a man love me, he will keep my 
sayings." And in that solemn hour, when 
He was about to leave his faithful followers, 
in a world, where they were to sojourn as 
strangers and pilgrims, throughout the t^- 
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mainder of their mortal life ; he thus com- 
mends them to the care of his heavenly Fa- 
ther. " They have kept thy word." {John 
xvii. 6.) And blessed, truely blessed, at all 
times are they, to whom the same testimony 
will apply. " In keeping of thy command- 
ments, there is great reward." A present, as 
well as an everlasting recompense. 

Of SQch, it is declared, that they shall 
know or feel no evil. {Eccles. viii. 5.) They 
are interested in the intercession of Christ ; 
He prays the Father to keep those who keep 
His word. {John xvii. 6 and 11.) Jesus as- 
sures them of the love of the Father, and 
there is an especial promise to all who keep 
his sayings, of the presence, both of the 
Father and the Son; and that Jesus will 
manifest Himself to them, and that His 
Father will love them; that is, will reveal 
His love to them ; and the Father, the Son, 
and the Spirit, will dwell with, and abide in 
them. (See JoAwxiv. 23, and context.) They 
who keep His word, and they only, are fruit- 
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ful. {Luke viii. 15.) They have the assur- 
ance, that their prayers shall be heard and 
answered. (John xv. 16.) They who keep 
the words of Christ, are known of Him ; 
(Ps. i.) He notices, observes, approves, them ; 
His eye is upon them for good : their names 
are recorded on high : the fruit of the tree 
of life is theirs ; and there is a striking 
contrast drawn between, not only the cha- 
racter, but also the final end and portion of 
those who do, and those who do not, keep 
the " sayings of God." (See Rev. xxii. 14. ; 
Mai. iii. 13 to 18 inclusive, and iv. 4.) 

" Thou hast kept my word." And what 
follows ? "I will keep thee from the hour 
of temptation which shall come upon all the 
world, to try them that dwell upon the 
earth." {Rev. iii. 10.) Keep from, or deliver 
out of. (See Ps. xxxii. 7.) Lastly, such 
" shall never see death" (John viii. 51.), be- 
ing born of that incorruptible seed which 
liveth and abideth for ever. 

Reader ! lodge this thought in thy re- 
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membrance, if thou wouldst keep the word 
of Christ, and enjoy the blessedness annexed 
to the doing of it, the ability and the grace 
to fulfil the same, must equally be derived 
from the Spirit of Christ — the gift and the 
renewal of the Holy Ghost. (Luke xi. 9 & 13.) 

By Thy Spirit's holy light, 
May my soul discern thy will ; 
In the power of His might. 
With delight thy word fulfil ; 

By Thine own preserving grace, 
Kept abiding in thy love ; 
Till I see Thee, face to face. 
In the world of joy above. 
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SIXTH DAY. 

" God is not a God of the dead, but of the 
LIVING." — Luke XX. 38. 

The Scriptures speak of "the living;" 
" the book of the living ;" *' the light of 
the living ;" *' the land of the living." 
And here we read, " God is the God of 
the living." Who are meant by *' the liv- 
ing/' we find by reference to the context; 
where our Lord, proving to the Sadducees 
the fact of the resurrection, refers to the 
words spoken by God to Moses at the bush, 
namely, '* I am the God of Abraham, and 
the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob." 
They were at that time " the living," al- 
though they had long since left the body ; 
or, as it is expressed, Heb, xi. 13, they had 
" died in the faith." At the time, therefore, 
that Moses lived, and at the time that Jesus 
addressed the Sadducees, departed believers 
were, and are still, ** the living ;" and God, 
who is the God not of the dead, but of the 
living, was, and is, their God." 
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of thai blessed Company ^ who$f3 nap^ffjj^f^ 
TdOtoixled iii Heb, xi. ; they ^r9Mbtrt^e9%(]i9 
the pvbnubed MeBsiab ; a liyiogffaiLtbim:^!^ 
■tUeilii to a iiving Saviour;' an4i»v{bi^tt^J 
wete sojourners below^ tbey IiT<^d[itQ;liif 
glory^ till they were raised to dw^l K(i^i|b J^ip^ 
m glory. By " the living," tifcei5ef<i>re|.|airp 
to be €i]|derstood, believers io the!! liqfr^ Jl^Sj^f 
Christ; those in whom faith »ba^ bjsqpwi* ;|. 
living, justifying, sanctifying ,pvi]|cipl€(| a 
principle which, flowing from God^b^^^tl^ 
God ; it is in truth the Spitit. of Qh^# 
dwelling in the hearts of His >pepp]$^ j^i^ 
thus imparting life to, their soulsjt ^iiiife 
eternal lis Hi§, from, whom it is djpri,vQd#.c /j^j| 
am,*', said lesus, '':the,TesuEri3C/^JQQ,.aiif|j(|ie 
life. . He that believeth ia cne^ ;tlfi()f]g}^^ 
vvere dead, y«t shall he livQ;.;an4tfh^ ij^ 
liveth and believeth .ia xae, sb£|ll ^^W^^W'i 
f' Because I live, ye shall live aisQ^'! Pjffi^ 
the Living One, is their mfe i.l^h^ji l>$$f^b^ 
His Spirit; and His Spirit is the Spirit of 
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LIFE. The book in which their names are 
written^ is the "Lamb's Book of Life;" 
they walk in His lights and that light is the 
Light of Life : the light of *'the living/' 
leading to the " land of the living/' and the 
heavenly city ; of which we read " the glory 
of Ood doth lighten it, and the Lamb is the 
light thereof/' Yes : " he is not ashamed 
to be called their God, for he hath prepared 
for them a city/' 

Have I the faith of Abraham ? — the faith, 
not the degree. The question is not. Have 
I faith equally strong ; but. Have I the faith 
that gives life? — the faith that flies to Christ? 
— the faith that looks to Him as bearing my 
sin? — ^the faith that lays hold of His life- 
giving promises ? Do I seek His light ? — 
watch for it ?— follow it ?— walk in it? Then, 
(3od is my God ; my name is written among 
the living. I am walking in the light of the 
Kving ; and that will in due season bring me 
to the land of the living ; where I shall be- 
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hold and rejoice in the goodness and t 
glory of the Lo rd, for ever ! 

Christ is the " resurrection and the life ;" 
He is my life ; and Hying hy His word. 
The hour that terminates this mortal strife, 
<S^ives me to rise and triumph in my Lord. 



SEVENTH DAY. 

And others said, " He seemeth to be a sett 
forth of strange gods, because he preached un 
THEM Jesus and the resurrection." — Acts xvii. 18. 



" Jesus and the resurrection " are the sul 
stance and the sum of that Gospel, whic 
brings " life and immortality to light." An 
this will ever be the setting forth of Strang 
gods to the world, whether that world I: 
called Pagan, or baptized into the nair 
of Christian. The world and Jesus ail 
strangers; and His people are strangers aii 
pilgrims in it. With the world the childrd 
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of God have no communion \ and the world 
and its children know not the Father, nor 
the Son, nor the Spirit. " The world by 
wisdom," its highest attainment, " knows 
not God." 1 Cor. i. 21 . "And me it hateth," 
says our blessed Lord, ** because I testify of 
it that the works thereof are evil ;" and His 
was the Spirit of truth, whom the world 
cannot receive. 

The fool says in his heart, " No God :" 
so the world says, " No Christ ;" "No Lord;" 
" No one to reign over me — no one so pure 
and so spiritual, so opposed to all that is 
worldly :" " No Holy Ghost — no Spirit of 
truth." The world walketh in a vain show ; 
9X1 image ; a pageant ; whose fashion is pass- 
ingaway. " He that doeth the will of God," 
and he only, "abideth ever." The truth abid- 
eth^ver; and Jesus is the truth ; and by 
Qviery man's conscience will the power of that 
toi^th, sooner or later, be felt. Happy they 
wbp know it now, in all its justifying, sanc- 
tifying power ! Happy they who know Je&M& 
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now, as their Saviour from sin, its guilt, and 
its dominion. They are the children of the 
resurrection ; they experimentally know 
Jesus Christ to be the resurrection, and the 
life : for with Him, in desire and in affection, 
they are risen ; and in Him they live a life, 
which is to the glory of God here, and with 
Him shall they live in glory with God here- 
after : for when He, who is their life, shall 
appear "the second time without sin unto 
salvation," then shall they also *' appear with 
him in glory." 

There is, however, a resurrection not only 
of the just, but also of the unjust ; and they 
who know not, and who acknowledge not 
Jesus now, as their Saviour and their God, 
shall surely in that day behold Him as their 
Judge ; as it is written, " I have sworn by 
myself, the word is gone out of my mouth in 
righteousness, and shall not return, that 
unto me every knee shall bow, every tongue 
shall confess :" for •' we must all appiear 
before the judgment seat of Christ, that 



l^werjs I Qfie .: way. . reqseira *h^ *bi?igpi ^n^cip 
t^h^ hgdy^iftwordiiig tp tl^at he ,bft^b„f^P5H^, 
#^rthei^«t, ibe igood or bsid." Q.!. »tp^ jlsjijo^y 
*Hjiit,rifit£7,,ftpd.tii!9 pow^r of His irewniecfigkpij 
OTd^AHj m>uiiMth. humble^ apd , tb^nkf^^, 
,^Dl4 deyM^c^ beftits, : *' None of us, Iwj^tjjk^f^ 
J^in?(B()ifj aiwd.;i]iCii ^one dieth to hiijQ^elf,! ,,F<;>r 
PibfilbfeB :w^ livid ^ ,we live unto tbe- J^qtd ^ j pp 
Sijbfethe^iW^idiiQ, we die in the Lord ;.— so.tl^^t 
.5«fb^th«*^ w.^.UiP«^or die, we are the Lord:'s.!." 

Jesus 'i bigh in glory reigning, 
Heaven and earth's exalted Lord ! 
^ '' All tbat live in life sustaining, 
"^ ' ' 6y the power of thy word. 

I jPjireryJIfLnee shall bow before Thee, 

j J Every tongue to Thee confess ; , 

.Saints and ano^els, all adore Thee, 
. Israel's strength and righteousness ! 

II' IlJi"jnl f-.». ■ ^ ■ ^ ) . «. 

J/j/GoDiliAlrMLGHTY ! GrEAT CREATORrlj! . 

oironLetyBjluature sing Thy. praise; ,> .ut 
,i-Jfjjt^itif:ET],.PRi^T ! and MBuajATo»iJ,j. 
ti^ifjt Lp^J^'^y cJti.urcb,M,t^iUvte.rAvisG,.,. ,,,,|,,,, 



''•^ FIRST DAY. 



■ » • 



** I HAVE SET WATCHMEN UPOH THY 
LEMy WHICH SHALL NOT HOLp THE! 

night: ye, who are the Lord's reb 
not silence, and give him no re 

BLISH, AND TILL He MAKE JeRUSALE 

earth."—/*, ixli. 6, 7. 

How loQg, O Lord of Hostol i 
Thine own Jerusalem iabondag 
How l(Nig ere Tbou the tennec 
P^rpQliafQiDg %o the world :8^ya 
Awake ! Arise ! and, for Thy i 
Omnipotent to save. Arm of th 

Sneak JrJiOrd of life and glory I 
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Let ** righteousness and praise" together spring ; 
And Jew and Gentile join to magnify their King. 

*' Goy ye swift messengers ! the trumpet sound ; 
Go to the nation scattered far abroad ; 
Lift up your voice, spread the glad tidings rounds 
And say to Israel's sons, ' Behold your God !' 
Goy with the standard of the cross unfurled, 
1*0 every clime make known the * Saviour of the 
WQjrld I' 

** Make known the Fountain of eternal life. 
From whence salvation as a river flows ; 
Let ttMiKititatih-^torrents df distress and strife/ ' 
Sink in its bl^isscid 4chantfel to repose. - 

Let itri pure ^ttdams diffuse Christ's healing pow^/. 
And fldodf^^f ditf and death, roll their dark waves 

Hail ! rich donation of a Saviour's blood ! 
lUfpl^tuwith^righteousness, and peace, and jojr :" 
Ridh^4 'iltf^thomfed as the lore of God ! < <'•' 
Treasures I to tintd can injure, 'or destr6y.f ' 
Wci^ttidthvtJkA'rupt,^ n^ robber take away, ' ' * 
Blessings ! commensurate with life's eternal day 1 
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*' Ho !;^^^^;PII0 that thirtieth , I ,ow(ie,f^ifly/ 
With eager gladness to ; jtbe (living- ^ti^ip !. , r( . > /^ 
And ye that have do money ^ot^ wd .tWjy.s .. / 
Nor gold, nor silver, can yOur 8ai|)#;C^QiD.:yii [ 
Love paid a pfice more costly ;-r-con^t^iKj,Iif]li:>] 
Your hearts in praise to God, Jth^ Qiver and tb9 
Gift!" 



Yes; — praises shall be Thine; Zion shall keep 
Her watch, and wait, till Thou the grace impart: 
Praise may be silent,"— -but it oamnot sleep. 
Tuned is the harp, and ready is the heajrt ; 
The spirit. Lord is willing, — but bow.wjBak,, 
The song of mortal tongue, that would Thy 
praises speak ! . '. '- 



|i i /V 



O ! glorious season ! when Thy saints no' ibiiii 
Shall with their worship, imperfection blend ;.)(it 
Praise sown in weakness, shall be.riaise^^iit' 
• power, ' • • ill'// 

And as pure incense to Thy throne ascend ;// )iij 
Hiasten the hour. Thou aJlrdispasingjtiWi^rdiliiudl 
When the -new. '.het-yena . .apd) /^iMrlh .3)uill 9<Wj tti^ 
\J^,p[^i^Ji^^ JiOrd j , / im.> tuu 1)4; mi .yhiujt 
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i I 



Almighty Saviour ! thine abounding grace. 
No height of intellect can ever scan I 
No depth of lowliness shall ever trace. 
Thy deep humility ! Thou Son of Man ! ^ 

Eternal praises, can but serve to shew 
£tertial praise Thy due ; but not, how much, wd 
owe. 



SECOND DAY. 



"That Thy way may be known upon earth, Thy 

SAVING HEALTH AMONG ALL NATIONS." — Ps. Ixvii. 2. 

Happy will it be for the earth, in the day 
when God shall fully answer this prayer. 
That day is yet to come : and the sight of 
the earth, as it now is, cannot but affect 
e^ery enlightened mind, every renewed heart 
with sorrow : for where are they to whom 
the way of God is known ? — and who have 
found in that knowledge ''health and sal-- 
veftion ? " Certainly, not all the earth ; cer- 
tainly, not all nations. Yet, glory be to God^ 
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he hath said, " The earth shall he filled with 
the knowledge of the glory of the Lord, as 
the waters cover the sea." — Hab. ii. 14. 
Blessed Light ! hasten thy bright coming ! 
Blessed promise ! be thou speedily fulfilled 
Ignorance of God, is a state of darkness : ig*- 
norance of God is a state of death. Of whom 
did God swear they should not enter into 
his rest ? (Ps. xcv.) It was the people who 
had not known his ways — the ways of that 
God and that Saviour, whom to know is 
•' life eternal." 

The great question however of importance 
to thee, Reader, and to me, is this : '^ Do we 
know his ways ? — do we love them, and Sivalk 
in them ? — and has God bestowed upon us 
his saving health ? If so, then '* Bless the 
Lord, O our souls, and all that is withiu us 
bless his holy name." Ps. ciii. 1, 2. Let us 
be telling of this salvation from day to clay ; 
let us strive to lead others to the great Phy- 
sician of souls; and let us pray for the 
people who were once His own, that the veil 
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may be removed from their heart, and tliat 
it may now be given to all nations to rejoice 
in the healing beams of the Sun of Righte- 
ousness. " Then shall the people praise 
Thee, O Lord ; yea, all people shall praise 
Thee/' 

O ! how dark the human mind, 
'Till Thy Spirit shines within ; 
Cold, contracted, and confined. 
Full of idols, self, and sin ; 
'Till the Light of Life is shed, 
Through the chambers of the diead. 



.Then the gloom b changed to gladness , 
Then the soul reflects Thy rays ; 
Then the oil of joy for sadness, 
Gives its fragrance forth in praise ; 
Se that rich anointing mine, 
Be that praise for ever Thine. 



• , I 



1/ 



* I ( 



} > 



I* ' y 
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' ' ' *'^ Tl!lftD DAY. 

.,.i* ■ , I . • . ;. ■•■■ *;,^i ■■•■.■•. M -M 

'^ All THE3E THINGS WILL I GlVf T^f^y . fX .1|H^II Wl^l 

FALL boWN AND WORSHIP ME," — MfUt. iv. 9. . 

.;,... ,tl r ■ . • - • / . . .■■,, .r.ti 

,:. J Reader! hast thou eter paaderod ike 
^. worthy and counted the C09I of ** ^Am 
^Aii7g< ?"--Ta '' dwell in ceiled hoaseb^T attd 
" lie on couches of ivory jM-^^^ta Im/ groat in 
the world's esteem ;-^to -^lideron hortses OBd 
in chariots/' and to have' iticrieob 4>efem tbeie, 
*' Bow the knee ;"rr-to<be olot^ed^in^pUiyic 
and fine linen^ and tO'ftur€i^e(inn(>tiioi]riy everj 
day;" — to have men*8ertantB ' flinil *#oiliefi' 
servants, and great riches/ 'silv^r and piUi 
and precious stones ;***-to have' meo«aukgsn 
and women-singers ; — to cbaiint to the^atdnx! 
of the viol, with musical instruoiftntsi^oftU 
sorts; to drink bowls of wine/ftndf^t'Cioili 
the hiead with rose-buds ;" to have ail 4lic<dfe< 
. lights .^f the sons of men^ all that oenstitatei 
ith^ glorias of this world; tile cfKJitoeaAtfn 
pldasmBes, and '^ pride of itfevf^* #B«tewi$1 
tfi^tg(4 fPf ibuinmld <da^aleB^lhol€grteluiff.ttl 
1/ 



f 



worshippers, a^pj}^^bHi[^9| Jbhem that they see 
not, and deafens them that they hear not, the 
- t%ht'ihtttiBhiJies!, and the voice that speaks, 
from heaven. ) hast thou considered these 
o(fliidgii3^'H4nid what they are^ v^cirtfb/ 'i^hile 
^AtY '^^^ ei^oyed ? And ' at the €iosei'^(ft)r 
!>l%aIT,dMflff tlhiogs" will come to a close; th^y 
iiainr.irfasi^es'wfaic]|<endure but for a season ; 
LaodtsdMik that JMiasooJshall come to an end,^) 
;'i6H!rtbei^<it<b)Jooki backward^ and to se^ thetn 
Ltl^lijfi^c«vbpr|Ai^ aim Vy and come to an end 
^id9oM«4a)ldopLiupfrttrd> and behold no light! 
'tt»dflDleolLnfor^a£d,;iind to have no hope ! — 'to 
, 8t»^ iftward,^'tad find no resource ! Darkness 
I iiyiMn Q 1 1 mnd ritithnut darkness, settling in 
bidsnds^bnithe vhoirizoii !-*-*to awake' as frdrn^ a 
i{drftftns4ii««l to have conscietice awake dsd! 
nVofxDniMsiftnoe^' however silenced, is not dead ; 
>4ixMHbvik seaiied^ is not extinct. It will 
ijjBliiiiji I il fiiilllniir^ it will be found alifie 
,<nMife'iftff'^jthoii8and stings, in mighty dnd 
d}iowtsfiit opetiitibn. - And there wit) beMa 
dfftakAiM^k^routiibr^j«dgaMiMtj'%.ML,X^^ 
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will be — death : for the end of " all these 
things is death." And what is death? It is 
the wao[es of sin. And " all men hare sinned, 
and have come short of the glory of God." 
And " it is appointed unto ail men onee ta 
die, and after death — the judgment!" 

*' Lord God Almighty ! God of truth and 
grace! God, great in mercy! whose com- 
passions are infinite! look down with pity 
on this lost wretched world; visit it with 
thy salvation. Send forth thy word, and 
with it the power of thy Spirit ; and let thy 
voice be heard ; and let it be responded to 
by many hearts, now lulled to sleep by the 
tempter ; wrapped in flattering and delusive 
visions of this world's " kingdoms, and the 
glory thereof;" and lending a willing ear 
to, " All these things will I give thee." Say 
to them, '' Awake ! awake, thou that sleepest, 
and arise from the dead, and Christ dhall 
give thee light;" resign the world, amd ^boose 
the better portion, even th^lt which cttul n^ver 
be lost, and which makith rich fbr tiWe and 
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for eternity; treasure in the heavens that 
failethnot; ''durable riches and righteous-* 
ness ;" light, and no darkness ; joy, and no 
sorrow; life, and no death; ''glory, honour, 
and immortality ! — eternal life !" 

O ! for a wise, a serious mind, 
To ponder well the path I take, 

Ere to eternity consigned. 
In hell or heaven I awake ! 

O ! for a true, a living faith. 

To make the promises my own ; 
Ab ear to hear what Jesus saith, 
. An eye to look to Christ alone. 

.O 1 for a spirit one with Thine ! 

Thou meek and lowly Lamb of God ! 
Wisdom and strength, and grace divine. 

To tread the path that Jesus trod. 



l 

.■,1.- «; 



i Hhat Spirit, O ! my Father ! give, 

•^( M .Thatfwiadomy strength, and grace supply '; 

, ,Ajod hi fne to Thy glory liv^,. 

,,,, 4^|cHfitj roe ^o Thy glory, die. a ,.^ 
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Then raise me to Thy courts above, 

And make Thy praise my blest employ ; 

Where all b light, and life, and love. 
And righteousness, and peace, and joy» 



FOURTH DAY. 



'^ Incline my heart dnto Thy testimonies and not 
TO covetousness." — Ps, cxix. 36. 

The inclination of the heart to covetous- 
ness, was the occasion of the fall : for when 
this inclination was awakened, the law o^ 
God was no longer recognised ; it was broken 
and sin and death took place of that origin? 
righteousness and life in which man hi 
been created : and in the loss of his hapT 
ness, covetousness naturally took possess' 
of his whole soul, frequently designated 
the Scriptures by the ''heart;" the un 
standing coveting to know, the affectior 
enjoy, some supposed or apparent good. 
thaideaires after knowledge, or apparent \ 



are in them^dws m^tvl ; |kb«y>»re>jQplyi wtful 
whe^jf^y rans' not Mpt Bubsementfto the 
will an4 r the', glory, of Grod* *' iSin • id ffhe 
transgffiiHAa of ^ha^ law ;" aiMi^ thd ^f holy» 
just, and good " law of the Creator, must be 
the rule by which the creature should form 
its principles, and frame its actions. Hence 
the necessity of the prayer of the psalmist ; 
for, if man who was * created holy; fell llius 
awfully under the power of the first tempta- 
ti(M»i;Q<!; >what Aeed have they to supplicate 
foe the ( actUE^ting and restraining grace oS 
Qpd^! Ithey, \Rbo have by inheritance received 
through; the &11 a natural tendency, as well 
aaliability to evil; and who can only rul^ 
audi oveueome that tendency, by the operation 
ofriaiinlore powerful and countemcting prior? 

ai"t Meline my heart." The heart must b^ 
ii^oi^^ 40 ^ higher good than rwhut tb& 
sepisa^* ( jpatt^ xlisoem f and the soul vmBt \ h^ 
impj^lloA^i hy a JPfxore noble principle thp^n, 

ntwelyj i^lfqgi^tifioaitioft. . : ^«Mii v^ <^«^\^^ 
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revelation substantiates that good, and sup^ 
plies that principle : but this is through the 
kmghty energy of God's Holy Spirit. He it 
id; arid He alone, vfho can counteract the 
devices of the great enemy of God and man ; 
fill the understanding with his own pure and 
holy light ; and turn the whole curre^' of 
the desires and affections into a spiritual and 
heavenly channel ; so that, led by Him^ the 
soul «hall freely; and perseveringly, seek the 
glory of Ood, and delight in his command* 
ments; ■■■■■' '''"•■' ■•'• '- •■ 

- O'Lord! thus incline Thou myheart'to 
Thy testimonies ! ■ ■.- i ; ji.. 



/ 



r^.:t l\,'H. 



* • ' • 



• The heart Thy searching eye approves^ ■ i >• u. 

r That humbly and io secret prays % . ! ^' m vj } 
./ That iirmly trusts, and truly loves, , . «.j tKn 

:, Ai;id with simplicity obeys; ; i ' t . » f 

. , Tlj^ hcArt from evil cleaosed afW kept,. . / j >. i ■, 
n . Ijriv^jpe, O iord! and theo.-rftpcefj;^, ,, ^j,,, 

-(III . - : ■ It.- > ' \ J'li 1 M«' 

y.f/Ji' *m! ' I 'M * ■ •' . 'ill ■ t •' •••'!; 'ro 
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' FIFTH DAY. 

',(»T < ■.. ■■• ■ •'. •' -'"•.'') 

i, 'AfUKE HY. VeKB UFON YOU AND LEARN OP WByiPQViI 
4Sf ,M^E1^ AMP I^OWLY IN HEART, AND YE SIIA|LL RIN^ REj^^T 
TO YOUR SOULS, FOR MY YOKE IS EASY AND MY BURDEN IS 

dGti'i.^'-^Matt xi. 29, 30. 

i, When man swerved from his allegiance tb 
Gh>d; and consequently fell underthe power of 
hia advdtsary> he left the service of the best 
of Lords, for that of the worst of masters. In 
the persuasive and winning language of the 
text, the Lord Jesus Christ calls upon hhn to 
return^ and invites him back to himself, his 
rightful Sovereign, by setting in contrast His 
own happy service, with those painful fetters 
and that heavy bondage to -which he is sbb- 
jected in his slavery to Satan, to the woHd, 
and to sin. ** There is no peace, saith' toy 
God, to the wicked :** but, ** wear my yoke, 
and ye shall find it easy ; lake up triybiirtfen, 
and it will pfove to you, ligKt. ''Ye' 'fetiall 
find rest." The service of Christ is as ho- 
nourable as it is pleasant : for H^ \% wsA. wjJe^ 
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plfi^Q^s in mercy,. He .is al&o high in i 
jest]^4 jmU is a service of reaaon, . for it »,t 
o( tff^ understanding. It is a service of libc 
andc^^ligbt, foe it is the willing service 
the heart ; a service that has a .present gt 
rewfiixlj as well as a future crown.. > ( 
xiiKv H'p and: Rev, ii. and last, clause ofi J 
" Learn of me."-r— Receive my dootrinet;. ? 
serve my precepts ; imitate my example, 
will stoop to teach^ the humblest and the le: 
and will not upbraid any with their ig 
ranee." " I 9m meek and lowly." Th 
are poor graces in the eyes of the world,/ 
in God's estimation they are of great pr 
Ye cannot serve two masters : choose 4h.< 
forei this day, which ye will serve. «' 
world may promise much ; but it has 
power to make good the promise. Promt 
to age, they who trust in it, come in the is 
to the same conclusion : " Vanity of vaniti< 
and ** vexation of spirit :" this is the wl 
amount. Now " God will beautify the m 
with salvation." '* God is able to do exec 
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ingly and abtindantly beyond all we ca:n a*k ! 
or think;" " He hath respect to the Ibwly ;" ( 
" He will bless his people with peace/^ And 
** if God give quietness, who can make trou* ■ 
ble V* O then, let me choose Him for my' 
Lord, who can enrich x^e for time and for 
eternity ; and who has said, " Where I am, 
there shall my servant be also." 

Jesus ! my Master and my Lord, 

May 1 discern Thy voice ; 
Attend with joy, obey Thy word. 

And make Thy will my choice. 

1 gladly come to learn of Thee, 

O shed within my breast 
Thy meekness. Thy humility, 
». .And in Thy love, I rest. 



> 1 1 
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SIXTH DAY. 



'^ Behold ! I have set before thee an open do 
Anb NO MAN CA^ SHUT IT." — Rev, Hi. 8. 

" No man ;" no person ; no power : j 
that open door is Christ the Lord. He y^ 
said to His disciples, '' I am the good Sifjt 
herd^ and know my sheep, and am knowQ 
mine/' calls Himself also *' the Door of t 
sheep ;'' " the way, the truth, and the Ufi 
He is the way to the sheepfold ; He is s( 
the gate by which the sheep must ^nter ; ^, 
by which they who " go in and out shall fi 
pasture." JoA/ix. The sheepfold is the chuip 
and the Shepherd is the Bishop of sQp 
The sheepfold is the kingdom of heayc 
and the Shepherd is the ** King of Glpig 
and the " Lord of Hosts ;" the " First ^^ 
the Last," the " Beginning £^nd the^ J^ 
ing;" who "openeth, and no man shuttet 

who shutteth, and no manoppneth/' ^71 
kingdom of heavqn is the ^ispen^atio^^ 
^bff gospel of Hk gir^ce., And this kingdj^j 
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though not of the world, is set up in the 
world ; the entrance is now made plain, and 
the gate is thrown wide open. On the label 
of the pillar that points out the way, is 
Written, '** ReJ^uge ;" so that he who runs 
Tttky read it ; and over the door is inscribed, 
in'bnghtand glowing letters, ^'Salvation." 
Abd while the heralds of God's mercy are 
cbtnmissioned to go forth into all the world, 
and preach the gospel to every creature, the 
voice of J^sus Christ Himself is speaking by 
thetn ; and that voice, the voice of the Spirit, 
ib addressing thee, even thee, O reader ! 
And whosoever feareth God, to thee and to 
them is the word of this salvation sent. " I 
h^Ve set before thee an open door, and no 
maii can shut it," " I am the door : by Me, 
if 'any man enter in, he shall be saved :^^ and 
" "ivhbsoever cometh, I will in no wise cast 
ode' 

\Vho is' there that, in this weaiy world, is 
s^ekihg re6t? Listen to the voice of Him, 
*• ^h6 s|>dke as never m«iii sip^^ '^ ^^^ 
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voice of Him who speaketh to the heart ; his 
words are the words of mercy and of truth — 

** And words more kind, more true than they 
Love could not speak — ^Tnith could not say." 

^* Come unto me, all ye that labour and 
are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. 
Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me ; 
for I am meek and lowly in heart ;" stooping 
to teach, and condescendingly kind to the 
most slow of heart to believe, the most dull 
and weak of apprehension : '* and ye shall 
find rest unto your souls." Matt. xi. 28, &c« 

Who is there, in this wilderness world, 
that is seeking satisfaction ? Hearken unto 
Him who saith, " My people shall be satis 
fied with my goodness," for I have satiated 
the weary soul, and replenished every sor-* 
rowful soul." Jer. xxxi. 26. 

Who is there in this dying world, desiring 
life and days in which he may see good? 
Jesus has a word for thee : "I am the re- 
surrection and the life : whoso belie veth in 
we, though he were dead, ^^t shall he live ; 
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and whoso liveth and believeth in me, shall 
never die." They that seek the Lord, shall 
praise Him. Your heart shall live for ever !" 
Thy heart, O believer ! hath felt the power 
of these words ; and, blessed be God ! they 
are words that will never lose their power. 
'^ Behold ! I have set before thee an open 
door," and before thee, that open door is 
ever in sight. By that new and living way, 
by the blood of Jesus, thou hast free access, 
with boldness, even into the holiest, with 
confidence, by the faith of Him. And in 
thine ears the invitation is still sounding ; 
and to thee the voice of Jesus is still speak- 
ing. It is the Lord Himself who thus ad- 
dresses thee. It is Christ Himself, whose 
heart was pierced for thee ; who upon the 
cross opening wide the arras of His cove- 
nanted mercy, says to thee, " Behold ! be- 
hold the open door ! which no man can shut. 
Enter^ and live. Enter, and abide. Enter, 
and dwell for ever, in safety and in peace. 
Enter and feed in the green pastures oiGiciSl^ 



"M 
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eternal truth ; repose by the deep^ full, silent 
stream, and drink of the fountain of God's 
everlasting love." 

Jesus ! my Saviour ! at Thy feet I rest. 
Safe in Thy keeping, with Thy presence blest; 
Fed by Thy bounty, happy in Thy love. 
Waiting, 'till raised to join the fold above. 



SEVENTH DAY. 



^' If ye shall ask any thing in my name, I will do 
IT." — John xiv. 14. 

Dost thou, Lord Jesus, speak these words 
to me ? O ! give unto me thy Holy Spirit ; 
and let Him " shed abroad thy love in my 
heart." O bless me with thy love ! Is not 
this the one desire of my soul ? Is not this 
the prayer ever rising up in my heart ? Y^t 
stop, O soul, and consider; pause a little,' 
and reflect. Should not a sinner seek for' 
pardon ? Does not even the 3U8tified sinner 
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stand in need of forgiveness every day, yea, 
ev^ry hour ? Yes, surely ; and we are taught 
to pray, day by day, saying, " Forgive us 
our trespasses ;" but, behold ! it is written, 
" In whom we have redemption through His 
blood, even theforgiveness of sins." Eph. i. 7 ; 
Ps. ciii. 1, 2. Consider again : thou art weak 
and helpless ; what is thy strength but weak- 
ness ? " When I am weak, then am I strong/' 
" The Lord God is my strength." 2 Cor. xii. 
10.; Hab. iii. 19. Hearken again: Dost 
thou not need support and guidance ? ''A 
way shall be thine, and a highway ; and it 
shall be called a way of holiness," &c. And 
He being with them (those by the world ac- 
counted fools), walking in that way, shall 
npt err. " Thy right-hand upholdeth me." 
/«. XXXV. 8. ; Ps. Ixiii. 8. Thou hast many 
enemies within and without, more than thou 
art Aware of; and who shall work out thy 
deliverance ? — who will save thee ? " Je- 
hovah is my light and my salvation; whom 
sball I fear ? Jehovdbi is the &U«u%V\v ^l \£i;h 
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life, of whom shall I be afraid ? Ps, xi 
This world is a world of tribulation ; t 
a life of changes. When wilt thou fii 
bility and peace ? '* Thou wilt prese 
perfect peace, the soul confiding in ' 
Isa. xxvi. 3 ; see also John xvi. 33. * 
thou not desire rest from thy warfare 
wilt thou not ask for this ?" And wher 
the soul find sweet repose, but in the ] 
God ? — and is it not implied by God Hi 
in that most beautiful passage, Jer. x 
2, 3, when to the remnant — to those of 
who found grace in His sight, and to 
he was giving tranquillity and rest. Hi 
" I have loved thee ; and the love is 
lasting ; therefore loving-kindness to t 
termost is drawn out, and extende( 
thee/' 

" Return unto thy rest, O my soi 
Jehovah hath dealt bountifully with tl 

The labourer longs to lay him down. 
Where toils and troubles cease ; 
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I The warrior cherishes the hope, 
. I . That sweetly whispers " peace." 



I • 



The exile turns his wistful eye. 
Towards his happy home ; 

The pilgrim's worn and weary feet. 
Would thither gladly come. 



So, blessed Lord, with strong desire, 

My spirit turns to Thee ; 
Por rest, and peace, and happy home. 

And more, art Thou to me. 



J 



I , 
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WEEK VII. 

FIRST DAY. 

" Praying in the Holy Ghost.**— Jude 20. 

Paraclete^ and Mystic Dove ! 
Gentle yet Almighty Friend ! 
Light, life, liberty, and love, 
On my waiting soul descend. 

Calmer of the troubled breast. 
In me dwell, and I in Thee ; 
Holy peace and holy rest. 
Heaven's gate, and heaven's key. 

Though the clouds of sorrow lour. 
O'er the path by mortals trod ; 
Sorrow flies the hallowed hour 
Spent in fellowship with God. 

Solemn, soothing, sacred, sweet. 
Blest omnipotence of prayer ! 
Blest repose at Jesus' feet, 
Happy Sight to heaven iViei^. 
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SECOND DAY. 

" In the day when I cried, Thou answeredst me, 

AND STRENGTHENEDST ME WITH STRENGTH IN MY SOUL." 

Psalm cxxxviii. 3. 

Many an exhortation to prayer is left on 
record in the Holy Scriptures : and many a 
gracious answer to prayer is left on record 
also, for the encouragement and comfort of 
the people of God, in all their approaches to 
the throne of grace, to the end of time. And 
the history and the experience of believers, 
who have lived in past ages, do thus be- 
come, for the instruction and benefit of those 
who follow after them in the pilgrimage of 
life, a standing testimony to the mercy and 
fidelity of Him, who is and will be, as He 
ever hath been, *' a God hearing and an- 
swering prayer." 

The answer to prayer, the prayer of faith, 
is always gracious; often immediate t-^and 
when the answer is. not immediatev it 'Ife^ yet 
sure and certain. ** la the d^^ v^Vx^w^'^vi.^* 
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thou answeredst me/' 8cc. Here the answer 
was without delay ; at once ; and the faith 
of the supplicant was thereby strengthened 
and confirmed, according to the promise. 
(See Isa. xl. 31.) 

God answers prayer^ when He is pleased 
to intimate that He hears it. He thus says 
to the soul that presents it^ as he said to his 
servant Moses, '' Thou hast found grace in 
my sight." And when this is the case, the 
way, and the manner, and the time, in which 
it shall be fulfilled, may safely be left with 
God. It may never be answered in the exact 
purport or literal meaning and expression of 
the petition ; but it shall assuredly be ful- 
filled, as to the good therein desired : in the 
spirit of the prayer it shall be answered, 
though it may not be in the letter. Wl^en 
Jesus said, " Verily I say unto you, there 
is no man that hath left house, or brethren, 
or sister, or father, or mother, or wife, or 
children, or lands, for my sake and the gos- 
pel'a^ but he shall receive a hundred-fold now, 
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itt4his time, houses, and brethren, andsisierSi 
dnd mothers, and children, and lands, with 
fiersecutions, and, in the world to come^ 
eternal life." It is plainly to be understood : 
not in the mere sound and sense of the 
words as they first strike upon the ear, but 
in the spirit of the promise ; in the assurance 
that no one shall resign a valued treasure, 
or endure privation, or encounter suffering, 
from love to Christ, without an abundant 
and multiplied recompense even in this life ; 
— protection, provision, kindness, affection, 
bounty, and blessing ; a hundred-fold more 
than equivalent to every sacrifice willingly 
made for Christ's sake and the Gospel's." 
And it shall issue in '* life eternal." Every 
prayer, offered up in the faith and name 
fift Jesus here, is seed sown to spring up, 
with the blessing of God, in a harvest of 
joy and praise hereafter. And in the mean 
time, there shall be a supply of strength, 
spiritual strength in the soul : the burden 
may not be taken away, but \\\^^o>n^\ ^^H. 
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God is called in to sustain it. The soul^ 

prayer^ rolls its burden upon the Lord, a 

^, the arm of Omnipotence may well bear 

*A' the burden and the burdened too ; while i 

'.] momentary affliction, thus rendered light, 

-? working out " a far more exceeding s 

fj; eternal weight of glory." Eph. iii. 20, 21. 



f.ii 



my 
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O wondrous faith ! by which the soul. 
Can on the Lord, its burden roll ; 
O wondrous grace of God Most High ! 
Who doth that living faith supply. 



THIRD DAY. 



" Your sorrow shall be turned into joy.' 

John xvi. 

Sorrow is the natural inheritance of (2d. 
^., man. Every child of Adam is a child 

'j 5;; sorrow, for every child of Adam is a subj< 

! -I of sin: and between sin and sorrow there 

/ ' a sure and close connection. In whate^ 
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soil the seeds of sin are sown, the produce 
will inevitably be sorrows. Is it therefore 
to be inferred, since ** all have sinned and 
come short of the glory of God/' that all 
men are consequently, and for ever, to eat 
the bread of sorrows ? — to live without hope, 
and to die without deliverance ? God forbid. 
" Your sorrow," said Jesus, "shall be turned 
into joy." And to whom did he address 
himself, but to those who were by nature 
sinners even as others? Are we then au- 
thorized to conclude that these words may 
be addressed, and this assurance given, to 
all the human race? Shall joy be finally 
the portion of all who mourn ? For the most 
enlarged charity to hope or believe this, were 
to indulge an expectation unwarranted by 
Scripture; yea, rather in direct opposition 
to its express declarations. All men are by 
nature, as the descendants of a fallen parent, 
the heirs of sin and death. " In Adam all 
die ;" but they who by faith in Christ Jesus 
do become the children of GoA-^ V5^a^» "^^ 
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'feiiich;ttr» the heirs of life and saltaliobv^'i^h 
'Ciihrrat they are made alive ; — in Chrtirt;, {the 
tecond AViam^ the Lord from heareU, wbc^^i^ 
a quickening Spirit — the Fountain ^ring'of 
life and joy to all his children — a spriag 
i^hose waters fail not. To believers in Christ, 
therefore, these words may be considered as 
most certainly applicable ; and they may be 
addressed, — 1. To the newly^a wakened and 
repenting convert. Isa. Iv. 7, 12. 2dly. To 
the heart under God's chastening and c^- 
recting hand. Job v. 17, 18, 19. Aflfi, 
Srdly, To the soul in seasons of ^OQfliet, 
triaJ, and temptation, GaL v. 17 ; 1 Pet^ i.,1) ; 
Jas. i. 12. To the mourner in Zion^^^tjO the 
troubled believer in every state and oirQwIi- 
stance of affliction, whether of a temporal or 
spiritural nature : to all such, these wojtls 
apply, equally with the apostles ; to all such 
Jesus Christ comes down as the Messenger 
of God's covenanted mercy, the Angel of 
Peace, the Minister of God's good-will to 
man. (See Isa. Ixi. 1, 2, 3.) " O thou afflicted. 
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tossed with tempest, and not comforted/^ roll 
4hy burden upon the Lord ; He shall sustain 
ibae. Pour out thy heart before Him ; and, 
as surely as it now knows its own bitterness, 
so surely will God fill it, in due season, with 
that joy which no stranger can intermeddle 
with. ''Thy sorrow,'' O Christian! whatsoever 
it be» and whosoever thou art, shall assuredly 
" be turned into joy." 

Yes ; I will bless Thee, bless Thee evermore ; 
TlA>ogh high above my highest thoughts Thou art, 
Th^ will I magnify, and Thee adore, 
In sdiig^ exalt Thee, but much more in heart ; 
Yety'Lofd, if silent, heart or harp remain, 
Tkf- . sliglitesl touch can wake the glad and 
i> 'jfmtefal strain. 

: \ • '/ .' 

U ■ i 
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FOURTH DAY. 

** As THE HART PANTETH AFTER THE WATER BROOKS, SO 
PANTETH MY SOUL AFTER ThEE, O GoD ! MY SOUL IS 
ATHIRST FOR GoD ; FOR THE LIVING GoD," — P*,xlii.l,2. 

This is a most sure sign of a spiritual 
mind; or^ in odier l^ords^ of a soul bom 
from abov^ ; for no stream can rise higher 
than its fountain^ and the powerful, prevail- 
ing, habitual desires of the heart will always 
mark its state and disposition. If worldly 
ease and enjoyment — ^if worldly pleasure, ho- 
nour, or interest, absorb the attention ; and 
if it be after these that the heart is panting» 
then it is a worldly heart ; but if it thirst after 
God and Cbi'ist ; if it thirst for that living 
water which flows from the throne of God and 
the Lamb ; if it be the Spirit of holiness and 
righteousness ; if it be heaven and its ele- 
ments for which the heart is panting ; O ! 
most sure mark of a holy and renewed mind ! 
" My soul is athirst for God," said the 
psalmist, " for the living God." And blessed 
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are all they who can take up the same lan- 
guage : yea, and the more intense their thirst, 
the more abundant shall be their supply and 
the plenitude of their satisfaction. " They 
shall drink of the river of thy pleasures." God 
Himself, O Christian believer! has excited 
these earnest desires in thy soul, and God 
Himself will fulfil them. *' Happy are they 
who hunger and thirst after righteousness, 
for they shall be filled." " If any man thirst, 
let him come unto me and drink." " Whoso 
cometh unto me, shall never hunger (that is, 
in vain) ; and he that believeth in me, shall 
never thirst" (that is, without being reple- 
nished with everlasting consolation). " De- 
light thyself in the Lord, and He shall give 
thee the desires of thine heart." 

Awakened from this life's delusive dream, 
From all its shadows to my God I flee ; 
And as the hart pants for the living stream, 
So pants, so thirsts my soul, O Lord ! for Thee ; 
For Thee I thirst, from whose rich mercy flows, 
My soul's refreshment, and my souV& x^^^qi^. 
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I hasten where the peaceful water glides. 
The silent river of Jehovah's love ; 
There while my soul within Thy presence hides, 
Thy Spirit's consolation from above, 
Her fainting power revives, her strength renews; 
And with new songs of joy, her journey she 
pursues. 



FIFTH DAY. 

" I WAIT FOR THE LoRD ; MY SOUL DOTH WAIT, AND IN 

His word do I hope." — Ps, cxxx. 5. 

" Waiting, I waited," says the psalmist, 
Ps. xl. 1. That is, while waiting for God, 
he waited upon God : and very many and 
very great, are the promises attached to such 
waiting. To wait upon God, implies faith — 
to wait for God, patience. And blessed are 
they who thus wait; for the exercise of faith 
and patience will assuredly issue in the pos- 
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session and enjoyment of the hearreniy ini- 
heritance ; the kingdom whieh God' > faatk 
pr6(^red for them that love Him, from thfe 
foundation of the world. Matt. xxv. 34'.^ 
/si Ixiv. 4. '• 

'To those who wait upon God, He has pr<$- 
mised the renewal of their strength. The 
youths, in the freshness of their spring, may 
faint; but the weak believer shall not faint. 
The young meii, in the power and perfection 
of their prime, may be weary — may altoge^ 
ther fail, and fall ; but he, whose strength is 
in his God ; he who runs the Christian race, 
" looking unto Jesus," he shall not be weary ; 
his resources shall never fail him : nay, more 
-t-^his pinion^ shall put forth and grow, and 
he shall 'take flight; loosened from eaitii, he 
^1^1 lake flight, as on eagle's wings^ . toward 
tiiat eity^ that heaven, that God, on^whom 
Aeteye of his faith is fixed, and on jvwhom 
tbe patience of his hope is stayed ; and .tbu8> 
lisifiig! in desire and, love^ his joy.<wiU be 
kin^l^ ^i^d abound; out oC vi^^Vt^v^^ \v^ 

o2 
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shall become strong ; blessed in waiting, an 
still more blessed in the result : for I ** kno 
the thoughts that I think towards you, sail 
the Lord ; thoughts of peace and not of evi 
to give you an end, and the expectation \ 
your hope." '' They shall not be ashaou 
that wait for me." Jet. xxix. 11., ai 
ha. Ixix. 23. 

i 

Od Him who hears and answers prayer, ' 
Roll thou thy burden, cast thy care ; 
Unshaken on His truth depend ; 
His people's everlasting Friend ! 

This help is tried ; this hope is sure ; 
This ground of confidence, secure ; 
And they who know the Saviour's naiq/ 
Shall find Him evermore the same. ^ 



i ' 
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>/< I- /^ = ..!.■.-. 

" Be sober and hope to the end." — 1 Pet, i. 13. 

, «! Amidst the fluctuations and uncdrtaihties 
bf -tins changing world, the humem mind. 
Which cannot but be more or less aflfeoted by 
them, is continually in danger of undue ela^ 
tion on the one hand, or of depression on the 
other : and this precept is intended to form, 
as it were, a kind of balance-weight to keep 
the mind steady ; to preserve it from those 
extremes to which it is at all tinges liable, 
and to be at the same time, and at all times, 
a word both of caution and of encourage- 
ment — " Be sober, and hope, to the end/' 

Art thou borne up, and carried along with 
the full tide of worldly prosperity? Take 
heed lest the things that are temporal gain 
the ascendancy over those which are spiritual 
and eternal. *' Let them that rejoice, rejoice 
as though they rejoiced not." '* Here we have 
no abiding city;" "for the fashion of this 
world passeth away." ** LettU^mo^l^t^V^w\^i^ 
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known unto all men." " Be sober, and watehi) 
unto prayer." ■ m| 

But it may be> thy sky is darkened over ;j; 
the clouds are resting on thy horizon f thijr/ 
way is perplexed and intricate ; thy heart i^y 
ready to faint, and thy faith seems ready to 
fail. O Christian ! where is thy hope ? Is 
it not laid up for thee in heayen ? Is it not 
cast within the veil? Does it not e^ttend 
to the final issue and consummation of all 
things? Is not Jesus Christ Himself 
formed in thy heart the hope of glory ? ! 
then^ gird up the loins of thy mind ; look 
upward; press forward ; hope perfectly ; hope 
to the end. Hope is mada up of desire, and 
expectation ; look into thine owa, heart, 
and examine what is thy hope» and whfit if 
thine expectation ? Did thy hope t^w^nate 
here on earth, thou wouldst indeed have 
great, and just, and freqi&ent cause for la- 
mentation ; but the grace to which thou art 
looking forward, is to be brought onto thee 
at the revelation ot Je^u^ GVitv^t. Let thy 
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desires be holy and heavenly, and thy ex- 
pectations be wrapped up in Him, and thou 
art assured, on the promise and oath of Him 
who cannot lie, thy hope shall never make 
thee ashamed. 

Father ! I commend my spirit. 

To Thy love ia Jesu's name ; 

Love that His atoning merit. 

Gives me confidence to claim : 

O ! how sweet, how pure the pleasure ! 

Flowing from that love to me ; 

O ! how great, how rich the treasure ! 

Saviour ! I possess in Thee. 

From this world and its confusions, 
Here I turn and find my rest ; 
From its strife and its delusions. 
Turn to Thee, and I am blest. 
Though this scene be ever changing, 
Since Thy mercy changes not. 
O'er its depth my spirit ranging. 
Glories in her happy lot. 
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SEVENTH DAY. 

'* Acquaint now thyself with Him and be at 
PEACE." — Job xxii. 21. 

How many axe there among those whom 
the world deem great ; distinguished, it may 
be, among their fellows by their rank, their 
power, their acquirements, or by natural 
talents ; whose acquaintance might never- 
theless be productive of little comfort, little 
profit, and in whose society might be found 
any thing rather than peace ! Yet, among 
the majority of mankind, how imposing, how 
influential, are these adventitious distinc- 
tions ! — with what eagerness are they sought! 
— and how great an honour is it considered 
to be on familiar terms with the wealthy, the 
noble, or the learned ! Reader ! has the ex- 
hortation of the eastern sage ever arrested 
thine attention ? It relates to One more wise 
than the wisest of men; more excellent, 
more noble than the noblest, more high than 
t/ie highest. It has respect to no earthly 



WEEK VII.; SEVENTH DAY. 166 

monarch, no temporal prince. It directs 
thee to Him who is King of kings, and Lord 
of lords — the Sovereign Majesty of heaven 
and of earth. Know Him, and be at peace. 
Notice the precept, and ponder the words. 
It is not said, * Know there is a God ; ' — know 
Him to be a good, a righteous, a merciful 
God ; endeavour to attain to peace by re- 
fl^ecting upon His greatness. His goodness, 
Hift wisdom. His mercy ; but " acquaint thy- 
self with Him." Know Him for thyself; and 
now. Let Him be thy Guide and thy Coun- 
sellor; the Friend of thy bosom; the Com- 
panion of thy life ; and the Repose of thy 
confidence. " Trust in Him at all times, ye 
people ; pour out your heart before Him. 
God is a refuge for us." Think of Him, not 
only in the splendour of his works, and the 
glory of His perfections, as the Creator and 
Governor of the univehje ; but acquaint thy- 
self with Him as the Covenant God of His 
people ; who has promised to do them good, 
and has engaged never to tutu ^>«^^ Itoivfik. 
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doing them good ; and whose word declares 
** all things shall work together for good to 
them that love Him." And having Him for 
thy God, confide in His promises ; stay thy 
soul upon His Word ; " acquaint thyself 
with Him^ and be at peace." 

Wait on Jehovah, in His grace be strongi 
Power to the faint He gives, and will increase ; 
Wait on the Lord^ He is thy strength and rang, 
'' Acquaint thyself with Him, and be at peace/^ 
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*'The Lord shall bless His people wit1i'pea»b.'' — 

P«. xxix. 11. 

Peiace, in its fountain spring, is truth divine ; 
±*e^ce, in its silent stream, is heavenly grace ; 
X'eace, in its deep, full, tranquil rest, is love ; 
ttniWiIing, and enduring, perfect, pure^ 
Unshadowed and unruffled by a fear. 

The knowledge of the Holy One is peace ; — 
Rest to the soul, on truth's eternal base ; 
Where rooted, fixed, established, it abides, 
Unheeding all the world may think or say. 

The favour of the Holy One is peace ; — 

Let Him whose smile gives heaven all its joys. 

Across my heaven throw His radiant bow 

Of covenanted mercy, grace, and peace ; 

My soul receives and glories in a boon 

'More sweet than life ! — life's plenitude of hlis&l 



168 THOUGHTS FOR THE DAY. 

The love of God is peace ; — a love inscribed 

On that fair arch, in colours all his own : 

But who shall set it forth ? What words shall 

speak 
The boundless riches of that mystery ? 
Love ! — so transcending all of human thought ! 
Peace ! — so surpassing all of mortal joy ! 

They, Son of God ! they only, who discern 
In Thee, thy person, offices, and work ; 
The Father's glory, full of truth and grace, 
Concent'ring all its rays in love to man ; 
'' Love, passing knowledge ;" — ^made to compre- 
hend; 
" Peace, passing understanding ;" — to possess. 

O i to be strengthened with the Spirit s might ! 
To know that truth, He only can reveal ; 
That grace wherewith He only can enrich ; 
That love, — which to the sonl conveys the pledge 
And prelibation of its future rest. 
Its everlasting and most sure repose ; — 
That love, — in which immortal spirits live. 
Filled with the fulae^^iid\.Vi<&^iLKCE of God. 
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SECOND DAY. 

*' To BE SPIRITUALLY MINDED IS LIFE AND PEACE."-* 

Rom, yiii. 6. 

To be spiritually minded : that is^ to be 
in subjection to the powerful, sanctifying, 
and gracious operations of the Spirit of God : 
as it is written, " All thy children shall be 
taught of the Lord, and great shall be the 
peace of thy children." Is. liv. 13. All men 
are naturally in the state the Ephesians were 
in, before they knew the quickening power 
of the truth, before they had experienced the 
grace of the gospel ; " namely, dead in tres- 
passes and sins," " without hope and without 
God in the world;"— dead to God and righte- 
ousness, alive to sin and sorrow. But when 
the Holy Spirit comes with His living beam 
into, the heart, the whole state is changed ; 
the soul becomes alive to God, and dead to 
all that constituted the elements of its former 
existence. For death, it has life eternal; 
(^JoAnv.24.); for darkness, light; (EpA.v.8.); 
for uncertainty^ assurance ; fox c^^\xv*\\?3 A'^'^^'- 
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dom ; for restlessness and anxiety, "joy and 
peace in believing" — a " peace that passeth all 
understanding" — a *' joy that is unspeakable 
and full of glory." Learn therefore, O 
Christian believer! thine obligations to the 
Fountain of life and blessing. If thou art 
spiritually alive, it is owing to the life-giving 
Spirit of God — if thou hast peace in thy 
conscience and rest to thy soul, it flows from 
the peace-speaking Spirit of Christ : for every 
joy and every grace is from Himself alone. 
Still *'ask, and thou shalt receive;" still 
**seek, and thou shalt find :" still " open thy 
mouth wide, and God will fill it :" still open 
thine heart to the power of His truth, that 
it may be enriched with His grace, beat to 
His glory, and rest in His love. 

Give me, my God, the blessing that I seek. 
Give me Thy Spirit's wisdom from above ; 
That which is pure, and peaceable, and meek, 
And full of gentleness, and full of love ; 
Which, while it casts a holy lustre round. 
Is with the grace it sheds , as richly crowned. 
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THIRD DAY. 

'.' V^]M|y grace is sufficient for thee, for my stre{<gt;^ 

I« MADE PERFECT IN WEAKNESS." — 2 CoT. xii. 9. 

' • ■ . ■ . ■ ^..if 

^The Lord give his people to understand 
bj h&ppy experience the meaning of tbed^ 
precious words ! Weak^ truly they are ; for 
the state of human nature is one of weaknedfl 
and infirmity. Feeble and helpless^ n^an 
enters into the world — feeble and belpl^fi^ 
be'departs out of it. He has naturally no inr 
herent strength ; nor has he any spirituality^ 
and for the life of the soul^ equally with that 
of the body, every individual believer, every 
Gbristian, even though he were ^* such aa 
one as Paul the ^ged,*' is simply and wholly 
dependant upon Him, whose '' strength is 
made; perfect in weakness." And who is 
this ? It is He who has '' all power in heaven 
and in earth :" it is He, who says not only 
to an apostle, but to the poorest, the mo9t 
humblOi the most obscure and lowly of his 
servants, " My grace is sufficient feTlh^'-*^ 

v1 



162 THOUGHTS FOR THE DAY. 

it is thy Creator, thy Redeemer, thy Sancti- 
fier, O Christian ! who thus addresses tbee : 
and surely, whoever thou art, or however cir- 
cumstanced, there must be sufficient in thd 
power of the Almighty to meet the exigency 
of His creature. Is it then grace that shall 
be imparted, as the context seems to imply ; 
the grace of energy, or patience ; for action 
or endurance? Whatever be thy state or 
thy need, the omnipotence of God must be 
all-sufficient to animate and sustain the soul 
which He has called into existence. Again : 
Is it understood to be grace in its original 
and simple meaning, namely, the free and 
gratuitous favour of Jehovah ? How surely, 
how abundantly, will He enrich that soul, 
which is the object of his tender mercy and 
complacent delight ! " The Lord will give 
strength to his people ; the Lord will give His 
people the blessing of peace." " Say to the 
fearful heart. Be strong :" "Be strong in 
the grace that is in Christ Jesus:" *'strength- 
cned by His Spirit in the inner man:" &c. 



'VTEEK VIII.; THIRD DAY. 163 

Eph. iii. 16. This is to be strong in the 
grace of Christ ; to be filled with His Spirit ; 
ta haye the love of God shed abroad in the 
heart by His Spirit ; to be strengthened by 
His Spirit ; to comprehend the lengths, and 
breadths, and depths, and heights of that 
love, "which passeth knowledge;" and which 
nevertheless, the more it is understood and 
apprehended, the more will the soul out of 
weakness become strong. 

Is it Jesus says I love thee ? 

Let that love thy soul sustain ; 
Let not earthly trials move thee. 

Or to murmur or complain. 

He has said that tribulation. 
Must on earth thy portion be ; 

But, the joy of His salvation, 
None can ever take from thee. 
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FOURTH DAY. 

'< I WILL eo IN THE STRENGTH OF- THE hORD GflB : I ^ 
WILL MAKE MENTION OF THY RIGHTEOUSNESS, EVEN OF 
THINE ONLY." — Ps. Ixxi. 16. 

David was anointed of Qod, by the hand 
of Samuel the prophet, to be king ov^ 
Israel ; but he had to fight his way to the 
kingdom. Watched, waylaid, pursued, hunted, 
"like a partridge upon the mountains^" he 
could have no hope of deliverance, no asri 
surance of success, but as he relied upon the^ 
promise, and realized the presence of his un- 
seen and almighty Protector. In the arm of 
Jehovah was his trust; in the righteous- 
ness of Jehovah was his confidence. ''I. 
will go in the strength of the Lord Qod : I 
will make mention of thy righteoumessr-Hiif 
thine only." 

The righteousness which the psalmiat 
speaks, of calling to remembrance^.in ^is 
passage, is doubtless the truth and fidc^lily. ofi 
God; or His faithfulness to. His coventAt 
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engagements : whatever the Lord had spoken, 
that He would assuredly fulfil ; whatever 
the Lord had promised, that he would as- 
suredly perform. And in the strength of 
this assurance the psalmist expressed his de- 
termination steadily to hold on his way; 
professedly placing all his reliance, and 
grounding all his hope, not upon his own 
faithfulness to God, but on the righteous- 
ness (that is, the faithfulness) of God towards 
Himself; as it is elsewhere expressed : "The 
Lord will perfect that which concemeth me.*' 
Ps. cxxxviii. 8. 

But these words will also apply to a sub- 
ject of infinitely greater importance than the 
possession of an earthly dominion. They 
are suited to the circumstances of every be- 
liever in his passage through time to eternity. 

Every true disciple of Christ is anointed 
of God ; every faithful follower of the Lord 
is appointed to a kingdom ; every Christian 
has a warfare, and a service to accomplish : 
and by no inherent power, by no humatv 
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policy, will the victory be obtained. But 
unto thee, O servant of the Lord ! as well as 
unto David, hath God given exceeding great 
and precious promises; in the strength of 
which thou mayest pursue thy way ; ** being 
fully persuaded that what God hath pro- 
mised, that he is able also to perform.'' Go 
forward, therefore, " strong in the grace that 
is in Christ Jesus ;" making mention of His 
" righteousness, and of His only. He is 
Jehovah our righteousness ;" and He is also 
the righteous Jehovah ; and He hath said, 
*' If ye shall ask anything in my name, I will 
do it." And again, " All things, whatsoever 
ye shall ask in prayer, believing, ye shall re- 
ceive." {John xiv. 14., and Matt. 21, 22.) 
Go in the strength of the promise, pleading 
the name of the Lord Jesus, and confiding in 
His all-sufficiency and faithfulness. " Great 
deliverance giveth He to His people ;" and 
** sheweth mercy to His anointed, to David, 
and to his seed for evermore.*' 
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Holy Ghost ! by Thee anointed, 

May I do my Father's will ! 
Walk the path by God appointed, 

Jesu's pleasure still fulfil ; 
'Till the welcome signal given. 

Call me from the world below ; — 
Till I take my place in heaven. 

And my God in glory know. 



FIFTH DAY: 

** Hope thou in God/' — P«. xlii. 11. 

Hope seems to be an exercise, or state of 
mind, almost, if not absolutely, necessary to 
an intelligent and reasonable being, during 
the period of his existence in this imperfect 
and lower world. It seems naturally to be- 
long to a creature whose life is progressive 
as it respects, in the first instance, the mortal 
frame, and in the next, the immortal spirit. 
The mind of man draws its supplies from the 
past, the present^ and the futuxe •• Wt ^\nsxV 
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ever may be its resources in regard to thk 
past, or the present^ it is on the fiittrre tUtt 
it will more especially delight to expatiatt/. 
Every heart has its own cherished anticit)il^ 
tion : and the eye of the traveller, tlirougH 
all the journey of life, will still be diredM 
forward, with more or less eagerness of ex- 
pectation, toward the horizon, in hope. ' " 
The objects of hope, and consequently tU 
colouring they cast upon human life, wfB 
nevertheless be found infinitely varied ; and 
a correspondence may be traced, and iilii 
only a coiTespondence, but also, in every W^ 
stance, a mutual and powerful re-actioh; b^ 
tween the character of a man and his h6|iel 
The hope will form the character; oi- tliii 
character will depict its image tipon till 
hope. Hence it is, that in the word of QoA'^ 
where many excellent things are naid cdtf- 
ceming hope, and many exhortatitAis tite adV 
dressed to His people to bop^ asstiredly, ziA 
perfectly, and to the end — this hope lis a1- 
ways identified witVi tViat \i<ft) void blessed 
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I^Mrd, whose image and likeness His children 
^Q , predestined to bear. "Hope thou in 
Gqd^": /' The Lord Jesus Christ, who is our 
hope.''. "For every man who hath this hope 
in Uivi, purifieth himself even as he is 

pwe." 

The hope of the Christian rests upon the 
word of God ; it springs from faith in His 
pfomises ; and as it has God for its source, 
BO it has Him also for its object and its end. 
iience they who are *' strangers to the cove-* 
xmntM of promise/' are said to be " without 
.hope, and without God in the world :" that 
is^ to ^y, they have no hope, of which they 
Cfiiqi feel assured that it will not fail them. 
Tii6 hope that is sure and stedfast, must be 
^t within the veil. The hope that shaU 
n^f ipake ashamed, must.be founded on 
^if^,If;<)|mi$4).and oath of Him, who cannot 

Ifv^-T9f H^'^ ^^^ ^^ ^^ truth, *' the God. of 
(b()|pey' for as His word has given it life, so 
^s a^tti^i^ptes and perfections are its strength 
aQd,ff9t^blishineiiit. There i& a «Q\&m\i ^>r 
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thema pronounced on those whose heart de- 
parts from the living Ood, and who place 
their dependance on an aim of flesh; the 
pillar and its base will alike crumble into 
dust. The hope of the hypocrite ^so is 
compared to a spider's web ; and it will perisbi 
it will come to nought : but " Blessed is the 
man who trusteth in the Lord» and whose 
hope the Lord is." Blessed are the true 
worshippers of the true J£hovah. Blessed 
are they who believe in His truth, and con- 
fide in His faithfulness : they shall be like 
trees planted by the waters, and spreading 
out their roots by the river, even that river 
of the water of life proceeding from the throne 
of God and of the Lamb ; — ^that river, whose 
streams make glad the city of God ; whose 
course no power can check or turn aside; 
whose waters, no year of drought can ever 
dry up. ** We are saved," says the apostle, 
*' by hope :" that is, by Him, on whom that 
hope is fixed ; on Him, who is all good, al- 
^'gbty, and all-wise *, on Him, who is true 
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and faithful; on Him^ who can deliver us 
from all evil, and crown us with " glory, 
honour, and immortality." " Let Israel hope 
in the Lobd, from henceforth, even for ever.'* 
For " we are made partakers of Christ, if we 
hold fast the confidence, and the rejoicing 
of the hope, firm unto the end.'' Heb. iii. 
6 and 14. 

God of our help ! our ever present aid ! 
God of our hope ! on whom our souls are staid ! 
In Thee confiding, we have peace and rest. 
In Thee abiding, live, for ever blest. 



SIXTH DAY. 

"As THE DAYS OP HEAVEN UPON EARTH." — Deut, xi. 21. 

This expression, " As the days of heaven 
upon earth,'* has certainly, in the connection 
in which it stands in this chapter, a reference 
to perpetuity ; and forms an antithesis with 
verse 17, in which a warning is ^vvew^'^vos^. 
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apostacy ; and the effect of the displeasure 
of Almighty God, consequent upon the de- 
parture of the people from the true faith, is 
thus summed up : '* Lest ye perish quickly 
from off the good land which the Lord giveth 

you." 

These words are nevertheless so descripive 
of the nature of the believer's happiness ; and 
do so significantly set forth that blessedness, 
wherewith the God of all grace does bless 
his people even here below, that they may 
be thus suitably adapted and used ; and in 
this sense will not fail to supply a constant 
theme for humble and devout thanksgiv- 
ing. 

God does give to His people, God does 
multiply to His people, days " as the days 
of heaven upon earth. God would have His 
people a happy people : he has provided for 
them the means, and He imparts to them 
the elements, of happiness. " The joy of the 
Lord is their strength ;" and it will always 
prove a most powerful incentive to duty, as 
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it'is also their rich reward: for joy in God 
w tsatibtifyiug, and holiness is joy. 
^' It is true we find it written, " Many are 
tfab afflictions of the righteous." We read 
4bo that " the Lord delivereth him out of 
them all." " Light is scattered, or sown, for 
the righteous; and joy for the upright in 
•lieart." Holiness and happiness will in 
the issue be found to be inseparably and for 
«ter united. Qod has given to us exceed- 
ingly great and precious promises, by which 
we are said to be made partakers of the 
Divine Nature: and that Nature is Holy. 
And God is over all and above all, happy, 
" blessed for ever," 

** The^e things,'* says the beloved disciple, 
** these things write we unto you, that your 
jdif may be JkUJ' And what were these 
things? The knowledge, the enjoyment, the 
iov^of God in Ohriist Jesus; fellowship with 
t&e Father and His incarnate Son. And He 
^hose Spirit bt^athed in the words of His 
aposftlej thus^ Himself addre^es tVv^ Q>\^\^t& 
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of His care : " These things have I' ^polkiii 
unto you, that my joy might remain in yoo, 
and that your joy might befulL'* The pre* 
sence of God : communion with God :: Ak 
teaching, help, and comfort of the Holy 
Ghost: the heart dwelling in Christ, and 
Christ dwelling in the heart: the light tt 
' truth, in all its illuminating, sanctifying, and 
cheering power, pervading the soul, and 
filling it with life and peace — this ii joy, 
pure and heavenly ; the same in nature with 
the joy of glorified spirits (from vi^hich it 
differs only in degree) ; having also),, it is 
true, much here below to check it^ fp in- 
terrupt it, to mingle with it; while in heaven 
it is perfected, uninterrupted, unminglecl, full, 
imperishable joy. 

Yet, as that which comes from 'Qodl will 
lead to God, and glimpses of heaven will 
raise the affection heavenwai'd^ : so, in the 
enjoyment of the blessings qf ,th^ gospje), the 
grace of Christ, the favour of God,; thet light 
of His countenance, and the ^omfopt ctf the 
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Holy; Ghost, days like the days of h^ven 
iftpon earth will be the believer's portion ; 
and, as these are multiplied to him in the 
itttkd of his pilgrimage, so will he become 
fOoire and more crucified to the worlds aiMl 
tibe world to him — more and more meet for 
ihat inheritance which is above (1 Pet. i. 4.X 
and that day which is — eternal ! 

, . . Jesus ! my Saviour, let me know, , 

: . . This earnest of my heaven below ; — 
Though I but faintly apprehend, 
That blessedness to which I tend ; 
Though I but dimly in Thy word, 
Behold the glory of my Lord ; 
'Though^ 1 imperfectly receive, 
< The truths my spirit must believe ; — 
O ! let that little bind me still, 
; . , ., Tq learn and do Thy holy will ; 
, . As saints and angels serve above. 
Led by a principle of love ; — 
tove to that Lord who ifirst loved me, 
Tbfett gave my soul His love to s€te.-^ 
Thy kingdom in my heart maintain^j 
I There let Thy Spirit rule and tei^Uy 



!,' 
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Till every impube of my dcml. 
Freely obeys Hb blest controuU 
'Till every power I call my owd» 
Is Thine, most Holy Lord ! alone. 



> /• 



♦ /• 



SEVENTH DAY. 



" For our light affliction which is but for a mo- 
ment, WORKETH FOR US A FAR MORE EXCEEDING AND 
ETERNAL WEIGHT OF GLORY, WHILE WE LOOK NOT AT THE 
THINGS WHICH ARE SEEN, BUT AT THE THINGS WHICH AftB 

NOT SEEN," &c. — 2 Car. iv. 17, 18. 

There is much of instruetion, as well as of 
heavenly consolation, in this sublinne and 
beautiful passage. We are taught what 
should occupy the mind of the Christiaii, 
under the adverse and trying Circutastances 
of this short and passing life. He is like 
Moses, to endure as ** seeing Him who is in- 
visible ;" he is to live, looking at the thihgs 
which are unseen ; he is to lead a life isf 
faith. We also learn how the God trf the 
Christiati is at the s^me time oceu^ied. He 
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is working, and for the benefit of his people, 
even by these very means which appear to 
be most adverse and unpropitious. The Lord 
their God, in the exercise of His high pre- 
rogative, is bringing good out of evil ; turn- 
ing a£3iction into a blessing; and making 
those trials (which, however painful they 
may now appear, are here represented as light 
in their nature, and short in their duration) 
to produce in their issue, a glory, so beyond 
all comparison exceeding the degree of suf- 
fering, as to weigh down the balance ; and 
this is to continue, not simply for a moment, 
nor for moments multiplied to any definite 
period : the affliction is for a moment ! — the 
weight of glory is for ever ! 

It is said, our affliction worketh this bles- 
sedness, this everlasting good : but affliction 
is in itself an evil, and worketh evil. It is the 
evil of suffering that worketh sorrow ; an evil 
closely and inevitably following the introduc- 
tion of the evil of sin. It is the expression of 
God's just displeasure on accouut o? %\\v% Vv. 
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marks his indignation against sin. Ifad sin 
found no entrance^ suffering had never found 
place in the universe of God. " O the depths 
of the riches both of the wisdom and know- 
ledge of God!" O the greatness of that 
power, which in such a soil can effectually 
cause those seeds of grace to germinate, 
which, by that same almighty power, do 
spring up and blossom, expand and ripen, 
into the brightness of glory ! That counsel 
and that might is His, who in His love and 
in His pity redeemed His people ; who in all 
their afflictions was afflicted, and who, taking 
upon Himself their sins, did also take upon 
Himself their sorrows, and gave, in exchange, 
to them. His righteousness and His joy ! 

It is nevertheless a truth, that in this 
world the people of God are more or less an 
afflicted people ; and it is also a truth, that 
to them, the aspect of affliction is changed. 
They see it not as the world sees it, the de- 
struction of their pleasures, and the death 
of their bope& ; it comes to them rather as a 
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messenger from God, to loosen those fetters 
which would otherwise bind them too closely 
to a perishable earth ; or it presents to them 
an occasion for glorifying their Saviour and 
Deliverer, by their simple trust, their pa- 
tience, their resignation, their spirituality, 
their meekness, their unshaken confidence 
in His promises ; or it proves to them like 
the furnace into which the three Hebrew 
children were cast, in which One like unto 
the Son of God is with them ; — that Angel 
of God's presence, who can make the flames 
of affliction to play harmlessly around them ; 
and with whom they feel no fire but the fire 
of His love — a fire that but kindles their faith 
anew, and which, leading them to count their 
momentary afflictions light, gives them, even 
here, the prelibation of their future, their 
exceeding, their eternal weight of glory. 

No transient day of trial here, 
Should faint or weary make thee ; 

Since He hath said, thy soul to cheer, 
*' I never will forsake thee " 



. i 



WEEK IX. 



FIRST DAY. 

'* There remaineth therefore, a rest (the keep- 
rec OP A sabbath) for the people of God." — Heb. ij.9. 

Christian ! this world is not thy rest ; 

This world is not thine home ; 
Thine is the kingdom of the blest, 

A city yet to come. 

Look, Christian ! through the glass of faitti, 

Thy promised portion view ; 
Rely on all that Jesus saith. 

For all His words are true. 

Thine is indeed a glorious land, 

And undefiled as fair ; 
Lo ! saints and angels waiting stand, 

To bid thee welcome tViete* 
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Thy name with all that shining throng, 

Is now enrolled on high ; 
And thou with them shalt sing, ere long, 

The anthems of the sky. 

Through Jesus thou art come to God, 

Thy Mediator see ; 
He by His Spirit and His blood. 

Hath cleansed and set thee free. 

When heaven &|hall tremble at His word. 

And nought of earth remain ; 
Firm stands the kingdom of thy Lord, 

And thou with Him shalt reign. 

XheOy Christian ! bear ** a little while," 

The labours of the way ; 
Thy Saviour Lord's approving smile. 

Will all thy toil repay. 
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SECOND DAY. 

" And having done all (or, overcome all) to 
stand: Stand therefore, having your loins girt 
about with truth," &c. — Eph, vi. 13 to 18. 

This standing, is not a standing still in 
the Christian course ; it is not a cessation 
from labour; it does not signify, giving up 
the Christian walk and warfare ; it is, on 
the contrary, to be understood as enforcing, 
in figurative and energetic language, the 
steady maintenance of its profession and its 
principles. It is opposed, therefore, not to 
'action, but to inaction. The command to 
'' stand," is an <exhortatioii to firmness and 
steadfastness; to watchfulness and perse- 
verance. It imports fixedness of purpose, 
continuance, fidelity ; and the word ** stand" 
is used in opposition to unwatchfulness, weak- 
ness, indifference, instability, and overthrow. 
To " stand," is to be strong in the faith ; 
immoveable in the hope of the gospel ; rooted 
and grounded in love : *\t '\^ \Ai b^ confirmed 
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established, strengthened, and settled, in the 
belief and love of the truth, and in all those 
blessed principles and habits which are the 
legitimate effect of its cordial reception. 

The exhortation is to the matured, or the 
perfect in the school of Christ ; to those 
whose senses have been exercised, as it is 
expressed, (Heb. v. 14.) to " discern both 
good and evil ;" that is, to discriminate, and 
clearly to distinguish, between that which 
is really so, according to the unerring standard 
of God's eternal truth, and that which is 
deemed to be so in the false, though current 
maxims of an evil world. And having thus 
been enabled, by the grace of God, to war a 
successful warfare, and to withstand the 
policy of all that would have drawn them 
aside from their allegiance to their rightful 
Sovereign ; they are now, in the strength of 
the Lord, and in the power of His Spirit, 
clothed with the armour of light, and girt 
about with the panoply of heaven, to'' stand ;" 
stedfast and immoveable ; ea\.%!cAv^^^ vcl 
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Christian principles, and enriched and adorned 
with every Christian grace ; prepared and in 
readiness to fulfil their appointed ^ork and 
service ; alert, and firm, and watchful ; as 
being yet in an enemy's country, and ex- 
posed to assaults and to dangers on every 
side, they are thus now to " stand." 

This standing has reference to their state ; 
which is one of grace and favour, and also 
of liberty. (See 1 Pet. v. 12.; Rom. v. 2.; 
Gal. V. 1.). Into this they are introduced, 
and in this they are preserved by faith: 
therefore it is written, ** Stand fast in the 
faith" (1 Cor. xvi. 13.); in that faith which 
is a belief of the truth ; or, more properly, 
a belief in Him who is the Truth ; they are 
brought into union and fellowship with 
Christ ; hence they are bid to " stand fast 
in the Lord." (Phil. iv. 1 . ; 1 Thess. iii. 8, 8U5.) 

Again : It has reference to their principles; 

those principles which spring from faith in 

Christ, as the branches grow from the stem 

of the tree ; the stem aud \h^ bvanches alike 
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deriving their vitality from the root. These 
are in the context figuratively described as 
defensive clothing ; as the armour and the 
weapons of the soldier of Christ ; wherein 
and wherewith he shall fight, overcome, and 
triumph everlastingly. Stand, therefore, girt 
about, guarded, and arrayed with truth, 
righteousness, faith, hope, and the whole 
preparation of the gospel of peace. And as 
this beautiful passage commences by describ- 
ing this as being ** strong in the I^rd, and 
in the power of His might" (Eph. vi. 10.), so 
it closes with pointing out, how this strength 
is to be obtained ; — " Praying always with 
all prayer in the Spirit," &c. (Eph, vi. 18.) 
By prayer in the Spirit, we draw near to 
God, through Christ, and thus obtain power 
and strength from the Lord to wield the 
sword of the Spirit in His service. 

In the power of Thy might, 
Be Thy feeblest servant stroog ; 

Till the long and arduous fight, 
Issue in the conqueror's %ow^. 

^1 
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THIRD DAY. 

" The love op the Spirit."— jRowi. xv. 30. 

" I beseech you," writes the apostle, " for 
the Lord Jesus Christ's sake, and for the love 
of the Spirit, that ye strive together v»rith me 
in your prayers to God for me." It may admit 
of a doubt, whether the " love of the Spirit," 
in this passage, may be intended to signify the 
kindness and tenderness, the parental love 
and care of the Holy Ghost, as manifested 
towards the people of His charge; or, that 
holy and gracious affection which he had by 
his sanctifying power awakened and kindled 
in them ; drawing them and uniting them in 
love first to God, and then to each other, fiar 
His sake ; as it is expressed by the beloved 
disciple : " Every one that loveth Him that 
begat, loveth him also that is begotten oi' 
Him." IJohfhY.l. As, however, all tbe< 
grace that is wrought in the hearts of the 
children of God is but the effect and .fruit of 
His everlasting love lo l^Vi^vsi^K^advmttst there-r 
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fore in the first instance be traced up to the 
fountain-spring of His grace, as maqifested 
to them, it cannot be improper to make use 
of the apostle's persuasive argument, for the 
purpose of drawing the attention of the re- 
deemed family of God, to the love of that 
heavenly Paraclete, who is always watching 
over them with unwearied tenderness and in- 
finite compassion. 

Ohristian reader! let us for a moment 
fjatise over and ponder this expression. We 
bare often, it may be, been led to wonder, 
adore, and praise ; when we have thought of 
the love of the Father, in giving up His only 
and beloved Son to die for us sinners and for 
oar salvation. For *' it pleased the Father 
to bruise Him, that His bruise might be to 
us, tt«difafg.'- *' He put Him to grief," that 
^ mighlu'^ Rejoice evermore.'* Again : We 
haVte Udien up our station at the foot of th^ 
cross ^ and have thought upon the mystery 
df mercy there ;'^nd have felt, it may be, in 
some Kttle measure, the conslmti\\\^ ^qp«^ 
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of the Love of Christ. " He loved us," we 
have said, and He " gave Himself for us !" 
But, have we ever been led to reflect upon 
the love of the Spirit ? God is One; and 
the love of the Father, the Son, and th^ 
Spirit is one and the sanie; and Qod is 
Love. And well may we consider, and be 
astonished at the unspeakable condescensioB 
of Him whom the heaven of heavens cannot 
contain — of Him, who being the High and 
the Holy One, inhabiting eternity, is yet 
pleased to stoop down, and make the hu- 
man heart His temple, and call that humble 
dwelling place. His home. There does He 
with infinite patience carry on His gracious 
work ; bearing with our ignorance ; help- 
ing our infirmities; shedding His light; 
imparting His power ; diffusing His peace. 
And whence that infinite condescension, 
and that infinite patience, but that He is 
also infinite in His love? Remember, my 
fellow-Christian ! — if thou hast been warned 
to Hue from the wrath to eo\a^ — the Spirit 
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spake that warning to thee. If thou hast 
been convinced of the guilt, the danger, 
the awful nature of sin ; it was the Spirit 
that impressed that conviction on thy mind. 
If thy conscience and thine heart have been 
purified, and thy soul set at liberty ; it was 
the Spirit that led thee to the cross of thy 
Redeemer; applied to thy conscience the 
peace-speaking blood of sprinkling ; opened 
thine eyes to see the grace and glory of thy 
once-crucified, and now risen. Lord. And if 
thou hast been kept abiding in Christ, it is 
because His Spirit abides in thee. Every 
grace thou art enabled to exercise, is the 
*' fruit of the Spirit." And all the progress 
thou hast made, and every victory thou hast 
gained in thy heavenly walk and warfare, 
has been from His leading thee onward ; and 
from His teaching " thine hands to war, and 
thy fingers to fight." Think on these things, 
and bless the Lord; and praise Him yet 
again : and though thou canst never enu- 
merate all his benefits,'' yet beat couU\i\ya.\Vj 



190 THOUGHTS FOR THE DAY. 

in thy remembrance, " the love of the 
Spirit." 

Holy Spirit ! Sacred Seal ! 

Fix thine impress on my heart ; 
In my soul Thy love reveal ; 

To my soul Thy grace impart. 
While I tread this vale of death. 

Heavenward my affections raise ; 
Breathe in me and be Thy breath 

Ceaseless prayer, and ceaseless praise. 



FOURTH DAY. 



" For thy name sake, lead me and guide me."— 
Pa, xxxi. 3. 

Like an infant, who cannot go without 
help ; being as destitute of strength as it is 
of wisdom ; or like a child, that looks to the 
parent's eye and the parent *s arm for guidance 
and support, not knowing whither to direct 
its steps; so does the child of God, the sou) 
bom from above, the ^oul into whom the 
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true light hath shined, feel the necessity of 
continual application to its Father which is 
in heaven — " Lead me and guide me/' And 
how can such an one draw near to God with 
a plea more powerful or more suitable than 
that which God has Himself supplied. " For 
thy Name's sake." Thou hast revealed thy- 
self in proclaiming thy Holy Name, " as mer- 
ciful and gracious, slow to anger, and 
abundant in goodness and in truth." For 
thy mercies' sake — ^for thy goodness' sake — 
for thy truth's sake — '* Lead me, and guide 
me. 

If under the Old Testament dispensation, 
this plea had power to prevail with God ; how 
much more may the believer under the New, 
the disciple of Christ, draw near and present 
it in the confidence of faith before the throne 
jf grace ! " I am come," said Jesus, "in my 
Father's name." " Believe me, that I am in 
the Father, and the Father in me." " I am 
3ome that ye might have life, and that ye 
might have it more abundantly." " ^VOckfc\\a 



I 
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have ye asked nothing in my Name." "Ask, 
and ye shall receive, that your joy may be 
full." " Verily, verily, I say unto you, 
Whatsoever ye shall ask in my Name, that 
will I do." " If ye shall ask any thing in 
my Name, I will do it." 

Draw near, O my soul ! plead the promise, 
and trust in Him who made it. Faithful is 
He who hath called you, who also will do it. 

Lord Jesus ! let me walk with Thee ; 

And lead and guide me in Thy way ; . . 
While in Thy light, my light I see, 

And Thy right-hand upholdeth me, 

I shall not go astray. 

Thy grace I cannot comprehend : 
Yet hy Thy Spirit taught i^id hlest, 

I can with confidence depend. 

My happy walk with Thee shall end 

In everlasting rest. 



i • 
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' ' FIFTH DAY. 

"Noah was a just man, perfect in his genera- 
tions, AND Noah walked with God." — Gen, vi. 9. 

There should be no error in the under- 
standing ; no earthly affections in the heart ; 
no obliquity in the will of one who is perfect. 
And if such were the perfection of Noah, we 
must look higher than nature for the origi- 
nal. Streams so pure could never proceed 
from a corrupt fountain : for " that which is 
born of the flesh, is flesh." Truth, holiness, 
heavenly-mindedness, an upright and hum- 
ble walk in communion with God, — these 
are not the natural inheritance of the children 
of Adam. He that is just before God, must 
first be justified; for " there is not a just 
man upon earth that doeth good, and doth 
not sin." And he that is perfect, must be 
so on a new principle : he must be " born 
from above.'* " Ascribe ye the glory to our 
God ; He is the Rock ; His work is perfect ; 
all His ways are judgment ; a God o? Iw^lVi^ 



S-' 
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feet in his generations/' he walked^ and by 
whose grace he was saved, as we read in the 
yerse preceding the text (Gen. vi. 8.), *' Noah 
found grace in the eyes of the Lord." 

The term perfection, when used in re- 
lation to an intelligent being, although it 
must always include the qualities of truth 
and uprightness, has not, whenever it occurs 
in the Scriptures, precisely the same bear- 
ing : the meaning of the passage must there- 
fore be determined by the context, and from 
the analogy of the Word of God. 

There is a perfection pertaining only to 
the heavenly state; in which, and with 
which, they who die in the Lord are blessed ; 
enjoying a perfect, holy, happy rest from all 
their labours. Yet, even in this life, per- 
fection is in some sense, attributed to the 
faithful ; and that not merely by man, but 
by God Himself. Thus we find him saying, 
in relation to Job : '* Hast thou considered 
my servant Job, a perfect man and an up- 
right?" &c. (Job i. 8.). And,\T\^\a.\«t ^^^ 
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the apostle Paal^ -writing to the Corinthian 
church, says : " We speak wisdom among 
them that are perfect." 1 Cor. ii. 6. Ad- 
dressing the Philippians, he thus exhorts 
them : " Let us^ therefore, as many as be 
perfect, be thus minded." Phil. iii. 15. And 
he tells the Hebrews to press on to perfection 
(see Heb. v. 14; and vi. 1.); or, in other 
words, to that full apprehension of the gospel 
of Christ, that maturity in wisdom and in 
knowledge, that fixedness of principle, that 
establishment in the faith, which, in Eph. iv. 
13, he calls '' a perfect man, or the measure 
of the stature of the fulness of Christ." From 
which and other passages we learn, 1 . There 
is a perfection of state, or that heaven of 
happiness and glory which is enjoyed by *'the 
spirits of the just made perfect." 2. There 
is a perfection of principle, proceeding from 
the power and grace of the Holy Spirit, 
dwelling in the heart of every true believer ; 
the life pertaining to the new nature in every 
soul born from above. 3. TKeve is a per- 
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fection of habits or walk^ usually designated 
in the Scriptures by the term " upright- 
ness ;" and to which God directed the at- 
tention of Abraham, when he said, "Walk 
before me, and be thou perfect" Let the 
correctness of thy outward conduct testify 
the integrity and loyalty of thy faith and 
love towards God. 

By the perfection of Noah, therefore, must 
be understood his steady adherence to the 
worship of the true God ; and a consistent, 
holy, and conscientious walk, corresponding 
with his profession; his faith, love, and 
obedience ; which were put to the test and 
openly manifested in the midst of an unbe- 
lieving, idolatrous, and wicked people. 

Lastly, there is a progression in the di- 
vine life, to which all Christians are called ; 
— an experimental and growing acquaintance 
with the Lord Jesus Christ — an increase in 
fruitfulness, equally to the happiness of the 
disciples as it is to the honour of their Lord, 
let them aim and labour after this perfection *^ 
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" forgetting those things which are behind, 
and reaching forth unto those things which 
are before, let them press toward the mark, 
for the prize of their high calling of God ia 
Christ Jesus." Phil. iii. 12, 13, 14. 

Jesus ! renew and sanctify my heart ; 
For life to me, and holiness, thou art : 
Author and Finisher of faith ! to Thee 
I look, to perfect what concerneth me. 



SIXTH DAY. 



*' I KNOW THY WORKS ; BeHOLD ! I HAVE SET BEFORE 
THEE AN OPEN DOOR, AND NO MAN CAN I^HUT IT; FOR 
THOU HAST A LITTLE STRENGTH, AND HAST KEPT MY WORD, 
AND HAST NOT DENIED MY NAME." — RcV, iu. 8. 

Most rich, most beautiful, most precious 
passage ! — full of instruction, encouragement, 
and consolation : every separate sentence of 
which may with propriety form a theme for 
humble, thankful, solemn, and yet joyful 
meditation. " I know iVv^ viwks*" The 
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Lord God seeth and knoweth all things ; 
neither can anything be hidden or concealed 
from the eyes of His omniscience — those 
" eyes of Jehovah which run to and fro 
through the whole earth." (Zech. iv. 10.) 
The Father '* seeth in secret ;" He seeth and 
knoweth all things ; — the thoughts of the 
heart — the words of the lips — the ways and 
the works of the children of men. (see Prov. 
xv. 3.; Job xxxiv. 21, 22.; and xxiii. 10.; 
Ps, i. 6.) The Father knoweth; the Son 
also knoweth ; for it is Jesus who speaks ; 
and God and Christ are One. It is Jesus 
who says, '' All the churches shall know 
that I am He which searcheth the reins and 
the hearts," and I will give unto every one 
of you according to your works." (Compare 
Jer. xi. 21.; Rev.n.23.) It is the Spirit 
that speaks. He that searcheth all things, 
even the depths of the Divine Mind ; and 
assuredly therefore those that are in the mind 
of finite man. It is the Holy Ghost who 
s^y^: *' I know thy works;" and *' He tlva.t 
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hath ati ear, let him hear what the Spirit 
saith unto the churches." (Rev. iii. 13.) 
'* Whither shall I go from thy Spirit? or 
whither shall I flee from thy presence?/' 
" Hell and destruction are before the Lord ; 
much more the hearts of the children of 
men/' " He understandeth the thoughts 
afar off.*' 

But the expression here relates to the 
works ; not to the inward principles or feel- 
ings, but to those principles brought into 
action — to those feelings in their manifesta- 
tion. " I know thy works." It is a know- 
ledge of approval, acceptance, complacency 
and delight. There are some persons who 
confess Christ with their lips, while in works 
they deny Him. {Titus i. 16.) To these He 
will say, " I never knew you : depart from 
me, ye that are workers of iniquiy." Such 
is not the character of those whom Jesus 
addresses in the text. He knows His sheep, 
and is known of them: He knows their 
hearts, and that theii desire is towards Him- 
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self : and He knows their works ; and he 
knows them to be wrought in God ; and how- 
ever poor, however weak, however worthless 
in their own estimation are all their services, 
by Him who looks at the motive, by Him 
whose eye is upon the actuating principle, 
their works are not despised ; the Lord ac- 
cepts them, and they are recorded in the 
book of His remembrance ; and in the day 
when He shall appear, to be glorified in His 
people, and to give to every one according to 
their works; the testimony of their faith, 
however weak ; the tribute of their love, 
however humble ; the patience of their hope 
in the Lord Jesus Christ, and in the sight of 
God, and their Father, will not, however 
feint and trembling, be by Him forgotten — 
will not be by Him unrecompensed : for " if 
any man love God, the same is known of 
Him." 

O servant of God ! however low thy state 
may be, or however lowly thy station ; bear 
continually in mind that the eye of Him. 
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whom thou art privileged to call thy Master 
and thy Lord, is always resting upon thee ; 
think of all He hath done, is now doing, and 
hath engaged to do, for thee. And if the 
poorest services of His poorest followers, are 
not unnoticed by Him ; if He hath graciously 
assured thee, that not even a cup of cold 
water, given from love to His Name, shall 
be without its recompense ; — faint not, neither 
be weary in well doing ; be this thy joy, be 
this thy high reward — '* I know thy works." 



My Saviour ! till I cease to be, 

I lift my soul in praise to Thee ! 

And every power by Thee bestowed 

Shall hymn the source from whence it flowed. 

O ! be thy rich anointing shed 

On hands and feet, and heart, and head ; 

That all may join, and joy to raise 

One living sacrifice of praise. 
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SEVENTH DAY. 

" I WILL WORSHIP TOWARD ThY HOLY TEMPLE, AND 

PRAISE Thy Name for Thy loving kindness and T^y 

TRUTH ; for Thou hast magnified Thy Word above 

all Thy Name." — P«. cxxxviii. 2. 
« 

Or, as it may be rendered, " I will worship 
toward the temple of thy holiness, and praise 
thy Name ;" concerning thy loving kindness, 
and concerning thy truth ; " for thou hast 
Eiagnified," (concerning all the attributes 
and perfections of" thy Name,") "thou hast 
magnified thy word ;" thy speech ; thy de- 
claration. That is to say, very great have 
been the discoveries, very abundant the re- 
velation God has made of Himself to man. 
Our imperfect and feeble apprehensions of 
His nature and glory are occasioned by the 
dulness of our perception, and not by the 
scantiness of the manifestation ; for this has 
been magnified. The word of God ; the re- 
velation of His Name ; the manifestation of 
His glory ; has been given, increased, mul- 
tiplied in a great and wonderful me^&\3X^, 
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The Divine Name is inscribed upon every 
part of creation. The minutest insect bears, 
equally, with the glowing star in the firma* 
ment, the stamp of God's consummate skill, 
and the impress of His power ; but to bnow 
and rejoice in His loving kindness and His 
truth, we must turn to the revelation He has 
made of Himself in Christ Jesus ; for it is in 
the person of His Son, that the love of Ood 
shines forth upon this fallen world in a way 
of grace, and peace, and mercy. And this 
love being assured to His people by promise, 
and by oath, we find his mercy and his truths 
his grace and his truth, his loving^kindness 
and his truth, conjointly the theme of their 
joyful and devout thanksgiving. 

The word of God, his written word, is' 
therefore the record of his loviog-kiiidniesa 
and his truth ; his love and hm fiiithfulneteJ 
Promises made and fulfilled to His beUenng 
people, in the ages that are past are left on 
record there^ ** that the generations yet to 
come might learn to «et theit hope in God/ 
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and to put their trust in Him, with whom i& 
no variableness, neither shadow of a turning." 
We there read that the promise which God 
made to Abraham of a numerous posterity, 
and their subsequent deliverance from a state 
of bondage in Egypt, was fulfilled at the 
appointed time; and that according to the 
same promise, they were sustained and pre-> 
served in their journey through the wilder- 
ness, and put in possession of the land of 
Canaan, and established as a nation and a 
kingdom there. Of this the pious Jew would 
b6 reminded, wherever his steps might be 
directed, when, turning his eyes toward the 
templef at Jerusalem, he bowed his head and 
worshipped. But the Christian directs the 
oye of his faith to a far more glorious Tem- 
ple, liiat Temple in which dwells all the 
fidnessof the Godhead ;^*-that Temple which 
dieds through all the Jerusalem that is above, 
Ihe brightness and splendour of Jehovah's 
Olory ; — that Building, of which Jesus spake 
wlien he said to the Jews, " D^^to^j \k\^ 
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Temple, and in three days I will raise it up." 
** Looking unto Jesus," the believer rejoices 
in a deliverance of infinitely greater magni- 
tude than the redemption of Israel from the 
yoke of Pharoah ; — " looking unto Jesus," 
he beholds the glory of the Father '* in the 
Son of His love," ** full of grace and truth;" 
he looks upon "God, manifest in the flesh;" 
the Eternal Word that " was from the be- 
ginning with God," and that " was God." 
And towards this Holy, this Living Temple, 
he lifts his eyes, his hands, his heart; and 
worships, and lauds, and magnifies the great, 
the ineffable Name. Yes: the people of 
God can look on the wonders of creation, 
and admire the works of His hands ; they 
can trace the accomplishment of His designs 
in all the variety of His dispensations, and 
adore the mystery of His providence; but, 
in Christ Jesus, in Him who is emphatically 
termed the Word of God, they behold the 
Name of Jehovah beaming forth upon His 
people with a tranaceud^tut ^ower, and glory, 
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and loveliness that penetrates the inmost 
soul; transforms the mind; fills the heart; 
and calls forth that fervent and devout ac- 
knovsrledgment — " As concerning thy mercy, 
as concerning thy truth, yea, as concerning 

THE WHOLE OF THY NaME, THOU HAST 
MAGNIFIED THY WoRD." 



Wisdom Divine !— Incarnate Word ! 

Shine forth, thou Glory of the Lord ! 

The beaming brightness of thy face 

Reveals the Father's truth and grace ; 

Seen only there, beneath, above, 

That " God is Light;" and ** God is Love. 

May that pure Light my soul surround ; 

Within, may that pure Love abound ; 

Till every faculty and thought 

Is by thy Spirit captive brought. 

In sweet obedience. Lord, to Thee ; 

And Thou art glorified in me. 



» 



WEEK X. 

FIRST DAY. 

" He was wounded for our transgressions ; He 

WAS BRUISED FOR OUR INIQUITIES. ThE CHASTISEMENT 
OF OUR PEACE WAS UPON HiM, AND WITH HiS STRIPES WE 
ARE HEALED." — Isa. Hii. 5. 

O wonder, past expression ! 

Chastened and bruised for me ; 
Stricken for my transgression. 

The Lord, my God, I see ; 
My grief and shame enduring. 

He poured His soul to death ; 
My endless life securing. 

When He resigned His breath. 

With deep humiliation 

I seek Thy mercy-seat ; 
Thou God of my salvation ; 

And worship at Thy feet ; 
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This world's false joys forsaking^ 

I glory in Thy cross ; 
And Thee my portion makings 

Count all beside as loss. 

I ask Thy promised Spirit ; 

Thine image, Lord, restore ; 
And fit me to inherit 

Where Thou art gone before ; 
While here. Thy servant make me, 

Thy cheering presence give ; 
And then to glory take me 

To see Thy face — and live. 



SECOND DAY. 



*' When Jesus therefore had received the vine- 
gar, He said, *■ It is finished :' and He bowed His 
head, and gave up the ghost.*'— Jofcn xix. 20. 

*' It is finished !" — a work is accomplished, 
greater and more wonderful than that of the 
creation of the world : involving principles 
more important, and resulU mo\^ ^wvssi&S 
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and for which > glory and honour, thanks- 
giving and praise will be ascribed to God by 
countless myriads, when this world shall 
have passed away, and the material heavens 
shall be no more. " In the beginning was 
the Word, and the Word was with God, and 
the Word was God ;" and by the fiat of that 
Word, the visible universe was called into 
existence : " He spake, and it was done ; 
He commanded, and it stood fast :" the pro- 
duction of consummate wisdom, and incon- 
ceivable power. But the redemption of the 
human soul was not effected by a word ; it 
was the fruit of sorrow — the reward of suf- 
fering — the effect of agonizing travail — it 
was life purchased by death !-^9SiA the deaihi 
of no less a victim than that Incaraatet 
Word from whom all life proceeds, « em-i 
phatically called, the " Prince of Life/u 
(Acts iii. 15.) To accomplish this, the work* 
the Father had given him to do; to magnify i 
the law» and render it honourable; to make 
an end ,o£;$in, ^Ol^l fiiuvi^ U%xv«^c«si»LonL;^>ta 
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work out, and bring in everlasting righteous-* 
ness; to glorify the Name of Jehovah; 
to give his life a ransom for many; and 
through death to destroy him that had the 
power of death (that is the devil) ; the Word 
became flesh/' and died, '* the Just for the 
unjust/' that He might bring us to God/' 
He came, as our great High Priest, to make 
atonement for the sins of His people. And 
seeing no less a sacrifice than one of infi- 
nite efficacy could do this, and ■ because no 
greater could be offered, he offered up Him- 
self; and being thus (officially) "perfected 
through sufferings," Jesus has entered into 
the Holy of Holies, there " to appear in the 
presence of God for us." The veil is rent in 
twain; the Temple services are no longer 
needed; the way into the Holiest is made 
manifest; He has made reconciliation by the 
blood of His cross — it is done — it is accom- 
plished—'.' IT liS FINISHED." 

^It is written, "They shall look on Him 
vfhom they have pierced, «iwd'\)a«^ ^^^5^: 
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mourn ;'^-^— on Him " who was wounded in 
the house of his friends;" — on Him whose 
love was " stronger than death." In the 
greatness of the sacrifice, they shall behold 
the greatness of their sins ; in the intensity 
of his sorrows, they shall discern the intensity 
of his love. And when they look on Him 
whose heart they have pierced, shall theirs 
be unmoved ? When they think of Him, 
whose soul for their sakes became sorrowful 
even unto death, will they not sorrow ? Yes, 
they will mourn ; they will sorrow ; but not 
with a sorrow like that of " the world, which 
worketh death ;" for this proceeds from hfe, 
and tends to life ; and that life will be mani- 
fested in its fruits — love, joy, thankfulness, 
and the consecration of every power and of 
every faculty to the service and glory of the 
once crucified, and now exalted. Saviour.— 
2 Cor. v. 14, 16. 

Cherish, O Christian I cherish a softened 

spirit,. Qe not in haste to dry the tear that 

/alls over the sorrows oi \\\>j ^^^^^\sv^t — the 
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agonies of His soul ; the pangs of His sacred 
frame; who in all thine afflictions was af- 
flicted, and who had never known a grief, 
nor felt a wound, but for thee! 

Shall they who thus their peace receive. 
Pierce Thee again ? — ^Thy Spirit grieve ? 
By sinful thought, or deed or word ; ' 

And thus still crucify their Lord ? 

Forbid it — that in any mind, 

Such awful thought should entrance find ! 

O may their conduct rather prove 

No law so binding, as Thy love. 



THIRD DAY. 



" Enter into the Rock, and hide thee in the 
dust, for fear of the lord, and for the glory of 
His Majesty." — Isa. ii. 10. 

When Moses prayed, " I beseech Thee 
show me Thy glory," God said, '* Thou canst 
not see my face and live :" but He added « 
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** Thou shalt stand upon a Rock^ and I will 
put thee in a clift of the Rock, while I pass 
by." And thus, in the riches of His grace, 
does God deal with all His praying people : 
He sets their foot upon a Rock, and hides 
them in a clift of that Rock while the glory 
of His Majesty is revealed. O ! happy 
place of peace and everlasting security ! for, 
it is the Rock of ages ; and that Rock is 
Christ. Reader ! enter into that Rock, by 
faith ; or, having entered there, by faith abide, 
and hide thee in the dust. Bow down before 
the Lord in self-abasement, recollecting who 
and what thou art, thus sheltered and thus 
saved ; ** for fear of the Lord, and for the 
glory of His Majesty.'' A lively sense of 
the mercy of God, will always induce a filial 
reverence of the majesty of God. Surely it 
is with a holy and reverential fear, the soul 
will think of Him who said, *' Thou canst 
not see my face and live" — of Him, who is a 
** consuming fire !" — Yet, with this fear, let 
there also be peace, aivd confidence, and 
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rest. For, if God Himself, O Ch^stian be- 
liever ! — He who is thus glorious in majesty — 
if He say to thy soul, " I am thy salva- 
tion; wilt thou not take take up the lan- 
guage of the psalmist, and say, " In God is 
my salvation and my glory ; the rock of my 
strength and my refuge is in God/' He, 
who in His holiness cannot look upon ini- 
quity — He, who in his righteousness will 
render to every man according to his deeds, 
is also '* the Lord, the Lord God, merciful 
and gracious ; abundant in goodness and in 
truth;" whose *' mercy is from everlasting 
to everlasting upon them who fear Him;" 
and whose love, in perfect harmony with all 
His divine perfections, can stoop down and 
compass round " with favour as with a 
shield" the sinner, in and through Christ 
Jesus. 

Jesus ! my riven Rock ! in Thee I hide ; 

I fly for refuge to thy wounded side ; 

And, sheltered there, with joy that Glory see, 

Whose beams in Love for ever rest oivT^.^^. 
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'^ IJnto Him that hath loved us, and washed gs 
from our sins in his own blood, and hath made us 

kflW^S AND PRIESTS UNTO^GoD AND HiS pATHE<iy 4o#Ht 
S^ ^LMl¥ AND DOMINION FOR EVER AND ^ER; AifQH^'— 

*' He loved us,** Here is the gtctciott 
spring and fountain of all our hope and ^dT 
lallour joy; the beginning and the ca'owa 4£ 
our blessedness — " the love of God in Gbrini; 
Jesus." That God should have a i^gorditb 
the work of His own hands, is not wpnderiiik 
It is not wonderful that He should talsetdv- 
light in His own image, and look with^coim 
plaoency and favour upcm all holy, goott, JBiid 
righteous beings ; — it is not wonderiiil'tfial 
God should love, for " God is Lote^^'-T^flgli 
that Qod should love iir/^^this iaj«>add;KMUt 
for ever remain, ah ines^plicable : inyaltBji 
And, as it is not in the power of n^nto aobf 
that mybtery, as the reason for this infiniti 
love of God can never be traced by theli>b« 
jeotB oftbdt love^ not ^o«owiii«d fat'byinibat 
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they see and know of themselves ;^let them 
humbly and thankfully turn their thoughts 
from themselves to the contemplation of 
thus love in its manifestation. We read, tb^t 
** God so loved us, that He spared not Hi« 
own Son, but freely gave Him up for us all ;" 
and Christ so loved the church, that He as 
freely gave up Himself — ^to sorrow, to shame; 
to suffering, to death ! The sin of man had 
raised a mighty barrier between his soul and 
his God: light and darkness, holiness and 
sin, are principles which can have no coni!^ 
nfUnion ; and to remove that mighty bar^ 
rier, to atone for the transgression of mani 
aad thus open a way for his return to God; 
to bring him out of darkness into marvellous 
liglkt, and to translate him from a state of 
iiitand condemnation, to one of liberty, bo«- 
lhiefi8> and joy; for this, the Son of God 
came down from heaven to die ; for this, be^ 
cause " He loved us,'* *' He gave Himself.'' 
" He washed us from our sins." Be aston* 
iihed, O heavens! and be filled Niiitk^cyckdAX^ 

\5 
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O earth !— '^ He washed us from our sins in 
His own blood :" thus becoming ** a new 
and living way/* by which we are en- 
couraged to draw near with confidence ; and 
have access, at all times, to the holiest, and 
with boldness, by the faith of Him. And 
all who are thus brought nigh by the blood 
of Christ are privileged to hold communion 
and fellowship with God ; (see 1 John i. 7.) 
and not only so, they are regarded by Him 
with the most compassionate kindness and 
" tender affection." (see Isa. liv. 10.) They 
are also made " kings unto God." Such is 
their exaltation and dignity. And '* priests 
unto God \" such is the high and honourable 
service to which they are anointed and 
consecrated for evermore. For, He who was 
dead, is alive again, the "Living One:'* 
and He has said, " Because I live, ye shall 
live also." He is the "King of Eternity." 
His '* Salvation is for ever, and His righte- 
ousness shall not be abolished." {ha. liv. 6.) 
JIallelujah ! " the LoB.ii God Omnipo- 
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TENxreigneth," " King of kings and Lord 
of lords. Unto Him be glory and dominion 
for ever and ever." Amen, 



Teach me the song that angels sing, 
When they extol their heavenly King ; 
Teach roe the anthem seraphs raise. 
When hymning thine exalted praise. 

Or rather. Lord, thy servant teach 
That song no angel's voice can reach ; 
No seraph can of Jesus say — 
His blood hath wash'd my sins away. 

While angels that in strength excel. 
Upon Thy might and glory dwell. 
My tongue shall sing, my heart shall bless 
Jesus ! my strength and righteousness ! 



220 THOUGHTS FOR THE DAY. 

FIFTH DAY. 

" The Son of God, who loved me, and gave Him- 
*SELF for me.." — GcU, iii. 20. 

As harshness will always be found to repel, 
so the spirit of love and kindness has a na- 
tural tendency to attract, and win the heart. 
And He who formed its every fibre, and 
who knows its every feeling — He, to whose 
gracious and effectual touch, its every chord 
shall be responsive, has chosen to bring back 
his apostate and fallen creature to Himself^ 
by a method which love only could devise, 
love only could execute ; a method whereby 
the once estranged and alienated heart is 
bound to Himself by fetters so strong, that 
the rolling onward of the ages of eternity 
will but render them more powerful, more 
sacred, and more sweet. The Lord Jesus 
Christ, by the sacrifice of Himself, has 
created, as it were, a new principle in God's 
intelligent universe; that of grateful love, 
/or redeeming mercy. TVifc ^ti^Uc legions 
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bow down and worship Him who is glorious 
in holiness^ and in majesty supreme : but 
they know not the feelings that glow in^ the 
bosom of one who has " washed his robes and 
iipi9^tb(em. white in the blood of the Lamb !" 
"irpf bim who can say with the apostle, ** He, 
iQf^e^tiQ^i and gave Himself for me." 
J .,Ther^is> in the exhibition of the graqe ()f 
Cbj[i^t, ^ loveliness, and an attractive powei;, 
Ih^t^jipoves and melts the soul ; transforming 
ijt i,i|(o the likeness and image of Him, froogi 
vf^Qf][^. jits, new, its holy, its eternal life pro,*^ 
ce^4sir ^ power that draws and brings thja 
vj^p^ffi^^d spirit into the closest and mosjt 
ine^abl^ union with its Maker, the Most 
Ijligh God, the Lord of heaven and earth* 
^(p;r, is there any affection so blessed, any 
lqv^,sa fervent^ any union, any communion 
§9 i^issoluble and so perfect, as that which 
9Vi][|sist9 beti^een the Redeemer and the rer 
d^m^4i excepting the upity in the God- 
h^s^, tf^.yfhiQh it is resembled, by our Lortji 
^\m^^{^,^^fihnxy'n. 21,^,^, 23,,§tc.)v .r 4s«i 
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thou. Father, art in me, and I. in TUee>>tIittt 
tbey also may be one in us ; < Chat they ^toay 
be one, even as we are one ^ I im theni/aKl 
thou in me, that they may be made petfeet 
in one ; and that the love wherewJUi* thda 
lovedst me, may be in them, and I in:t]ifim^^^ 
'.^ God is Love: and he that dwelletfaron 
love, dwelleth in God, and God in hiiii.:'*-iip 

O Thou ! once crucified ! — exalted Lord ! " 
Not' angel minds can feel that grateful j^ldw ;"^^' 
Which Thy once so degraded, now restored, ""'^ 
Thy oiice so lost, now ransomed childri^'kikiwi 
Hiey see Thee glorious, and with awe kdbirl^^" ' 
We know Thee gracious, and most IdW Thee 
more. ■ '^'^ 

• • •; ='1'm!i 

1 t r 

' SIXTH DAY. ••■■'■■' "^'^■' 

" The unsearchable riches of Christ,"^jEpA. iii.jB. 

, • • • . -. . •<^••' -UM 

' Read^ ! whosoever thou artv< or * whdtskH- 
ever may ^ be thy circumatan^els, thowliaBt 
brants iriiidi «an be Bvii^\kl!iftd oulf bati of ^Ifis 
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inAsury]; 'and; blessed be God ! thou^ cwatk 
pit^kriow a want, nor experience a privatioci, 
boriwhioh there is not a full^ abundant^ and 
necfcha^stible ptovision^ in the " unsearch- 
M^r libhes of Christ." Here is pardon for 
heigdilty ; righteousness for the sinner ; in- 
irubtion for the ignorant; con^fort foi^ the 
niserable; and rest for the weary and heavy 
aden. " I am poor and needy," said ih^ 
)salmi8t ; '' but the Lord thinketh upoja 
ne/J^ The expression " poor and needy^J* 
Iq^i^ most suitably designate the sts^te 9JI1I 
condition of mankind at large. For all mte 
K|i;t although none may confess, themselves 
.0 be so, — none may, to its full extent^ feel 
;hemselves to be so, but those who have, by 
;he teaching and power of the Holy Spirit, 
3een awakened to a seifse. q( their lost and 
iestitute condition. Every one bom into 
;his world, is, even with regard to the supply 
ifhia/ temporal necessities, a depeatihnt 
Hiedituve;'— dependant, in the fidst/insiance, 
ipoii^the '■ bounty of Him, • whose toioidet \&&\<^ 
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cdeB are over all His works^ and whose op«KM)^ 
hand can alone ^' supply the desire of faivmfi 
living thing;" and in the next plaioei safari 
ordinately, upon the sympathy^ and h^fii 
and service of his fellows. And ii^- withi)9eh} 
gard to his temporal concent* every DauiM9ib^ 
thii^ destitute of any inherent powec of .j^llFi, 
sustenance, or self-preservation; how t^^jiy^ 
how' emphatically, he may be. deemed lifin 
pendant, '^ poor and needy," in rel^oiDl.>tt) 
his spiritual wants ! Where shall he Tlt)Qk) 
for help and for supplies for his immQtt?}' 
scml, multiplied as its necessities, : and ^ll^sIN 
ing as its being? — where, but to .Him,i;^o|?e 
power is almighty, whose resources ar^.di" 
vine, whose compassion, grace and bonnfty,. 
are infinite ? It is not " of . the ■ Lo#J> 'Ofi 
Hosts that the people weary themselYeShMt 
very vanity." " Ho ! ev^ry onethattbirst^ttu 
come ye to the waters." The fountain is.un-i 
sealed; the door is thrown' opeUr; and tl>e 
inritation is gone forth s ^^lo the p^or tbi^ 
gospel is preached*" ^ \ " ^^Whewfore.. ^ ^fr 
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spend your money for that which is not 
breads and your labour for that which satis- 
fieth not?" Come to Jesus^ and receive 
freely out of his fulness^ and ** grace for 
grace." Has sin raised a wall of separation 
between the soul and God ? " To Him give 
all the prophets witness^ that through His 
Name, whosoever believeth in Him shall re- 
ceive remission of sins." (Acts x. 43.) Is it 
declared, '' Except your righteousness ex- 
ceed that of the Scribes and Pharisees, ye 
shall in no case enter into the kingdom of 
Grod?" Come to Jesus, and receive the 
" gift of righteousness ;" and know, it is 
" the righteousness of God." (Rom. v. 17; 
and iii. 22.) Let the depressed in spirit come 
to Jesus, and be enriched with a hope that 
shall never make them ashamed. Let those 
who are warring with sin and evil, apply to 
Jesus, and He will endue them with moral 
strength ; they shall be *' strong in the Lord, 
and in the power of His might." The heart of 
the sinner shall be purified by faith in GbcUt 
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Jesus ; shall be made holy by the indwelling 
of His Spirit ; it shall become a temple^ coa- 
secrated to the glory of God . Let the mourner 
look to Jesus^ and be filled with heavenly 
consolation. Let the orphan come to Christ, 
be folded in a Father's arms, and receive His 
blessing. The destitute may behold in Him, 
the Friend that will never fail them ; never, 
no, never forsake them. Come, then, all ye 
who are desolate and bereaved; yea, let 
every lost child of Adam come, and ex- 
change sorrow for joy ; loss for gain ; penury 
and ruin, for the " unsearchable riches of 
Christ." Commit your souls to Him, and 
receive Him as the portion of your souls ; and 
then " all things are yours ; and ye are 
Christ's, and Christ is God's." 

While many ask, with restless anxious mind, 
'* Where is the good we seek, but cannot find ?" 
O Saviour ! lift upon me from above. 
The glory of Thy countenance in love ! 
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No child of earthy in earth's abundance, knows 
A joy like that, which from Thy presence flows; 
In Thee I take my peaceful, happy rest ; 
Safe in Thy care, and with Thy favour blest. 



SEVENTH DAY. 

" An heir of God." — Gal. iv. 7. 

Such is the nature, and the grandeur, of 
this expression, that, had it not been dictated 
by the Holy Spirit of God, and left on record 
in His Holy word, the mind of man could 
never have assumed to itself so high a privi- 
lege. For, since God is the Lord and Pro- 
prietor of all things, His children, as His 
heirs, must consequently inherit all things. 
And such, in fact, is the inference of the 
apostle Paul. Addressing the church at 
Corinth, he says, " All things are yours :'* 
and again, writing to the Roman converts, 
he argues, " He that spared not His own Son, 
but freely delivered Him up fov ua ^U ^^''^ 
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islndllieisirtjwttk fiim also freely gitfttttto'' 
itkif^ f'f-'^. it phildren^ theBrJbcifcB | nkfiteli^f 
^Ofld^i'ttnd joint^heirs ^itk GUnMlfCfidilbe 
> ^'fiffsthbom among many brethl'eni;f' \of w^|Il 
;it iB' declared that '' the Father loveth^tlfe 

< Sob, and hath given *' all things^ inU> His 
hand ;'' " hath put all things under Hia fe^t ;" 
thctt Son himself affirming the same glodoiis 
'truth, and saying, '' All things ttftAT 

»fTH£ Father hath are MiN£.fV ? . i .^\\ 
i '> Yet, without wresting the wordei^ol Sffnf- 
.turo^ or misapplying the direct ai»l,iUteryJ 
{meaning of the text, these wordSifwiEiYOit- 

< dently allow of a far higher signifioiikioil^^i'^r 
God Himself is the portion and theriuhMt- 

iance of His: people. TheVh^viiM i^wmfkiio 
iJbaTe ;no inheritance in tbevesa!(^I}i:Cr«niM ; 
. noipartor portion with thcfostiiof thfi;{wtple. 
<>fM^'' said the LoftB, 'Mrnhvltliyil^ilild 
• thine mheritaoce.'' And tW^iIiiiyifltAfiMlre 
r typical of the church of €lHri(^t;)<5' thaiobimh 
^of the firat^bqrn ; wboie iiamea ^acaiMHniliiin 
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V ^b M M Ptcf 9f:ft:Ledte,;oibfe sidior mmisllerUiin 
'i%]lM^alititiDgB, that theiptahkiklE ponn»d 
dAatbcftntiiful psalm fp9.xvi«)» hi<wfaid»Ae 
nitt^ft; i^ The Lbrd is the portkm of mitie.dtl- 
o^ritfetnee and of my cup." Well might he 
^dbotMng, " My cup runneth over;" {Ps. xxiii.) 

' '■ &tfelf, it is a grace unspeakably great, 
''tbttt Qod should please to signify; by the lips 
'^'His servant Moses, that His people are 

His portion, and His inheritance (Det^i. sxxti. 
'^i)*p^ but for God to become the portion^ and 
l4tiik^riiance of His people, those whom His 
^htodi^'had created, and made, must* be < -a 
'i^raac^^^ftfinitely greater ! Arise, O my soiA ! 
-kuA^Mtv^ this Tast domain. Look at thine 
otnkoiritattee'aild say, canst thoa^ search it 
t MlMnBi>a(l(iil)ftt^Mt extent ?'-Hyr canst tfadu 
.9fa|leii}alA) its' t^ahi^i? ' Canst ^hou ^-^i pass 
btin'to^>«i^ land, intbe length land ihUhe 
dlbMmdtlithdreof ?"^ Ganst thou penetrate into 
AiO^ :iiiiii6i of 'hidden treasures 1 >-U ti^easures 
f iMUM/ preeiouB^ than ingots of gold, * ^r stones 
^'fM* sparkling brightness ? Hkst tbfiML 4\si^- 
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rered its springs of living water, the upper 
and the nether springs, replete with life and 
blessing ? It is great to have in prospect, 
and assured to thee, a mansion eternal in 
the heavens ! — a city that hath foundations, 
whose builder and maker is God ! — a king- 
dom that cannot be moved! — a crown of 
life ! of righteousness ! of glory ! But, heir 
of God ! — pause over the words, and ponder 
them yet again. " The Lord is my portion.** 
Who is the Lord ? The only wise God ; 
canst thou lack wisdom ? The Almighty ; 
— will He not impart to thee all needful 
strength ? The Lord of heaven and earth ; 
can thy resources fail? The self-existent 
Fountain of Life ; canst thou perish ? Im- 
possible. Arise, therefore ; get thee up, and 
enter into thy rest. Say not, it is a land 
very far off: it is nigh thee; even in thy 
mouth, and in thy heart ; even that word pf 
FAITH, which, laying hold of Christ, makes 
righteousness, salvation, and God himself, 
thine own. 
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Fountain of blessedness ! and can it be ! 
Shall children of the dust inherit Thee ? 
Shall sinners, new created, by Thy grace 
Be raised to glory, and behold Thy face ? 
How shall we praise Thee ? or, what can we 

more 
Then bow in silence, wonder and adore ? 

Adore — yet, not in silence ; we will raise. 
Our feeble tribute of imperfect praise ; 
And lift the heart, and pour the fervent prayer. 
That all who thus Thy richest blessings share. 
May in their spirit and their life proclaim. 
Their Saviour's glory and their Father's !Name 



WEEK XL 

FIRST DAY. 

"The entrance of thy word giveth light; it 
giteth understanding to the simple/' — p«. cxix. 130. 

" My DOCTRINE SHALL DROP AS THE RAIN, MY SPEECH 
SHALL DISTIL AS THE DEW, AS THE SMALL RAIN UPON THE 
TENDER HERB, AND AS THE SHOWERS UPON THE GRASS." — 

Deut, xxxii. 9. 

Fair as the sunny beams of light. 
That cast upon the mountain height 

Their rich and golden ray ; 
Thy truth. Thy glorious truth hath shone. 
To make surpassing wonders known. 

And guide us on our way. 

Gentle, refreshing as the dew, 
TVhich falls in dilence, to renew 

Earth's parched and fading face; 
Thou dost in tenderest love impart. 
To cheer, renew, and bless the heart. 

The Spirit of Thy ^^rauce. 
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O cherish still, direct and bless. 
And keep in paths of righteousness 

The purchase of Thy love ; 
Till raised from this dark vale of death. 
We praise Thee with immortal breath. 

In Thy bright world above. 



SECOND DAY. 



''And the Word was made flesh, and dwbiV 
amono us, full of orace and truth : and we beheld 
His glory, the glory as of the qnly .9E6otteij| of 
THE Father." — John i. 14. 

Great is the glory of the sun, *^ shining in 
his strength :" lovely and pleasant, the quiet 
lustre of the moon, " walking in her bright- 
ness :'' fair and beautiful the sparkling fires 
that glitter through the vault of heaven; 
where stars, " differing in glory," stand up 
at their Maker's bidding, " an innumerable 
host,'* "not one failing to appear.'* Isa. xL26^ 

But, the apostle John had seen a glory 
transcending all created* glory— he had seen 

y.1 
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" the glory of the Everlasting FiLth^r m fJie 
face of Jesns Ghrist.** ' ' 

The Son of God is now pafeSfed iiito ihe 
heavens; yet, by the power of Hift SpiWt, 
He is still present with His people : and 
though He be invisible to the eye of sepse, 
Faith can discern His glory, " the glory, as 
of the only begotten of the Father, full of 
grace and truth." Happy are they on whom 
that glory hath arisen, for it is healing 
(Mai. iv. 2.) gladdening ; (Ps. iv, 6, 7.) 
transforming; (I Cor. iii. 18.) beautifying; 
(John xvii. 24 1 JoAn iii. 2. P«. i^^i. 15.) 
everlasting ; (Isa. Ix. 1 9, 20.) " Truly,^' said 
the wise man," "light is sweet; and a plea- 
sant thing it is for the eyes to bdboldtiie 
sun." (Eeel. xi. 7.) Neveitheless; th^t^isfiH 
terial sun shall be turned into blackneis ;'tbe 
heaven^ and the earth shall {Perish, vttad all 
their glories shall be no more :♦ btit th^eyoo 
whom the glory of Christ hath arisen^thdyl 
into whose hearts that true light hath sfcined, 
-ftbalJ rejoice in its beatos— for ever f ' ■ • ' 
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Shine^forth I bright Sun of Rtghteousnesa I 
Thy healing beams, with joy Xacie.; < 
. . Thy hallowed Glory, hail ^Lnd; hh^s^ ; - ,2 
JF^r mom of endless day to me { 

Shine forth ! my great and glorious liord i 
With sanctifying radiance shine ; 
And let the power of Thy word 
Conform my spirit, Lord, to Thine. 
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THIRD DAY. 

r>,- ; / ' • ? ■...;•.» .'I t 

( f^TnS liORDy HE it is that doth 00 BESOR^THkE^ 
U^ y9lLL BE . WITH THEE ; He WILli NOT FAIL TIIE^^^ 
NEITHER FORSAKE THEE." — Deui. XXXi. 8. 

M^Siooethe Lord of the Old Testami^t^ is 
the Lord also of the New (1 Cor. xii. 5); He 
of whom Moises spake to Joshua,' is equally^ 
01 Christian behefer ! the Guide and Comn 
paoioo,i the Proteotov; and Preserver of ^ thy 
lifei It is no Jaortal mun, no^ created angeW 
who. has^ chaflcge of thee* It i» the^Loaiin 
God; the Adosal JshoviAh.; iti.>i» Jieftf<» 
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himself who hath undertaken this office ; it 
is the Son of the Father's Idve ; He it is who 
" doth go before thee, will be with thee, and 
will never fail thee; never, no, never forsake 
thee. He hath indeed gone before His peo- 
ple in the path of sorrow, humiliation, suf- 
ferings, and death. He hath also, as their 
great forerunner, gone before them, and 
entered into and taken possession of His 
heritage of glory. He, as the great Shep- 
herd of His sheep, led the way in which the 
flock are to follow ; in meekness of wisdom, 
in patience, in holiness, in humility, and iii 
peace, " leaving us an example that we should 
tread in His steps.'' He goes before His 
people with the blessings of His goodness, 
both in providence and grace ; giving them 
all things richly to enjoy, before they have 
learned to cast a thought towards their Be- 
nefactor ; and every desire, and every prayer 
that is breathed heavenwards by them, is 
awakened in their hearts by himself; for 
He ia " the author" as well as the '* finisher 



■ i 
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of faith;" the beginner^ as He is also the 
perfecter of all that concerns His people ; and 
every gift and every grace which they are 
enabled to exercise, is according to the mea- 
sure that Christ hath bestowed, and with 
which He hath enriched them. He will not 
fail them, for out of the munificent treasury 
of His fulness shall they draw day by day, 
strength and grace according to their need ; 
His supplies shall meet their necessities, 
whether they relate to things temporal or 
spiritual ; and these, not only for a season, 
but for ever and ever ; for He hath said, '* I 
will never leave thee nor forsake thee." He 
will be with them in joy and in sorrow, in 
light and in darkness, in life and in death, at 
the bar of God, and through the countless 
ages of eternity ! and, in all seasons, and in 
all circumstances. He will be their refuge 
and strength, their sun and their shield, their 
salvation and their glory. 

Take this thought with thee, O believer ! 
and ponder it well ; for the assurance of tk^ 
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faith ; the brightening of thy hope^ and a 
never-failing incentive to love^ and thankful- 
ness^ and joy. 

Jesus ! assist a trembling heart, 
Hastening from the world to Thee ; 
And give it wings, and strength impart, 
And bid it rise for ever free ; 
And be Thyself the Beacon Light, 
To point the traveller its road. 
Till, merging from the shades of night. 
It gain the heaven of Thine abode ; 
Then fold it. Saviour ! to Thy breast ; 
And bid it there, for ever, rest. 



FOURTH DAY. 



''As FOR ME, I WILL CALL UPON GoD, AND He SHALL 

SAVE ME,"--P«almlv. 15. 

Such is the wise resolution and the assured 

expectation of a believing heart ; it is the 

use of the means in the confidence of faith. 

Are aay disposed to call vl the language of 
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presumption — I will, and He shall? It may 
be replied : There is one unerring test by 
vvhich every principle, every word, and every 
action may be tried and proved — that test is 
the Word of God. Presumption is a ground- 
less persuasion ; it speaks without warrant, 
md acts without authority. Not so, the 
assurance of faith ; this is but the echo of 
God's own voice ; and in support of all it 
affirms, can produce these credentials : '' Thus 
it is written".... God has said, "Call 
upon me in the day of trouble ; I will deliver 
thee, and thou shalt glorify me," " Call 
upon me — and I will deliver thee." These 
are the words of the Lord. " I will call 
upon God, and the Lord shall save me." 
Such is the conclusion of faith. The Lord 
enable His children to live in the habitual 
exercise of this spirit of humble dependance, 
active obedience, and holy rest ; so shall the 
Name of the Lord be glorified; first, by 
that faith which honours His word, and 
realizes the promises of God cotl^^^wjixw^ 
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t^iiags to come a^ tboughtb^yjilir^fai^fga^^ 
fujfilled ; i a^di i^nally^ by that) squg of WflfH^ 
v^blcbisb^l in the issue ariae to E^ijpOj.^Tf^ 
h^arisi /aud who answers prayer, P^. iy..^()^^ 
aud.Ps-L 23. , .. ,;,,,^, 

•■■■■■ I ■' 'l:. 

To Thee, O Thou ! most Holy and most Hi|;ht, 



it-;' 4 



I look by faith, and ** Abba, Father," cry'; 
I plead His Name, who pleads for me above ;"*^ 
J^sus ; whom yet not haying seen, I love. ' ' ' 



• i.i' 



■:•!.» 



Led by thy Spirit, I draw near to Thee; ■, ^ .,.;,; 
Through Christ, my Lord, in whom Thy^^ Js^ 
He b thy frift : and in that dft I trace 
Thine own eternal and abounding grace. , 

■'■' .■U}ii ]tHl 

FIFTH 1>AY; '■' r^^^i >l« 

'' ' • . ' ' .- }t\i m Uith 

'' Afte^ this manner therefore, prax ye :— Oct 

I^ATHER, WHICH ART IN HEAVEN,*' kc-^lftaii, Tl. 9.' * ^ 

Haying the eye of fai^Ji iitei^d^fp^^.I^ 
who isjnvisible, draiy jiear,tio,Qft4iifJ9oViH5 

to mm :^ s«^t^lun6 ^Yi^%;ib^fli<B 



BtiSidtiii t^der i^lationi^hip, fttt H6 ' ii^-tU^^ 
RithW;*-^thy Father, not oriljr^ He fe l^ii- 
Riiher^o^^the spirits of all flesh, ftwr in thii 
Betfte, ^las ! the thousands, and the ten thdu^' 
sands of His children know Him not : ihey^ 
an^ ^^ey alone, can say to Him, "Aljbaj., 
Father," who are born anew of His Spiri^,^ 
and who look up to Him as their Qod and^ 
Father in Christ Jesus ; and it is to thesi^ji 
namely, to His disciples, that Jesus speaks, 
when He says, " After this manner, pray ye/^ 
He stdidresses them collectively; He wotiTa 
teach them, that all are one in Him; that 
they have wants in common, and are to live, 
not unto themselves, and are to pray not for 
themselves, each one singly and alone, they 

are to say, " Our.^'aJth^r/'jip ^^^ simplicity, 
and in thespirit of little children, seeking the 
giiory^of th^r t'ather, which is in heaven^ 
and the establishment of His kingdom upon 
tlile^^arth ; in tb^ spirit also of humble and 
diedly dep^dknbe', asking thd daily and 
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nourish the soul, and of the food that perishes, 
for the perishing tabernacle; conscious of 
the need of pardoning mercy, seeking that 
mercy day by day, and extending it to every 
one from whom an injury has been received ; 
yea, though it may be multiplied to the 
seventy times seven. After this manner, 
pray ye, asking guidance, protection, pre- 
servation, deliverance ; and ascribing to God 
the glory due unto His Name. 

Do any of the children of God need still 
further instruction and more abundant en- 
couragement to this holy and heavenly pri- 
vilege? — Then let them be reminded, that 
being thus warranted to approach their 
Father, who is in heaven, in the spirit of 
adoption, faith, dependance, humility, love, 
and praise ; they are bid to come with bold- 
ness (Heb. iv. 16.); yea, with confidence 
(Eph. iii. 12.) ; with perseverance (Luke 
xviii. 1.) ; to pray without ceasing, and with 
the blessed assurance that whatsoever they 
ask, according to the (jeve'^Xi^^ mil of God, 
it shall be done. — 1 JoKun-'sSn, 
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Christian reader! art thou slow to avail 
thyself of these encouragements and as- 
surances, from a sense of inability to ask 
aright^ either as to petition or expression? 
God has provided for this thy necessity, as 
He has for all the wants of his poor. " The 
Spirit helpeth our infirmities ; for we know 
not what we should pray for as we ought ;'* 
and God has promised to pour out upon his 
people " the Spirit of grace and of suppli- 
cation ;" and Jesus has said, " If ye shall 
ask any thing in my Name, I will do it." 
Ask for that Spirit ; plead that Name. He 
who made the promises, is thy prevailing ad- 
vocate on high ; and he " ever liveth," to make 
intercession for thee, while His Spirit maketh 
intercession in thee. " After this manner, 
therefore, pray ye ;" for "through Him we all 
have access by one Spirit unto the Father." 

Lord ! when I lift my heart to pray. 
Who shall the mystery explain ? 

The things I ask from day to day, 
I have — ^yet ask them ail t^g^vci. 
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I pray for pardon, peace, and light ; 

For righteousness, and strength, and grace, 
To walk as in my Father's sight. 

Cheered with the shining of His face. 

And all are mine ; bestowed by One, 
Whose precious life my pardon bought ; 

His righteousness my soul has on. 
That glorious robe Jehovah wrought. 

Ask I the guidance of His eye ; 

And strength in which my soul may stand ? 
I know that He is ever nigh. 

To hold and lead me with His hand. 

Ask I the blessing of His love. 

That richest gift, the whole to crown ? 

Lord ! in abundance from above. 

That love hath shed its blessings down. 

O may Thy Spirit's grace impart 
The will, the power, to pray indeed. 

And praise Thee, with a grateful hearty 
Possessing all for NvVkkK I ^lead. 
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' SIXTH DAY. < • 

" Thou hast a little strength." — Rev. iii. 8. 

Blessed be God for that little strength. 
Blessed be God for that strength, however 
small in degree, which lays hold of Him who 
is Almighty. " He who turneth the shadow 
of death into the morning/ and maketh the 
day dark with night," Jehovah is His 
Name. He it is who ** strengtheneth the spirit 
against the strong, so that the spoiled shall 
come against the fortress." (Amos v. 8, 9.) 
And, " If Gpd be for us, who can be against 
us V " God hath chosen the weak things 
of the world, to confound those which are 
mighty; and things that are not, to bring 
to nought tho^e that are, that ik) flesh 
should glory iu His presence." Be encour- 
aged, therefore, and fear not, thou, who hast 
but little strength; only look well to its 
source; sBe^and^now from whence it is de- 
rivedo tSSdpitratefrotn me" ^id oii^r blessed 
Lord, "ye c^irfd6.ri©thriig%'';- ^* TKi^ k tk^ 

^1 
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vietory that overeometh the, world; even 
yoar faith." Because, faith laysboldjol 
Him, who is the Fountain of strength to Hfi 
people — of Him, whose strength is pferf^ctcd 
in their weakness ; and, who having oveD^ 
come for them, as their covenant Head and 
surety, will enable them to overcome all thdt 
i£i of^posed to their progress in the diviai 
life; all that is opposed to Him, in^* whose 
service they are called to war a good warfare^ 
Look well, therefore, to thy principles ;-r^look 
to the root and spring of action ;-**-look well^o 
thy faith ; see that it be genuine ; see thai jit 
be not merely a cold assent to tlDe statementa 
of the gospel ; but a lively, active, energetic, 
and operative principle; kindled, and « fed, 
and brought into exercise, by the! reoeption 
and power of the truth as it is in Jesu^ It 
is a living faith in the promise, that mast 
nerve thy soul with living power. It had 
ever been by faith, that the people i6f God, 
out of weakness have been made stroiig (see 
Heb, xL) " Wait upou Je^hovah, and be 
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of good eourage, and He shall give strength 
to thine; heart ;*~wait thou upon Jehovah." 
Thi apostle Paul prays for the Ephesikn con-«' 
terts^i th^t it may be given them to ''kQOW 
the exceeding greatness of the power of Ood 
touswaitl who believe/' &c. ; that the same 
Omnipotent and Holy Spirit which raised 
Jesusv our Lord, from the dead, might dwelL 
in tbem, and fill their souls with ' life andU 
po<wer« (Epk. i. 19, See. ; see, also Eph* iu« 
l&;;«nd Rom. i. 4.) That Spirit is thd 
Spirit of truth, and truth is power; that 
Spirit is the Spirit of holiness, and holiness 
is* power. That Spirit is the Spirit of all 
grace; and grace, will persevere, overcome, 
tricnmph, and reign everlastingly, to the glory 
of the God of all grace, through Christ Jesus* 
The Lord be praised for the least portion of 
that strength^ which is the strength of God; 
foB against this^ no one shall prevail.; ''.Not 
b^ mighty inoc by power, but by my Spirit, 
sakh Ihe Lord oC Hosts/' 



/1 1 - ' ' ■ 



_>. n . . » . . .t I '., n, ■! I ! '« I ' / 



.,„.,;j:piicfc m^ with thy SpirH!(i;Vigbtj;io // uM 
, ^due me with Thy Spirit's mighjii ;,^/ }, „ 
O ! be the life that lives in me, „ , ,, 
The Spirit, that proceeds from Theje i^ | ^ 

/' , ', . • . '! M !■»" 

-5; .:• • •■ :J::h':«l 

SEVENTH DAY. 

.■•:■• . • ■:! Ill 

.1 <^ThAT WHIOH we have seen and MEAftI>, DBOLAlltitfe 
fl^TO YOU, THAT YE ALSO MAY HAVE FELLOWSHIP W|||l 
US : AND TRULY OUR FELLOWSHIP IS WITH THE FATHER, 

AND WITH His Son Jesus Christ." — 1 John i. 3, 

We read also (2 Cor. xiii. 14.) of the CQV^ 
munioQ of the Holy Ghost, la thesQ, paik- 
usages from the Sacred Writings, and Qiapy 
others of a similar nature, our attentipQ ^ 
directed to some deeply important and bigUy 
interesting truths. The first ta he.no^iiQ^ 
is, the plurality in the Divine Unityj ,fi4^ 
trine, which is here dearly apd .plf^i^ly)^ 
aert^d ; an4 i$; indoed a truth, th^iOf^rt^inligr 
of which, breaking like a .suRb<QaaQL|upw4|)6 
mm^ qf,0y^f;y sift^ex^^^,%(^T>f\«^Af^*urtftipt»pf 
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the Word of God, will still continue to shine, 
and with increasing light, till it will become 
interwoven with his experience, conveying 
to his heart with renewed power and con- 
viction, even to demonstration, the know- 
ledge and enjoyment of its reality and its 
blessedness. 

In the next place, our souls must assuredly 
be filled with wonder and adoring love, when 
we are thus experimentally taught, and are 
led to contemplate, the marvellous conde- 
scension of Almighty God. That He, whose 
throne is in the heavens, should thus stoop 
down, with an eye of favour, to look upon 
the creatures of His hands, the fallen race of 
Adam ; not only deigning to lift them from 
the dust, but also placing them in His house- 
hold, bestowing upon them the adoption of 
children, and even raising them into a state 
of communion and fellowship with Himself! 
Well may we take up the language of the 
apostle John, whp, in the same epistle, after 
he had taken a review of the metc.\&A.\5iccAw- 
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ness of the Most High ia the dispensation of 
His grace to man, exclaims, ** Behold ! what 
manner of love the Father hath bestowed 
upon us, that we should be called the sons of 
God!" &c. 

Again, we are further taught, that in the 
exercise of this high and holy privilege when 
we bow the knee before God, and have com- 
munion with the Father, the Son, and the 
Spirit, unitedly, as One Jehovah; it is 
also given us to hold distinct communion 
and fellowship with each ; according to the 
different offices and relations they have un- 
dertaken to fulfil, and are pleased to sustain 
toward believers, in the economy of the co- 
venant of grace. 

The subject is indeed a great mystery; 
but, happy are those humble souls, who, in 
a simple dependance upon the promises of 
God, in Christ, pray for the anointing of the 
Holy Spirit ; and search the Scriptures dili* 
geniXy, that they may be enabled to compre* 
hend it. God ha& sa\d l\v%\. \kv«^ yiho mA 



WEEK XI.; SEVENTH DAY. 251 

Him with their whole heart, shall find Him : 
aad from Himself alone, can the mystery 
*' unto all riches of the full assurance of un« 
derstanding>" be learned. It is not a system, 
to be defii^ed by words, arranged in order, 
and learned by rote — it is not a theory, to 
be gathered or unfolded by the deductions 
of natural reason — it is not so many positions 
to be taken from the Scriptures, and repeated 
in the form of a creed, however correctly they 
may be stated : — it is that union with God ; 
that acquaintance with God, that mutual in- 
dwelling of God with the soul, and the soul 
with God, which constitutes its present and 
everlasting life, happiness, salvation and 
glory. 

Christian reader ! has God begun to un- 
fold this mystery to thee ? Rejoice, and be 
thankful ; and give to Him the praise. And 
let this thought remain with thee — in all 
thine approaches to God, in every act of 
spiritual worship, it is thine to have fellow- 
ship with each Holy One in \3a.^Cii^'^%sA 
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Ineffable Name : for it is " through Christ, 
and by the Spirit, we have access to the 
Father." And this holds equally true with 
regard to every spiritual blessing that de- 
scends from heaven upon the soul. The an- 
gels of 06d aseiend, and also des<;eiid> upon 
Him who calls Himself the Son of Man : ai 
these things are revealed, and made maqiref 
to us by the Spirit. — Gal. iii. 14. ; Eph,L 3. ; 
1 Cor. ii. 12. ; Acts ii. 33. ., 

My gracious Father, God, and Fneiidi ' ' "^ 
From Thee all blessings flo# ; ' '^*' '^ 

And they who on Thy Word depend. 

Shall heavehiy biasings kiioV.^"^'^ •*^*"''^' 

The Saviour fuooiised optta^lofMr^ ^ui^ii T 
The peopte.af Bi$>«we^,,nftf *uu ton -i&t'i^ 

And they wbope b^ai{tfk.tt^9«^0)Mfi«Hii]Mii ,^4 
Will find the VHlK:^»^^lk^^^|,tu HuiiK 

And where the Saviour b revealed. 

And G6d the Mhdr'idWt / '"'^" **^"^*^*^ 

The Hol^ (^H'dJi* 'iH4f soiii kih^K^iiyiii^^ 
T/ie work is His a\o^: V vvU oUU^- 



' i : ' • • ' i I . kH: 



, , , WEEK XII,, ,, 

I * J ! I . ' ■ ' ..11./ .j'j 

FIRST DAY. 



, " I» IS. I ! B£ NOT AFRAID !"— ilfo^f. Xlt. 27... 



'I '\ 



Wake ! sleeping Christian ! watch and pray ; 
Awake ! but turn thine eyes away 

From all this troubled scene ! 
One only object keep in sight, 
The cloud by day — the fire by night, ^ 

With heart and eye serene. 

Though darkening shadows clothe the ^j, 
And tempest lift the surges high ; 

Though deep to deep should call ; ' ' 
Fear not the billows^ wildest dhock ; ' 

For iieitlMil^*te^;iiioriMindv nor ro^k, 

Shall injure l&^ at an.^ •' - ^^ 

Though nature wear her riidfst form, , , 
An^ all Qifoi^n^ be wrapped in storm^ . ^ 
Still let thy spirit rest ; . , 

2. 
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No mountain wave shall overwhelm 
The bark, with Jesus at the helm. 
With His High Presence blest. 

Lo ! in the darkness of the night. 
The Lord, thy Glory and thy Light, 

Will in, and on thee shine ; 
Nor earth, nor hell, shall make afraid 
Tke soul upon Jehovah staid, 

But peace. His peace, be thine. 

Strength of thine Israel ! thou art near ; 
And shall Thy people yield to fear ? 

Or doubt their Pilot's skill ? 
Thou wilt not for a moment sleep, 
Nor fail thine heaven-bound charge to keep. 

From every real ill. 

Happy ! thrice happy. Lord, are they. 
Who, called by Thee to watch and pray. 

Are in Thy service found ; 
Who in Thy faithfulness confide. 
In thine unchanging love abide, 

Though lill be sttaa^<& ^touud. 
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The pageant of this world is strange ; 
Its dreams, its fleeting visions, change : 

But, faithful is the Word 
Of One, in every change the same : 
Christian ! — I need not tell His Name, 
If thou hast known the Lord ! 



SECOND DAY. 



" And they that know Thy Name will put their 
TRUST IN Thee ; for Thou, Lord, hast not forsakek^ 
THEM that seek Thee." — Psoim ix. 10. 



" To know Thee, the only true God, and 
Jesus Christ, whom Thou hast sent ; this>'' 
said our blessed Lord, '^ this is life eternal." 
And this knowledge is the basis of fiducial 
trust. Reader ! in what art thou confiding ? 
— on whom art thou trusting ? — and whither 
art thou directing thy search after happiness 
and glory, life and salvation, foi* time, and 
for eternity ? There is One Friend, and only 
One, who can address thee, saYin^ wvtlv vol- 
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telligence, with truth, and assuredly, with 
power to fulfil the promise ; " I will never 
fail thee, nor forsake thee" — One Friend, and 
only One, who is the same " yesterday, to- 
day, and for ever." The same in the pur- 
pose of His grace — the same in His fidelity 
with regard to its fulfilment ; and this is the 
" only true God ;" revealed and made mani- 
fest in the "Son of His love;'* "Jesus 
Christ, whom he hath sent." 

When the prophet Agur enquired, " Who 
hath ascended up into heaven, or descended ? 
who hath gathered the winds in His fist ? — 
who hath bound the waters in a garment? — 
who hath established all the ends of the 
earth ? — what is His Name, and what is His 
Son 's Name, if thou canst tell?" (Prav. xxx. 
4.) he had previously acknowledged himself 
(without this knowledge) to be destitote of 
wisdom, and not to have '' the understand- 
ing of a man.'^ Therefore, let no one sayi 
" Such knowledge is too wonderful for me ; 
Jt is high, and I cannot «A.Va\x\ Ui it/' It is 



l^riitet^ f' Let the heart' of th^farcjoA^ntii^i 
9c»kM the Lord, for every pn^itbut ,$eelM&tfe| 
ftftdeth/' ^ Sedc the lord andflwiStr^ftgtbj 
s^k\His face evermore/^ .Thus ^{^nU ^ik^ 
klH>]V»nif yifG follow on to kQOi^.>th^.jliO^^ 
^ Mming forth," His appearipgi '1 jys j^^ 
p9(oed asf the morning/' II0 ;h9tth^ y ^4, 
"1 Sc^ch tl^e Scriptures ; for tb?y,.aifey)li\^^y 
wiwh testify of me*" Aq4 ^^l^ipg ) bf^d j ;jtq 
that sure word of pFophecy» as ,iir^, a,J^|it» 
sbiamg in a dark place, the day-r-dnit^ ff/ea- 
sdMlde and appointed tim^-rithendajr dyiU 
dawn> and the Day Star wiJlarise^in.f^e 

heartH-)^!' ■ -i.' ,ii,:it r.<f.>. 

v»<£treat is the raicouragemept bel4<put,)tp 
th0 i poorest, weakest«/mo&jt hup^hle seeker 
aadibllower of God- " Tboui, Loc4i bas^nat 
ft)csak^n>them that > seek The€|/'; M(^ Player 
has lomaken them — He, wv/5c wilJi* r t?Ib^ 1^- 
ped^tetioo he bath raised, sh^ ^ );)fQ re^i^e4* 
The desire He hath ^.wakened i^ t^e b^aj,ts 
ilhali be)fial£Ued^, The.feeUe^t^ij^t^?^ jjbi.es 
heaMenwaud \s,tk^ breath -. of fHg^pw*^^eii;it„ 
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aad the heart from whence it proceeds^ shall 
never by Him be forsaken. >- :•• 

, Bui it may be, O reader ! that thou canst 
reply, with joy and gladness, " I know- ki 
whom I. have believed;" it may )»£t/)tbat 
thou hast long known that great Aogel' of 
the covenant, of whom God spake to Mose^ 
laying, •' My Name is in Him;*' it may 
b^i thou bast long enjoyed " fellowship mA 
the Father, and with His Son Jesus Christy 
^ur Lord." O! happy they,' who, having 
access by faith unto this grace, do thei^ 
abide. Happy they, who knowing Ood, ** the 
only true God, and Jesus Christ, whosk He 
Imtb sent," have in this knowledge fouiid 
rest to their souls/' and 6atisfaction-*'^ati»- 
faction, not with the degree of their 'kdbw- 
ledge, but, with its nature. For theniofdthe 
soul knows of God, the more wiU it Ibe qiiali*- 
fied to know : for if it be true, generally^^at 
" every acquisition of knowledge i^ hot^mhf 
a possession, but also a capacity^" (the xem^A 
will hold good, espec'vaW^ vu relation to the 
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knd wladge of God . And thet-d is Hh^ > {^ro*- 
mise^ that "to them who have^'iuoi^'shall 
be >gtveni'' The Lord Jesus hath iticleed a 
Sf AMB that no man knoweth but^Himfiielf; 
ocntiBequently^^ no man can rereal Him to^ his 
nei^bour, saying, " Know the Lord ;^^ yet, 
ti^' promise runs, '' They shall all know me, 
fiom the least to the greatest/' (Heb. viii^ 1 1 .) 
iAiul the Father reveals the Son, and the Son 
ji&Teals the Father ; and the Spirit seardheflh 
all things, yea, eren the depths of the Divine 
•Mind : and what " eye hath not fseen, nor 
eir heard, and what hath not eotdred into 
the lieart of man," it is the graciotii& office of 
that blessed and holy Paraclete, to make 
known in answer to prayer. < 

Reader! bow thy knee with the apostle, 
atd let bis prayer be thine (E^h. iv 17,^&e. ; 
and^ii^ 11, &e.)^ and, in due season^ thou 
Bhdt^nite ia cboraa^ not only with Hisf song 
Jiere > (2 Tim» u \2.), but' ad^^ bercafter^ — 
•fievv'xivi-l, 2,i3*.- ■ •;'•,'.-' >■» ■ 



There is an ear ! that listenii 
Ere we for mercy plead ; 

There is a grace ! which far \ 
Our utmost sense of need. 

There is a Friend ! whose go< 
Eternal as His throne ; 

O I happy is the heart that k 
And calls that Friend its o 



THIRD DAY. 

'* All my springs are in thee/'- 
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ascending degrees^ is derived from God. Tlie 
unconscious^ vegetative existence of the 
shrubs the life of sensation^ the active 
freedom of voluntary motion, the instinctive 
wisdom of myriads of busy and active crea- 
tures, in all their multiplied varieties and 
grades ; the life of reason and intelligence ; 
the life of faith, spirituality, and holiness; 
the might of the cherubim, and the glowing 
fire of the seraph; the life of the blessed, 
above, the glorified saints in heaven, — are 
all derived from, and are also sustained by, 
the omnipresent, omniscient, omnipotent Je- 
hovah; who was, and is, and is to come \*' 
the one true and living God ; who, revealing 
Himself to Moses, said, " I am that I am ;" 
or rather, as it might be more literally ren- 
dered, " I WILL BE THAT I WILL BE." 

God is the Fountain Spring, not only of 
life in its common acceptation, but also of 
happiness or blessedness ; that which in the 
Scriptures is emphatically called life, and 
** life eternal.'' (1 John v. 11, 12; and Join x.. 
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10. 28.) God is the " Blessed God," and 
He is blest in blessing. Truth and goodness, 
order and harmony, excellence and beauty, 
— every thing that is fair in the creature, 
every tiring that is lovely in the universe,— 
all that delights the eye, or charms the ear, 
has proceeded forth, and come from God. 
From Him the star derives its brightness, 
the air its freshness, the earth her fertility. 
He is the Living Fountain of all wisdom; 
the source and spring of every holy and pure 
affection. 

God is good : not only good in Himself, 
He is also good to me. He is the overflow-* 
ing Fountain of life and blessing : for that 
Fountain is unsealed to me, is opened to me, 
is assured to me, as my inexhaustible and 
eternal possession, in Christ Jfistrs* H^ 
who says, ''If any man thirst, let Him come 
unto ME and drink.'' '' Ho! every one thtit 
thirsteth, come ye to the waters," 8cc. Is 
any one excluded ? Are any shut out, or pre- 
veated from partakingl Yq&'> all who 'ex- 
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civide themselves; all who turn away, and 
will not come to Jesus, that they may have 
life, ** The Spirit and the Bride say, ' Come ;' 
and let him that heareth, say ' Come ;' and 
let him that is athirst come ; and whosoever 
will, let him come and take of the water of 
likfreely,'^ 

Draw near then, all ye, who are athirst 
for God — for the living God. And, what- 
ever be your need, whatever be your desire;, 
He bids you " ask and receive." He is the 
" Author and Perfecter of faith ;'* He is the 
liOrd and Giver of life;" " in Him are all the 
treasures of wisdom and of knowledge ; He 
hath the residue of the Spirit;" and re- 
ceiving of " His fulness, we receive grace for 
grace: ;" or, as it is rendered by some, " grace 
for His grace" — grace answering, or corre- 
sponding to that which dwells in Him. 
Drink ye therefore of this opened fountain ; 
drink freely, yea, abundantly; for " he 
giveth liberally, and upbraideth not." Driuk 
of Him, holiness and peace ; of Him, re- 
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fl^eshing and heainenly consolation ; of Him, 
life find joy— yea^ life eternal^ ^nd i^y^flast- 
ing joy. '' This spake He of theSpiain; 
whiqbt they who believe on Him nbl'plclire- 
ceiy,?/', '*9, well of water springing up, ,i^f|p 
9|ir,erlai|(4Dg life." (John vii. 29* ; aa^ jiy. 1;^^) 
ftjlply Saviour ! all my springs are in.Tb^^ 

^Sprbhgiip; O well f life, overflowing, fif^, "" 
Amd^rick With blessing, rise abundantly !' ' ' 
Spring up^ O well! and let thy flowing tidi^, 
B^r thy reffeahiog waters far and widQ^ ... 
Shout ye^ for joy ! and hail the w^lconie ffffh^^. 
^^ing ye, with praise ! your hearts and yf]ice« lift! 
1?hus sang the people, thus the princes sang,* 
When in the arid wild the fountain sprang. 

Lord ! in the type, our humble spirits t^:^!^^^^ 
Thy far more dorious, more abounding grace ; 
The eleansmg water, the atonmg blooa, 
th« sahtftifVih'g/jtfiafyiil^'flli6tf; '^"»*'*'"^"' ^' 
^hat ^t^ettm of life, riBfi^tinvnit wtkef^, i 
i/Wbicfe £roBi Tby pteMediaMe^ Lord JwM MMi, 
rQ^fibm^^ <Hiir joysp. oor eodl&mJiilt0m§H 9ff^, 
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i. FOURTH DAY. ^ 

•^ O God ! Thou art my God, early will I seek 
Tim/'*-Pidiii Ixiii. 1. 

O Thou ! all great, all good, all glorious, 
eternal, infinite, supreme, almighty God ! — 
the source and sustainer of all life; the 
Creator and Lord of all that is ; Thee do I 
worship ; Thee do I praise and magnify. I 
would give unto Thee the glory of Thy Name. 

God ! — ^but Thou art also my God, mer- 
ciful and gracious; and wonderful is Thy 
permission that I should call Thee so — won- 
derful the revelation of that grace, by which 

1 am warranted to appropriate to myself so 
surpassing and so blessed a portion. Be- 
hold ! the High and Holy One, inhabiting 
eternity, stoops down to enter into covenaat 
relationship with the work of His own hands. 
'' I will be a Qod to thee« and to thy seed 
aftirthee/' *''I will bless tbee, and thou 
ihalt be a blessing/' Such was the promise 
of God to Abraham ; and such is tiis moikt 
gracious promise to all who ace i^^\l»jLft.\% ^^ 
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the faith of Abraham : and " if ye be Christ's, 
then are ye Abraham's seed, and heirs ac- 
cording to promise ;" for " all the promises of 
God are yea and amen in Him." Well, 
therefore, may thy heart, O Christian ! spring 
up to Him in ivhom thou art blessed for 
ever. The grace so freely, so abundantly, 
flowing from God, may well draw the heart 
to God : it is, and must ever be the legiti- 
mate and certain eflfect of a spiritual appre- 
hension of the truth and love of God. " We 
love Him, because he first loved us." And 
by his grace our hearts shall be evermore 
ascending; the language of the psalmist 
shall be again and again upon our lips, '' 
God ! Thou, even Thou, the Father, the 
Son, and the Holy Ghost, Jehovah in 
covenant, art our God; early will we seek 
Thee, and for ever will we praise Thee. Be 
Thou, *' our God for ever and ever ; our 
guide even unto death ;" in death, our life ; 
and to all eternity our portion, and our ** ex- 
ceeding gresit reward." 
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Fair is the face of nature ! — ^wondrous fiair ! 
The frame of this vast universe ! — the sky. 
The sea, and all, that my delighted eye 
Pursues unwearied ; — turning here and there 
In search of objects, beautiful or rare ; 
Yet, nought of rare or beautiful, on high. 
Beneath, around me, can my soul descry, 
That with the active spirit may compare. 
Thus traversing creation ; and thus taught, 
How vainly, in terrestrial things, is sought. 
That which must satisfy the soul's desires ; — 
Superior to herself that good must be : — 
Therefore, expanding, rising, she aspires. 
And through things vbible, her faith lays hold 
O God ! on Thee! 



FIFTH DAY. 



** Open Thou mine eybs, that I may behold won- 
drous THINGS OUT OF Thy LAW." — Psalm cxix. 18. , 

Who can walk forth in the midst of 
creation; who can raise their eyes to the 
heavens, or turn them again to the Oiajcth^ 
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who can look around upon the univecsal 
frame of nature^ or fix the attention on mj 
portion of the works of God, without behold" 
ing wondrous things? The human fram^^ 
for instance, in its symmetry and beauty ; w 
the organ of sight in particular; let this be 
considered with its power of vision : let the 
eye be contemplated, that most complex and 
yet minute mirror, receiving within its little 
circle the magnitude of the visible universe! 
and say, is it not wondrous in its mechanism, 
and its operation ? — then, behold the element 
of light, diffusing itself above, around, witbin ; 
making manifest the form, the arrangement, 
and giving colour and distinctness to objects 
far and near ; and without which all objects, 
far or near, would be but as a dark dead 
blank : — who can meditate on these things, 
and not feel impressed with wonder ? 

There are, however, wonders far surpassing 

these — wonders exceeding all the varied 

modifications of matter ; wonders of intellect, 

auction, and feeling — vioTid^t^ velating to 
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^Itd'^oul, and mind, and spirit-*:^x)ndQrs 
i/^ich have brought down God to m«mir(;^l^t 
mim'ttdght be raised up to God. And.th€|9f3 
$1^' recorded in God's Holy Law: not^Jp^- 
<ieed« that the unassisted eye of re^^oA, ^r^ 
e^r comprehend them. " The natpral vf;^ 
receiveth not the things of the Spirit of Gq^; 
'Either can he know them/' they must ^be 
d^nritually discerned. (1 Cor. ii. 14.) Sc^ 
then, O my soul ! for the Light of the Spirit, 
the Spirit of God and of Christ. Apd may 
He, who can alone give sight to the blind, 
open thine eyes to see His Light; give tb^e 
to walk therein ; and to rejoice for ever in 
the wonders it unfolds. 

O ! who can give the blind their sight ? 

And make the simple wise ? 

- And pour a flood of holy light. 

On nature's darkened eyes ? .. 

''('.•' " . ■ • -I 

Shine forth, Lord Jesus ! from on high, 

Arii make Thy glory known ; 

' - ' * The vision , light, and seeing eye, » ; , , 

\^ ::utA^ all 'from Thee aloii€^4 > ,,/, .au 
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SIXTH DAY. 

'■ " AwD TH£V CHOS£ STEPHEN, A MAW POLL brFA^H^KV 

or THE Holt Ghost— fjlci< vi. b.) ; full of TH&iHoiv^ 
Ghost avd wisdom— full of faith anj> powERr'V>-/$fj^, 
laeraei 3 and 8. 

«.' The Spirit, is the Spirit of wisdom,' of 
fttith, and of power. Yet, a distinction iiiust 
he^ made between wisdom, faith, and powerv 
add the Spirit — ^between the grace He calls 
into exercise, and Himself. Faith is said to 
come by hearing. Faith is also a iruit of 
the Spirit; yet we are said to receive the 
Spirit by the hearing of faith. There is 
therefore a distinction ; and these seyera) 
statisments, though they may appear jtO' in- 
volve a difficulty, are not contradictory: 
What sight is to the natural eye, that faith 
is to the soul : but to '■' cotistitute a perfect 
vision, there roust be tiot only the'eyts^ and 
the object, but also the light that makes it 
manifest. " The light of the body,-' said 
J^b^, *• is the eye;'' that is toiBaiy,>it is 
the medium through which U^ht is admitted. 
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*' The Spirit is light." " No man can say 
that Jesus is the Lord^ but by the Holy 
Ghost." Christ is the object presented to 
the eye of the mind, in the Word : faith is* 
the perception of that object; it is spiritual 
vision. But without light, there can be ^no 
vimon ; it is the light that makeis the object) 
mamfest- " The Spirit is light*" (1 Cor. ii.l4-)» 
Faith is. the action by which the hand jOf \)m 
soul lays hold of Christ; but wkbout the 
(Spirit, the arm and the band will be motioiH 
^le38. The Spirit is life ; the Spirit is power)} 
yet this life, and this power, are received liy 
faitb. See JoAw yi. 63. ; and ilfarA::iti/64)fM 
.{Stephen was full of faith andof the Holif 
G^hiQ^t; he bad faith wrought in him byijbe 
Spmt ; and then, in the exercise of that fait1l< 
be.had receiyad th^ Holy Ghost. ,- Hence he 
was full of power, full of wisdom^> a& well as 

fullof faith-nfuU of the.Holy-Gt^t i >^fes8«tt 
fulness ! the fulness of God !.> /' No manio^n 
say that Jesus is the Lord, but- by the JQolj^ 
QJboBt;" that is with a full, penfect^ ,Ov«ii-f 
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powering apprehension of His glory ; such a 
perception of that glory &s shall bear the soul 
above the influence of the objects of sense itad 
of this evil world, and raise it in desire a!iid'^ 
afiection to Him who is at the right-hand of 
Ood. No miraculous appearance is needed4o 
pijoduce this. Stephen had it before the hoiiu- 
of His martyrdom ; and so will all have it, , 
who, like Stephen, are full of faith and. of the 
Holy Ghost : for it is the office of that Spirit 
to. reveal Christ. (John xvi. 13, 14.) And 
where that Spirit dwells, as the Spirit of ' 
wisdom, enlightening the eyes of the under^ • 
standing, there will He be revealed in. His ^^ 
glory, who appeared to Stephen, and who: ' 
deigns to call the heart of every humUe b^ ' 
liever. His temple. His home, and His rest* ' • 






In Thy Spirit's Holy Light 
May mine eyes Thy glory see ; 
■ In the power of His might. 
May that Spirit rest on me ; 
On m^ heart Thine image trace ; - ' ' 
liaif^^oe to behold Ttk^ fttoe.. ^ ' , t ta ** 
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SEVENTH DAY. 

,*♦ Would God that all the Lord's i*eople were 
Prophets, and that the Lord would put His Spirit 
UPON THEM." — Num, xi. 29. 

All the Lord's people are not called to be 
prophets ; but all are called, in their day and 
generation, to bear their humble testimony 
to the truth as it is in Jesus. Every one has 
the high honour of being called to be a 
witness for Christ. And canst not thou, O 
Christian, bear thy witness to His glory and 
His all-sufficiency? Canst not thou with 
His servant Israel speak of Him who has fed 
thee all thy life long unto this day? — the 
Angel who has redeemed thee from all evil ? 
(Gew. xlviii. 16, 16.) — or, with Moses, ex- 
claim, *' He is the Rock ; His work is perfect." 
(Deut. xxxii. 4.) — or, with David, say, '* The 
Lord liveth, who hath redeemed me from all 
adversity;" — or, with the beloved disciple, 
'' This is the true God, and eternal life V* 

O may that anointing, which is truth and 
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no lie, "be poured out more richly and more 
abundantly on all the Lord's people !" 
may that Spirit, who is the Spirit of ^1 
grace, faith, love, holiness, and peace, the 
Spirit of glory and of God, be shed forth in 
the fullest measure on all who name the 
Name of Jesus! May He rest — may He 
remain — may He abide — upon every one of 
the meipbers of the mystical body of C h r ist, 
as He did upon their Lord and Head ; so 
that, as He was by this made manifest to 
John Baptist (see John i. 32, 33, 34.), they 
also may, in the eyes of the world, by their 
life and walk, their spirit and demeanour, be 
recognized and acknowledged as the '' Sons 
of God." Thus, O reader ! thus, O my soul ! 
be it thy honour, thy aim, thy privilege, thy 
joy, to bear witness to Christ Jesus thy Lord. 

O that my every breath, my every thought. 
Word, work, and action, could its anthem raise; 
O that myself to Thy resemblance wrought. 
Were thus Thy living moiiuxii<e)\i\.Q^^tfiLiae. 
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But, O my Saviour, thou alone canst give 
The grace, the power, thus to will and do ; 
Let Thine own Spirit, in my spirit live. 
Thus will I live Thy praise, and sing it too. 



' "t 
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WEEK XIII. 

' FIRST DAY. "'* 

''That ye be not slothful, but followers of 

THEM WHO fTH ROUGH FAITH AND PATH^NCTB INHl^Rfr THE 

premises/' • ■ '^.v \v\) 

>< $*jO|l Y|S HAVE NEED OF PATIENCE, THAT APTEB. VE ||4f l( 

DONE THE WILL OF GOD YE MIGHT RECEIVE THE PRPM^e/' 

Heh, vi. 12. and x. 36. 

} While faith directs her eagle gaze, ,; ) 

To glpry's bright meridian blaze ; .| . 

And hope, o'er time and dbtance flies^ 
To take possession of the skies ; ' 

Patience, a grace of lowlier name. 
As high, as holy in her aim, /. V . i • » 

Although like Uiem of heavenly birth, * " * * ' '^ 
Is humUy traversing the «arth ; i ., ^^ ) . • . i tv/ 
With feet unwearied she propeecla^ ^ t ; J v > 11 

, Where'er the path of dufy le^: ^ ,^ ..,, ^,j 
With hands untired she Idboura still, , , 
Her Master s pleasure to fulfil ; , 

Arid led by love , her cross' to 'talce, 
■ And btoarit, for htt^ Sdiidii'Prf^IiiJ'*^"* ''"^^ 

^ %}ki d'oe«iiolttflk toMy U'd^wh,.'^'^*^^ ^'^ ^*^^'^ 
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} tSEOOND D^Yv ' 
"Great peace have they that xove Thy law, and 

NOTHING SHALL OFFEND THEM." — P<. Cxix. 169. 

" Tbey shall have no stumbling-blockt'! 
(margin) Nothing shall so obstruct theie 
path, or prove a hindrance to their cothrse, 
as to turn them aside; nothing shall causd 
ttiem to swerve from their allegiance to God. 
"The righteous shall hold on his wkjf* ^nd 
"Blessed is he/' said our Holy Saviblir, 
" who is not offended in me." 

When Jesus was unfolding to the people 
of the Jews the nature and spirituality of )Iis 
kingdom and doctrine, many of His auditors 
were offended^ ' and stumbled at His Ivotd . 
He who spake it, bedatne to thetn, accifrcffag 
to the Scripture flii. viii\14), "a Stob'^of 
stumbliner/ aiid a lElbck 6t oSence.*^, , Jesus, 
who knew the^r j^earts, apd all ihp p^ot)ves 
and feelingsji.by TKbicjbi' tl^ey. were.q^tio^ledy 
said to them, " Doib this offend yoa<?f< Wi^at 
and if yeisball^itoe'ibo Soh^of tbnh aMeMd'\iQ 
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where He was before ? — ^ye, who are looking 
for the outward shew of an earthly dominion, 
and the splendour of a sovereign, whos^ 
kingly glories are wholly of this world ; whitt 
and if all your expectations should come to 
nought, and your cherished hopes should 
vanish, and that Messiah, whom you are 
seeking only for the things that perish in tb^ 
using, shall become invisible, save to the eye 
of faith ?" '* It is the Spirit that quickeneth, 
the flesh profiteth nothing : the words that 
I speak unto you, are Spirit and Lifb." 
But, *' the natural man receiveth not the 
things of the Spirit of God ; they are foolish- 
ness to him ; neither can he perceive them, 
because they are spiritually discerned;" 
they were offended ; they said, ** It is a 
hard saying ; Who can hear it ?" (Who can 
give ear to it?) They went back, turned 
away, '' and walked no more with Him." 
Nevertheless, there were some there who had 
ears to ear, and faith to lay hold of, the 
word» of eternal truth, aivd ^Vim^ of Him yfho 
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spake them ; — *' The men of Judah clave 
unto their King/' His true disciples knew 
His voice; they loved the Lawgiver, and 
therefore they loved His law. His law was 
the law of truth, and it was written upon 
their heart. His law was the law of love^ 
and they had drank into its spirit And to 
His enquiry, " Will ye also go away?" they 
could unhesitatingly reply by another, ** Lord I 
to whom shall we go ? Thou hast the words 
of eternal life." They had received of those 
words, and found them to be '^life and peace ;'? 
as it is written, '* All thy children shall be 
taught of the Lord ; and great shall be the 
peace of thy children." (/sa. liv. 13.) "To be 
spiritually-minded is life and peace." {Rom* 
viii. 6.) And great is that peace : it is the 
" peace of God ; a peace that passeth all un-» 
derstanding :" and they who have tasted of 
its sweetness, wiU never be disposed to turn 
away from the blessed Fountain. The Lord 
will speak peace to His people, and to His 
saints ; to this very end, that they may be 
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preserved in the paths of heavenly wisdom ; 
and nothing in the law of their Lord shall 
offend, or be an occasion of stumbling, to 
them. The heart keeps the peace, and the 
peace keeps the heart, of all who love the 
law of their God, ** through Christ Jesus." 
Phil. iv. 7, 8, 9. 

Who could my every want supply ? 

What would my refuge be ? 
Whither, O whither should I fly ? 

Were I to turn from Thee ! 

Thy Spirit's grace and calm repose. 

The truth oo which I live, 
The joy that from Thy presence flows, 

'TIS Thine alone to give. 

O ! be it ever my delight. 

To learn of Thee, Thy will ; 
While all my powers with joy unite. 

Thy pleasure to fulfil. 



t i! i ; 
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^^6 MOT TWO SPARROWS SOLP FOR A FAftTHII^tl'AiltM^ 
i^]^^ 0^,T|I£M SHALJL NOT FALL TO THE QROUlfD WLT^y^<^|' 

YOUR Father." — Mait, x. 29. 

How comprehensive — how wonderful^^ 
the view presented to us here of the .otziit&- 
science and sovereignty of God ! Great and 
glorious as He is, and having His throii^ in 
the highest heavens; we are assured; from 
the lips of Eternal Truth, that no cirdam- 
stance can be too trivial to escape His libtice ; 
no occurrence too unimportant, no creature 
in all His vast universe too insignificant, to 
be the subject of His inspection ; — too nlinute 
to move, or cease to move; to exists or cease 
to exist, independently of His knowledge 
and His will ; and that even the sparrow, 
small and of little worth as it may bi^ deemed 
amidst the greater, wonders of I|^s crea^jon, 
cannot lose the animating principlp^ with 
which He has endued it, without His di- 
rection or permission. ** Thou takest away 
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tbeiribr/eath" — then, and not before^ we read 
r^'f they die ; they return to theirdust.''; The 
cheering, the consolatory inference ^ >drai^ 
from this impressive fact^ by our blessed 
Lord, addressing his disciples, is this : -' Fear 
not, therefore; ye are of more value tJian 
m^iiy sparrows." 

In the limited sphere, and with the cir*^ 
cumscribed knowledge of mortal man ; look-i 
ing around upon the confused, disordered 
a9pect of society ; the apparent contingencies 
with regard to human actions ; and the . Un- 
certainties attending all human events ; tbei 
whole of this world's variable and sluftkig> 
scenes must appear a deep, and an* impctoe^^ 
trable piystery. That depth, however,: whidk 
no mortal mind can fathom^-rtbat chain, 
whose connecting links no human sHi^ can' 
develppe-rrjuB Aot only distinct, and icletr,' 
and open to the vision of the Almightyrpe^^rjr* 
thing ist in His hands, and at Hia (d^poaal.) 
'' KnQwn to. God are all His worka frosa Ihe 
boginnia^ i '' and tbey ai^ ^VV ^Vvk?^ viondiiig » 
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to their final issue, " according to the detei^ 
miAate foreknowledge and counsel*' of Him 
who 'doth according to His will, equity 
'^^ among the armies of hearen and the inha-^ 
bitahts of the earth/'- *' In Him we live, and 
moi^e, and have our being;" and nothing id 
hidden from his eyes. Before Him, not only 
events are plain, with their causes and thbir 
results ; but also the character of the mittdf 
the hearts of all men, with their motives', theiV 
principles, and their feelings. And 'ifl^hihr 
^'' He numbers the clouds of heaveii, ahd 
b^rs the young ravens when thef cry'} 
csiiding the grass to grow for the cattle, atid' 
herb for the service of men;'* He divides C<r 
the nations their inheritance, separates th^' 
children of Adam, determines the tiioaed be-^ 
fore appointed; and fixes the bomids of tbeif' 
habitation:" ruling, in all thedispensbt3otid> 
of I His ppdvidenob, tbr(>ughoiit the whdte^^- 
Hi^ empire, m thW kingdoms, dike'of h£itUk^^ 
anfl <# "grace. ' Abd' the devices' ttrtd'^^Ae 
mjwfemctttfr'df dtery indivldufal, aow*kl*^ tfe^ 
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dountleds myriads of animated existeqee^i 
boiK^Ver^ree in its volitions, are altogietheir/ 
subservient to the wise designs end sovereigii 
flmskire of Him who '* sitteth upon the wateH 
floods/' and " walketh upon the wiogis of 
tiie wifid/^ ** He maketh His angels spiritsj 
aflid Hi$^ ministers a flaming fire ;" and ri* 
ding* forth upon the cherubim, he guides the 
wheels of His universal providence; and, 
touching the master-spring of its stupendiMis 
machinery, He works silently and secretly, 
^recting^ controlling, and governing the 
whole. 

' Happy is that people who acknowledge 
His supremacy, bow to His authority^ and 
worship at His feet. (Ps. ii. 10.) Yes : happy 
is that people, who walk in his .pre&ei^ce, live 
in His smile, and rest in His k)ve^> Happy 
is that people who delight greatly* in His 
commandments, esteeming '^ all His ^r^cepts 
concerning all things to be right :"-T-they ^ho 
listen to his voice ; meditate on His la<w-;< ilnd 
not only read and hew \Vv^ W^td; bbt* ^Iso 
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keep and do it. To these, the true Israel of 
God, belongs the promise, and the assurance, 
" The God of Jeshuron rideth upon the 
heavens in thy help, and in His excellency 
on the sky." " The Eternal God is thy re- 
fuge; and underneath are the everlasting 
arms. He shall thrust out the enemy from 
before thee ; and shall say. Destroy them." 
Yea : happy art thou, O. Israel ! Who is like 
unto thee, O people saved by the Lord ! To 
all of whom, collectively, Jesus speaks, when 
he says, " Not a sparrow can fall without 
your Father :" — " My Father and your Fa- 
ther; my God, and your God :" — " Fear not 
therefore ; ye are of more value than many 
sparrows." 

Our souls shall find in every place, 
A home and rest, if God be there , 
And deign to manifest His grace. 
Accept our praise, and hear our prayer. 

Ere we can lisp, or breathe his name. 
His listening ear in mercy bends ; 
And ere we can His promise claim, 
His grace to every waul aVXi^ti^. 



FOURTl 

"And hast not denied b 

Thou " hast not der 
is, thou hast confessec 
meaning of the passat 
analogy of Scripture, ai 
of the Lord Jesus Chrif 
John the Baptist, " He 
nied not, but confesse 
Christ," " He that is 
blessed Lord, *' is agaii 
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Jehovah spake, when He said, " My Name 
is in Him." '* I am come," said Jesus, *' in 
my Father's Name, and ye receive me not." 
Nevertheless, there were those who did re- 
ceive Him ; and, receiving Him, they received 
power also to become the children of God ; 
"even those who believed on His Name." 
In the person of Jesus Christ, full of grace 
and truth ; in the miracles He wrought ; in 
His pure and Holy precepts ; his doctrines ; 
the words He spake, words that were ** spirit 
and Hfe ;" in all He taught and exemplified ; 
His humble and faithful followers discerned 
the Name and beheld the glory of the Fa- 
ther ; {John i. 14.) but not in its full power 
and majesty, till after His resurrection from 
tbe dead. Then it was, when Jesus had 
poured out upon them the " promise of the 
Father" and the Holy Ghost had taken entire 
possession of their souls ; when that Divine 
Paraclete had unfolded to their astonished 
minds the mystery of the Cross, and the 
kingly glories of their now risen and ea- 
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throned Lord — then it was, they went forth 
at His command, and in the power of His 
Spirit, to disciple all nations to the faith of 
Christ; baptizing them in ''the Name of 
the Father, and of the Son, and of the 
Holy Ghost." Baptism into this Name, 
is called (Acts xix. 5.) baptism in the name 
of the Lord Jesus. And to confess His Name, 
and not to deny it, signifies, the open pro- 
fession of our faith in a crucified Saviour, 
before an unbelieving and gainsaying world. 
'* And whosoever shall confess Him before 
men," the Lord hath said, " him also shall 
the Son of Man confess before the angels of 
God." They who acknowledge Him upon 
earth. He will acknowiedge in heaven. They 
who do now, in the face of the world, in 
word and in deed, in profession and in prac- 
tice, say, '* The Lord is our God ;" He will 
say of them, in the day of His appearing, 
and before an assembled universe, " These 
are my people." That Name in which, they 
have gloried upon eail\i»^^\^\liAit qrpwn 
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of glory and their diadem of beaiity hend-^ 
after ; it *' shall be written upon their ifbre^ 
heads." ^' I will write upon him the Name of 
my God, and the Name of the city of my 
Ood, 8cc. ; and I will write upon him- my 
new Name." Such will be the transformini^ 
power of the beatific vision, that they who 
behold the glory of their Lord, shall shin& in 
that glory, reflect his image, and be perfect 
in His perfections, for ever, '■' 

This is the manifestation of the Sons e^ 
God, for which the creature is said to' be 
waiting. (Rom. viii. 19.) The Holy and In- 
effable Name shall then be visibly written 
upon the new creation of God in letters of 
light. Even here below, that Name is en- 
graven upon the heart of the children of God, 
is confessed with their lips, and is glorified in 
their lives. Even now, the revelation of thtd 
Name is the food and solace of their souls ; 
and He in whom and by whom it is unfolded 
to their faith, gives them increasingly M i&- 
joiod hi its brigfcteir and iti^tt tii^tfA^VKw^^ 

c c 
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" I have declared to them Thy Name, and 'will 
declare it, that the love wherewith Thou hast 
loved them, may be in them, and I in them." 
(John xvii. 26.) " The Name of JEHovAit 
is that strong tower, into which the righteous 
runneth, and is safe." 

O Thou ! the spring whence all my blessings flow. 
In this I glory, that Thy Name I know ; 
May I on earth, my humble witness bear. 
To that blest Name which on my heart I wear ; 
Then, with that Name invested, rising see. 
Its bright perfections manifest in Thee. 



FIFTH DAY. 
" The love op Christ oonstraineth us.'*— 2 Ccf, v. 14. 

The love of Christ! — Here is the great 
secret of moral power. Here is the one ef- 
fectual, actuating spring of moral obedience. 
This is the mighty bond which frees the soul 
from all other bondage ; fixing upon it those 
fetters of fervent affection, vAvviVi, \hftfamer 
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they are rivetted, the easier they are felt to 
be. This is the grand transforming princi- 
ple, which, being implanted in the soul, will, 
as it expands and prevails, rule, regulate, 
and sanctify all its powers, affections, and 
feelings. This is the one quickening impulse, 
which, with unfailing and irresistible energy, 
carries forward the renewed mind in the 
paths of righteousness, to heaven, to glory, 
and to God. " The love of Christ constmins 
us." And what to do ? To live to God — to 
live, not unto ourselves, but **unto Him who 
loved us and gave himself for us." The Lord 
Jesus Christ is enthroned in the affections, 
and self is laid at His feet. *' Because we 
thus judge," &c. It is the conviction of an 
enlightened judgment ; the deduction of de- 
liberate consideration ; the inference of cor- 
rect reasoning ; the full and cordial assent of 
the understanding and the heart. *' We are 
bought with a price j" we are not our own,; 
we are the dear-bought property of Him who 
gave His life for us, that our life might be 
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SIXTH DAY. 

"Watch ye, therefore, and pray always, that ye 

MAY be accounted WORTHY TO ESCAPE ALL THESE THINGS 
THAT SHALL COME TO PASS, AND TO STAND BEFORE THE SON 

OF MAN." — Luke xxi. 36. 

All Christians look forward to the appear- 
ing of Christ in glory ; they expect that, ac- 
cording to His promise, He will come again 
with power and majesty ; and " to those who 
look for Him, shall He appear the second 
time, without sin, unto salvation." With 
respect to the time, the mode, and the man- 
ner of His appearing, very many and very 
different opinions are found to prevail among 
the members of the Church of Christ. There 
can be, however, but one opinion, with re- 
gard to the duty incumbent upon every one 
of His waiting servants ; — a duty impressed 
upon them all, collectively and individually, 
by their Lord himself: "Watch ye therefore 
and pray always." Their escape from im- 
pending danger, their exaltation to honour 
and glory, are connected with a life of 
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watchfulness and prayer. *' The day of the 
Lord is at hand" — the day of final retribu- 
tion and recompense ; the day, called in the 
Scriptures the " day of wrath," and also "the 
day of redemption." And although of that 
day and of that hour knoweth no man, so 
as to fix with certainty and precision the 
time, '' for as a snare it shall come upon aH 
that dwell upon the face of the earth," it is 
still assuredly at hand ; for the whole of time 
is, in comparison of eternity, but as a mo- 
ment, and eternity itself is at hand. And 
there are two distinct classes' of persons to- 
wards whom the coming of that eternity and 
of that day bears a very different aspect. It 
is declared (Ps. i. 6), that ** the ungodly shall 
not stand in the judgment, nor sinners in the 
congregation of the righteous;" and again, 
'* for yourselves know perfectly that the day 
of the Lord so cometh as a thief in the night, 
for when they shall say, peace and safety, then 
sudden destruction cometh upon them,— and 
they shall not escape •" WV. vJciat^ «te those 
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who shall be counted worthy both to escape and 
to stand ; namely the ** congregation of the 
righteous ;" and who are these? ** Blessed are 
they whose transgression is forgiven, whose 
sin is covered ;" " Blessed are they who have 
washed their robes, and made them white in 
the blood of the Lamb.'' Blessed are they 
who, arrayed in their Redeemer's righteous- 
ness, have even now access to the Father, 
through the blood of sprinkling. Blessed are 
they who can say of Jesus, ** whose I am, and 
whom I serve;" who, in His strength, are 
warring a good warfare, and who thus ''keep 
the faith." It is to these, as well as to the 
Apostles, that Jesus speaks, when He says," 
'* Watch and pray." And there is laid tip for 
them, when their course is finished, a crown 
of righteousness, which the Lord, the righte- 
ous Judge, shall award them in that day, and 
to every one that ** loves His appearing/' 

** Blessed is that servant, whom his Lord, 
when He cometh, shall find watching." — 
Luke xii. 37, 43. 
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Lord Jesus ! ny SaTioar ! I wait at Thy feet ; 
Thoo Rock of my strength! and my peaceful 

retreat! 
Lo ! here firom the world and its tumults I flee. 
And listen to all Thou shalt say unto me. 
How sweet is Thy mercy ! how blessed Thy word ! 
' Xo power can take me away from my Lord :* 
Though earth to its centre, should shake and be 

moved. 
Still safe in Thy love is the soul Thou hast loved. 



SEVENTH DAY. 



^ The Lord (JEHOVAH) is thy Keeper.'' 

FmImcxxI 5. 

The guardianship of God, and His ever- 
watchful and gracious eye, which is always 
6xed upon the people of His charge ; that 
eye, which can neither slumber nor sleep ; 
ensures to them, both providential care, and 
preservation to life eternal. For the Lord, 
to be our Keeper, must include every needful 
supply for every want, whether it be of a 
temporal or a sp'miuaY xidXxKx^^ whether it 
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relate to the life that now is, or of that which 
is to come. The promise given by the Lord 
to the patriarch Jacob, in a vision, that he 
would be with him, and keep him in the way 
that he should go, was evidently understood 
by him to be a promise of provision, as well 
as of protection, throughout the whole of his 
earthly pilgrimage ;— thread to eat, and rai- 
ment to put on. (Gen. xxviii. 20.) And the 
vigilance, and the tenderness of God's pa- 
rental care, is described by one of the most 
exquisite and striking figures that is to be 
found in nature — " He kept Him as the apple 
of His eye." (See and compare Gen, xxviii. 
15. and 20. ; Deut. xxxii. 10. ; and also Zech. 
ii. 8.) And whether in relation to Jacob as 
an individual, or to his praying and believing 
posterity, or to the church of God collectively ; 
to every one, who^e God is the Lord, the 
promise is equally sure, equally compre- 
hensive — " Bread to eat and raiment to put 
on.'^ Bread also from heaven, and Living 
Water from Life's Eternal Spring, shall be 
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sure; every needfal supply shall be grai 
for, the stay and support not only o{ 
natural life, but also for the life of thieti 
" Holy Father," said the great Interee 
when on the point of leaving His fkmi] 
earth, *' Holy Father, keep, through T 
own Name, those whom Thou hast given i 
8cc; {John xvii. 11.) And by Him whobei 
the Son always, they are kept ; '* kep 
the power of* God, through faith unto* 
vation;-' *' Sing ye unto her, a vinq^Bdn 
red wine ; I Jehovah do keep it ; I wiU.^ 
it every nK>ment lest any hurt it ; I willJ 
it night and day." Isa. xxvi. 2, 3. » 
They who are kept by the Lord God^ 
people to whom it is said, '' Jehovah f £ 
Keeper," are *' preserved in Jesus Chr 
(Jude 2.) that is, they are pre^rVed ii 
faith, and love, and obedience of Christ, 
consequently, in safety, in holiness, ad 
peace. ** You," says the apostle Peter,^ V 
are kept by the power of God, through ^ 
unto salvation," Sic. kwA ixu'^ feith wi 
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ways work by love; and love will be made 
mtoifest by a holy and conscientious walk. 
Let it be noticed that the doctrine is neces- 
sarily conected with the precept. There is 
a beautiful congruity and harmony in all 
that relates to Christ and His people. The 
people of whom the Lord is the Keeper, are 
exhorted to keep themselves ;** to ** stand fast 
in the faith;'' to keep themselves in the 
love of God/' to " keep themselves unspotted 
from the world." And again, " He that is 
begotten of God, keepeth himself, and the 
wicked one toucheth him not." 1 John* v. 18., 
And how is this great work to be accom<» 
plished, but in the same way, and by the 
same power, as Timothy was charged to keep 
the good gift committed to him, namely^ 
" by the Holy Ghost, which dwelleth in us/' 
And '* Salvation will God appoint for walls 
and bulwarks," around those, who thus 
kebp the truth, and walk in the truth ; their 
minds, being stayed upon and ^trusting in 
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Him. He will keep them in ** perfect/' or 
'' perpetual peace.^ Iul. xxvi. 1^ 2, 3^ 4. 

Christian reader ! conmiit the keeping of 
thy faiths thy soul, thine all, to Him who will 
keep " the feet of His saints ;" and be as- 
•ored He will not suffer thy foot to be 
moved. He will preserve thee from all evil, 
and for ever. Be it thine to keep His word 
and His way ; and thou mayest joyfully take 
up the language of the apostle, and sing : " I 
know in whom I have believed, and am per- 
suaded that He is able to keep that which I 
have committed unto Him, against that day." 
2 Tim. i. 14. ; 1 Thess. v. 2, 3. ; Phil. iv. 7. 

O ! be thy soal in Jesus found, 

His love will shade and shield thee round ; 

Nor sun shall injure thee by day. 

Nor moon put forth a sickly ray. 

In all thy sojoumings below. 

His care and kindness, thou shalt know ; 

Nor will His mercy e'er remove. 

Till thou enjoy His rest, above. 

END OF Tli^ S^/CO^T^ ^^SSX«&. 
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